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Professional Development for Educators 

 

T&L 2900 – Middle School Strategies 

Course at a Glance 
 
Instructor/Presenter: Naomi McGaughey 
Length: 45 hours - Complete in 4 months 
Dates: Enroll Anytime  
Number of Professional Development Credits: 3 

 

Introduction

 

The primary objective of this course is to gain a greater understanding of the middle school curriculum and 
instructional strategies as well as the needs of early adolescent students. Our focus will be on the roles teachers 
play in incorporating this guided, interdisciplinary, and collaborative team approach that assists students during 
these fundamentally transformative years. We will look at the necessary components of organization (teaming, 
advisor/advisee, exploratory, and learning communities) and instruction (cooperative learning, student grouping, 
teacher strategies, and student learning styles) that create a unique middle school environment. 
  

Learning Objectives 

 

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to accomplish the following objectives: 

1. Develop an interdisciplinary unit that integrates content across curricular areas. 
2. Identify and plan a lesson regarding the characteristics of middle school children. 
3. Identify curriculum areas and philosophical concepts that meet the physical, social, intellectual, and 

affective needs of the early adolescent. 
4. Identify a variety of instructional strategies and assessments that meet the needs of the early adolescent. 
5. Identify effective teaming practices. 

 
Required Textbook and Materials

 

Jackson, A. W., & Davis, G. A. (2000). Turning points 2000: Educating adolescents in the 21st century. New 
York: Teachers College Press. ISBN-10: 0807739979 or ISBN-13: 9780807739976. 

Spear, R. C. (2005). Taking the Lead in Implementing and Improving Advisory. Westerville, OH: National 
Middle School Association. ISBN: 978-1-56090-186-0 

I will provide articles in each lesson that will be required reading in addition to your textbook. 
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Format of the Course

 
 
Participants will need to complete six lessons and assignments to complete the requirements for this course.  
 
 

Lesson 1 Achievement, Student Success, and Research 

Lesson 2 Middle School Curriculum, Lesson Design, and Assessment 

Lesson 3 Teaming and Advisory Programs 

Lesson 4 Special Needs and Safety 

Lesson 5 Parents, Community, Service Learning and Exploratory Curriculum 

Lesson 6 Interdisciplinary Unit 

 

Grading 

 

Grading will be as S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory).  You will need to earn 126 or more points to earn an S 
grade.  A letter grade option is also available if needed for teacher certification.  You may choose whih option you’d 
prefer when you sign up for the course. 
Points will be assigned as follows for S/U Grading: 
 

126–180 Satisfactory 

Below 125 Unsatisfactory 

 
A letter grade option is also available if needed for teacher certification.  Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 
 

A 162 - 180 

B 144 – 161 

C 126 – 143 

D 108 – 125 

F 107 - Below 

 
You can view your grade by clicking on the Course Tools button under Tools on the navigation bar to your left and 
then click on My Grades. 
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Scholastic Dishonesty

 
 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to be aware of the seriousness of scholastic dishonesty. 
Unacceptable behavior such as submitting someone else's work as your own, cheating on exams, or plagiarizing 
can result in failure of the course or other sanctions. For a more detailed description of these policies, please refer 
to the UND Code of Student Life; Appendix IIIa-3, at:  http://und.edu/student-affairs/code-of-student-life/  
 
 
Course Communication

 
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding a lesson, please email me at naomi.mcgaughey@und.edu.  I normally 
respond to emails within 2-3 business days.  For more information about me, click on the Faculty button.   
For technical or administrative questions, click on the Help Button. 

http://und.edu/student-affairs/code-of-student-life/
mailto:naomi.mcgaughey@und.edu

