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T&L 2900 - Preparing Students for the Common Core Assessments 
 

Course at a Glance 

 
Instructor/Presenter: Stephanie Sukut 
Length: 45 Hours 
Dates: Enroll Anytime – Up to 4 months to complete 
Number of Professional Development Credits: 3, from the University of North Dakota 
 
 
Introduction

 
 
Are you ready to administer the new Common Core assessments in your classroom? This online course helps 
teachers understand the impact of the Common Core Assessments and how they influence teaching strategies, 
curriculum design, and non-summative assessment methods. The course also provides detailed information on 
important shifts from standardized testing to the new assessments that impact the way lessons are developed and 
taught. Teachers also gain important strategies for helping students prepare for the Common Core Assessments, 
including study and test-taking tips. A multitude of resources, including sample test items, are included as well to 
ensure the teacher has the tools and information necessary to prepare for the Common Core Assessments. 
 
This self-paced course can be started and completed at the student’s own leisure within four months from the 
UND course registration date.  
 
 
Course Objectives 

 
 
This course is designed for teachers who want to understand the Common Core Assessments and prepare their 
students to take them. By the end of this course, teachers will understand the impact of the Common Core 
Assessments and how they influence teaching strategies, curriculum design, and non-summative assessment 
methods. Detail about the state consortia involved in the administration, delivery, and support of the Common Core 
Assessments, along with technology requirements for testing are included in the course.  The course provides 
resources necessary to prepare for the Common Core Assessments. 
 
 
Learning Objectives

 

Teachers will… 

 understand the basics of the Common Core Assessments, and how they align with the Common Core 
State Standards. 

 learn about the two consortia that were provided funding to develop the new Common Core Assessments. 

 learn about the two consortia that were provided funding to develop alternate assessments for students 
with significant cognitive disabilities.  

 learn about the two consortia that were provided funding to develop alternate assessments for English 
language learners.  

 learn about the structure of the ELA/literacy Common Core Assessments. 

 learn about the structure of the Common Core Assessments for mathematics. 
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 be provided with sample test items in order to gain a clear picture of the types of questions students can 
expect on the summative testing. 

 learn about the practice tests available to them and their students so that they may experiment with the 
questions and fully understand the platform in which the questions are presented. 

 learn about the technology that is required for the assessments. 

 learn how to implement formative assessment practices and how to modify teaching strategies based on 
the results. 

 learn the benefits of joining a professional learning community committed to ensuring the success of 
students and serving to update curriculum to align with the assessments. 

 gain ideas for how to best serve low-performing students and students with special needs. 

 learn how to build critical-thinking skills in students. 

 gain strategies for preparing students for Common Core Assessments through everyday teaching 
practices. 

 learn ways to begin preparing K-2 students for upcoming assessments in third grade. 

 learn how to determine whether or not their students have mastered a concept and are ready to be tested 
on the material. 

 gain important strategies for teaching students how to be successful at studying and test taking. 
 

Session Topics

 

The course content is provided in six units. 
 
Unit One – Introduction to the Common Core State Standards and the Assessment for ELA and Mathematics, 

Understanding the Common Core State Standards 
Unit Two – State-Approved Assessments, Shifting from Standardized Testing to the New Assessments, Interim and 

Mid-Year Assessments 
Unit Three – Building Students’ Critical Thinking Skills, Preparation Through Everyday Instruction, Developing an 

Action Plan for Formative Assessment 
Unit Four – Navigating the ELA and Math Summative Assessments, Alternate Assessments for Students with 

Significant Cognitive Disabilities and for English Language Learners 
Unit Five – Assessment Tools for K-2. How Professional Learning Communities Can Help, New Technologies Used 

for Assessment 
Unit Six – Assessing Mastery Prior to Testing, Preparing Students for Testing, Preparing Students for Common 

Core Assessments-A Resource Guide 

 
Methods of Instruction will include: 

 Online Discussions  

 Instructor Feedback on Assignments 

 Assignments and “Try It” Activities 

 Instructor Interaction 

 E-Mail 

 Online Resources and Websites 

 Supplemental Instructional Materials 
 
 
Course Materials

 
 
All course content is online within the course with the exception of one text.  There is one reasonably priced 
supplemental text required for this course. Below is a link to purchase the book through Amazon, however, you 
may purchase the text from any retailer, in any format.  

Embedded Formative Assessment by Dylan Wiliam 

ISBN-13: 978-1934009307 ISBN-10: 193400930X  Edition: 7.2.2007 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/193400930X?tag=profesdevel00-20&camp=0&creative=0&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=193400930X&adid=11QP5DCBXYPMHTFA1DD3
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Assignments & Grading Percentages toward Final Grade

 

 Autobiography and Article/Video Reflection (20% of final grade) 

 Plan for Mid-Year and Interim Assessments (12% of final grade) 

 Align Instruction to the Common Core Standards (12% of final grade) 

 Design a Practice Test for Students (12% of final grade) 

 Develop a PLC plan (12% of final grade) 

 Develop Learning Objectives, Activities, and a Plan for Formative Assessment (12% of final grade) 

 Reading/Learning Log (20% of final grade) 
 

The course instructor will review students’ assignments and provide feedback within 3-5 business days. The 
student may continue to move through the course prior to receiving feedback. 

 
Grading

 

This online course uses Letter Grading (A – F) or Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U). The grading option 
must be selected at the time of course registration.  

 
Scholastic Dishonesty

 
 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to be aware of the seriousness of scholastic dishonesty. 
Unacceptable behavior such as submitting someone else's work as your own, cheating on exams, or plagiarizing 
can result in failure of the course or other sanctions. For a more detailed description of these policies, please refer 
to the UND Code of Student Life; Appendix IIIa-3, at:  http://und.edu/student-affairs/code-of-student-life/  
 

 

http://und.edu/student-affairs/code-of-student-life/

