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The Order of ExercisesThe Order of Exercises

Winter Commencement Ceremonies
December 20, 2024

Chester Fritz Performing Arts Center
President Andrew P. Armacost, Presiding

Pre-Ceremony Concert
Roxanne Gessler, Pianist

Processional
“Pomp and Circumstance” — Edward Elgar
  Please stand during the Processional.

“America the Beautiful” — Samuel Ward

Ella Henry, Soloist

Greetings from the State Board
of Higher Education

Casey Ryan, SBHE Chair

Remarks
Nicole Poolman
Speaker information found on page 10

Conferring of Academic Degrees
President Andrew P. Armacost

Ceremony for Professional &  
Graduate Degrees
— 9 a.m.

School of Law — Juris Doctor Degrees —3
School of Graduate Studies — Doctoral Degrees —3
School of Graduate Studies — Master’s Degrees — 7

Ceremony for Undergraduate Degrees
— 1 p.m.

College of Nursing & Professional Disciplines — 15
School of Medicine & Health Sciences — 16
College of Engineering & Mines — 16
College of Arts & Sciences — 17

Ceremony for Undergraduate Degrees
— 4 p.m.

College of Education & Human Development — 19
Nistler College of Business & Public Administration — 19
John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences — 21

Alumni Association
DeAnna Carlson Zink
UND Alumni Association & Foundation

“Alma Mater” — Franz Joseph Haydn

The Assemblage
Led by soloist, Ella Henry
Please stand
 Hail to thee, O Alma Mater!
 Hail to thee with heart and tongue!
 Pride we feel and love yet greater
 While we raise our grateful song.
 Home of lofty thought and learning,
 Beacon o’er our western land,
 Shrine whence still the ever-burning
 Torch is passed from hand to hand.

Recessional
Roxanne Gessler, Pianist
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Academic Pageantry

Academic Dress

Ceremonial Objects

The Awarding of Degrees

The pageantry of American colleges and universities, including such 
ceremonies as commencement, has been inherited from the medieval 
universities of the 11th and 12th centuries. Academic life as it is known 
today began in the Middle Ages, first in the church and then in the guilds. 
The teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of Arts, in which the 
Bachelor was the apprentice of the Master and the dress was the outward 
sign of privilege and responsibility.

The ceremony you will witness today will be less formal than would have 
been the case even a few decades ago. Still, many traditions have been 

continued. To maintain continuity with the past, University of North 
Dakota faculty, the stage officials and the degree candidates will wear 
academic dress. 

Principal features of academic garb are the gown, cap and hood. Early it 
became necessary for universities to set rules to preserve the dignity and 
meaning of academic dress. Both Cambridge and Oxford since the 15th 
century have made academic dress a matter of university control even 
to its minor details, and have repeatedly published revised regulations. 
American universities agreed on a definite system in 1895.

The Gown
The flowing gown comes from the 12th century. While it originally may 
have been worn as protection against the chill of unheated buildings, it has 
today become symbolic of the democracy of scholarship, for it covers any 
trappings of rank or social standing underneath. It is black for all degrees, 
with pointed sleeves for the bachelor’s degree recipient, long closed sleeves 
with a slit at the arm or wrist for the master’s degree, or full bell double 
sleeves for the doctoral degree. Bachelor’s and master’s degree gowns have 
no trimming. For the doctoral degree, the gown is faced down the front 
with velvet and has three bars of velvet across the sleeves in the color 
distinctive of the faculty or discipline to which the degree pertains.

The Cap
The academic cap is a sign of freedom of scholarship, and of the 
responsibility and dignity with which scholarship endows the wearer. 
Ancient poetry records the cap of scholarship as square to symbolize the 
book. The color of the tassel denotes the discipline. At the University of 
North Dakota, the tassel colors associated with academic divisions are: 

white, College of Arts & Sciences; drab (subdued orange), Nistler College 
of Business & Public Administration; black and white, John D. Odegard 
School of Aerospace Sciences; light blue, College of Education & Human 
Development; orange, School of Engineering & Mines; purple, School 
of Law; green, School of Medicine; apricot, College of Nursing; black, 
School of Graduate Studies & Professional Disciplines. For undergraduate 
students, the tassels hang on the right side of the cap until they receive 
their degrees, at which time the tassel is moved to the left. For master’s and 
doctoral students, the tassel hangs on the left side of the cap and is not moved. 

The Hood
The hood is trimmed with one or more chevrons of a secondary color on 
the ground of the primary color of the college. The color of the facing of 
the hood denotes the discipline represented by the degree; the color of the 
lining designates the university or college which granted the degree. The 
official colors of the University of North Dakota, selected by the student 
body in preparation for the institution’s first commencement in 1889, are 
the pink and green of the prairie rose. 

The Mace
The mace was initially modeled after a 12th century implement of war. 
In earlier days, the mace, or heavy staff, was borne by or carried before a 
magistrate or other dignitary as an ensign of authority. A mace is placed 
as the symbol of royal authority on the treasury table in the British House 
of Commons at the opening of each session and is removed at its close. 
In the U.S. House or Representatives, it is a rather plain staff mounted 
in a marble pedestal at the right hand of the Speaker. The mace of the 
University of North Dakota symbolizes authority to carry out its mission, 
especially the granting of degrees. Made from the oak of the University’s 
first building, “Old Main,” the mace is carried by a marshal during 
academic processions and is placed at a prominent spot on the stage  
during commencement.

The Medallion
A medallion or seal of office worn by the head of an educational 
institution is a practice that also dates to the Middle Ages. In those times, a 
seal was used to mark documents as official. Possession of the seal was so 

important that it was usually worn around the neck for safekeeping. The 
wearing of the seal eventually became a symbol of authority. One side of 
the medallion worn by the president bears an engraving of the University’s 
official seal and the names of all former presidents are included on the 
chain of office.

The Charter
The University of North Dakota was founded six years before North 
Dakota became a state. The original, handwritten charter, enacted in 
1883 by the Dakota Territorial Assembly, is preserved in UND’s archives. 
One facsimile is displayed in the President’s Office and another is used at 
commencements and other special occasions. 

The University Flag
The University flag features the UND flame logo set on a white 
background. The flag is used at ceremonial events and is carried by the 
honorary faculty flag marshal to lead the commencement procession. The 
flag is displayed on the stage during the commencement ceremony along 
with the mace and charter. 

The awarding of degrees and academic distinctions listed in this program is contingent upon successful completion of the various program requirements. 
Commencement ceremonies at UND are planned through Ceremonies & University Events in the Division of Marketing & Communications. 
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Ceremony for Professional,  
Doctoral & Master’s Degrees

Friday, December 20 — 9 a.m.

School of Graduate Studies: Doctoral Degrees
Chris Nelson, Dean

School of Law
Brian Pappas, Dean

Doctor of Philosophy

Juris Doctor

Aerospace Sciences
Robert Kraus, Dean

Seth Ronald Fore

Minneapolis, MN

Earth System Science & Policy

Dissertation: The Impact of Land Use and Land 
Cover Change on Vegetation, Ecosystem Dynamics, 
and Conservation in the Northern Great Plains

Advisor: Michael Hill

Blake T. Sorenson

La Crosse, WI

Atmospheric Sciences

Dissertation: Observational Analyses of Aerosol 
Radiative Impacts on Weather and Climate Scales

Advisor: Jianglong Zhang

Jacob N. Yates

San Diego, CA

Aerospace Sciences

Dissertation: Characterizing the Risk of Meteoroid 
Ejecta to Future Lunar Surface Operations

Advisor: James Casler

Doctor of Philosophy

Amy Kielmeyer

Grand Forks, ND

English

Dissertation: Life in Sitcoms: Episodes in Love  
and Loss

Advisor: Sharon Carson

Kathryn Margaret Lang

Nora Springs, IA

Clinical Psychology

Dissertation: Psychology Graduate Student 
Experiences, Social Support, and Mental Health

Advisor: Richard Wise

Anne Marques Catarin

Grand Forks, ND

Music Education

Dissertation: Cyclical Musicians: Collegiate Music 
Students’ Experiences On Instrumental Musicking 
Processes Across The Menstrual Cycle

Advisor: Whitney Mayo

Di Sun

Grand Forks, ND

Chemistry

Dissertation: Development of Fluorescent-Based 
Nanoparticles for Bioimaging, Gene Regulation 
Expression, and Photo-Induced Synergistic  
Cancer Therapy

Advisor: Julia Xiaojun Zhao 

Arts & Sciences
Brad Rundquist, Dean

Alfred Amuzu
Knoxville, MD
Law

Derek Matthew Chamberlain
Grand Forks, ND
Law

Michelle Ann Kessler
Glen Ullin, ND
Law

Wen Sun

Grand Forks, ND

Chemistry

Dissertation: Nanoparticles: Applications for  
Energy Innovation

Advisor: Julia Xiaojun Zhao

Yingfen Wu

Grand Forks, ND

Chemistry

Dissertation: Development, Characterization, and 
Application of Nanomaterials for Target Detection 
and Therapeutic Study

Advisor: Julia Xiaojun Zhao 

Avi Mann
Grand Forks, ND
Law

Savannah F. Muth
Theresa, WI
Law
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Sarah Ann Kallock

Larimore, ND

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Using High-Impact Practices to 
Support Online Students in Two-Year and Four-Year 
Institutions

Advisor: Jared Schlenker

Igor Ljevaja

Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Targeting World Language Learning 
in the Target Language: A Qualitative Inquiry of the 
K-12 Foreign Language Teacher Experience

Advisor: Julie Robinson

Briana Denise Miller

Mankato, MN

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Developing Inclusive Practices through 
Peer Coaching in College Science Teaching

Advisor: Julie Robinson

Lara Christine Storm

Los Osos, CA

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Elementary Teacher Instructional  
Self-Efficacy in Leader in Me Lighthouse Schools

Advisor: Laura Link

Andrea Rachelle Volk

East Grand Forks, 

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Examining School Staff Perceptions 
in Supporting Students who use Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication Systems Before and 
After a Professional Development Opportunity

Advisor: Shannon Grave

Melodie Williams

Walla Walla, WA

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Barriers to Faculty Adoption of 
Assessment: A Case Study in Engineering

Advisor: Deborah Worley

Doctor of Philosophy

 Mandi-Leigh Maren Peterson

Hillsboro, ND

Educational Foundations & Research

Dissertation: Behavioral Health Workforce Modeling 
to Assist in Prioritizing Educational Pathways 
Programs in North Dakota

Advisor: Robert Stupnisky

Maylynn Riding In

East Grand Forks, MN

Educational Foundations & Research

Dissertation: Risk Factor Patterns for Elder Abuse 
among United States Indigenous Peoples: Native 
Elder Maltreatment Survey Secondary Data Analysis

Advisor: Virginia Clinton-Lisell

Shane Ervin Schellpfeffer

Grand Forks, ND

Educational Foundations & Research

Dissertation: An Analysis of Curricular Complexity 
Patterns in Undergraduate Mechanical Engineering 
Programs Using Federally Reported Data 

Advisor: Robert Stupnisky

School of Graduate Studies: Doctoral Degrees

Education &  
Human Development

Shelbie Witte, Dean

Doctor of Education

Motunrayo Oluwayemisi Adeosun

Twickenham, EN

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: “How Can I Teach When I Was not 
Taught How?”: Teacher Education for Mother Tongue 
Instruction for STEM in Southwest Nigeria

Advisor: Radomir Mitic

Lewis Robert James Archer

Grand Forks, ND

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Impact of Delphi-Developed Rubrics 
on Rater Consistency in 14 CFR 141 Flight Training 
Assessment Environments

Advisor: Woei Hung

Brianna J. Black

Grand Forks, ND

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Division I Female Business Student-
Athletes and Career Readiness During their 
Academic Careers at a 4-Year Institution

Advisor: Radomir Mitic

Keon Andre Cheong

Houston, TX

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Realizing the Role of Interdisciplinary 
Practices in Psycho-Educational Assessment for 
Learners with Special Education Needs/Disabilities 
in Guyana

Advisor: Shannon Grave

Erica Marie Denault

Grand Forks, ND

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: An Indigenous Approach to 
Professional Development Program Evaluation for 
PK-12 Educators

Advisor: Deborah Worley

Christina Ann DiMauro

Newark, DE

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: A Thematic Analysis of Experiences 
with Accommodation Plans of College Students with 
Disabilities: Recommendations for Students, Faculty, 
and Administrators

Advisor: Zarrina Azizova

 Catherine Gillach

Grand Forks, ND

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: The Positivity Principle: Investigating 
a School Administrator Training Series Designed to 
Promote Systemic Positivity

Advisor: Donna Pearson

Christopher Thomas Jones

Farmington, NM

Educational Practice and Leadership

Dissertation: Investigating the Relationship Between 
Teachers’ State Evaluation Rating and Their 
Classroom-based Assessment Practices and Systems

Advisor: Laura Link

Engineering & Mines
Brian Tande, Dean

Doctor of Philosophy

Mansurat Golden Abdulmalik Ali

Grand Forks, ND

Environmental Engineering

Dissertation: Spectrometric Detection of 
Microplastics in the Environment: A Novel Approach 
Using Hyperspectral Imaging System

Advisor: Mahmut Ersan

Mulugeta Damtew Amare

Grand Forks, ND

Civil Engineering

Dissertation: Integrated Approaches for Assessing 
Four-Leg Signalized Intersection Safety: Statistical 
Modeling and Machine Learning Techniques

Advisor: Daba Gedafa

Lauren Patrice Bram

Bridgeville, PA

Environmental Engineering

Dissertation: Evaluation of Socioeconomic 
Disparities from Coal Mining and Sustainable 
Remediation of Acid Mine Drainage Using Waste 
Carpet Tiles: A Geospatial and Life Cycle Assessment 
Approach

Advisor: Bethany Klemetsrud

Samuel Ertl

Mankato, MN

Energy Engineering

Dissertation: Advisor Impacts on Student  
Learning in Undergraduate Engineering  
SAE Competition Projects

Advisor: Frank Bowman

Nadhem Abdulhameed Ismail

Grand Forks, ND

Chemical Engineering

Dissertation: Rational Design of Engineered Soft 
Materials for Mineral Scale Control: Synthesis, 
Characterization, and Performance Evaluation

Advisor: Ali Saleh Alshami

Aaron Robert Virgil Koenig

Rice, MN

Chemical Engineering

Dissertation: Methods and Process Designs for 
Improving the Operations and Economics of Energy 
Storage and Carbon Dioxide Capture Systems

Advisor: Gautham Krishnamoorthy

Shane S. Namie

Pomeroy, WA

Geological Engineering

Dissertation: The Reservoir Geomechanics and 
Production Effects on Permafrost Stability During 
Polymer EOR

Advisor: Dongmei Wang

Ruichong Ni

Grand Forks, ND

Petroleum Engineering

Dissertation: Petrophysical and Geomechanical 
Alterations During Supercritical CO2  
Submerge: Laboratory Testing on Samples from  
the Middle Bakken

Advisor: Kegang Ling
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School of Graduate Studies: Doctoral Degrees

Ademola Adebayo Owoade

Winnipeg, MB

Chemical Engineering

Dissertation: The Role of Carbon Source and Redox 
Potential on Microbial C1 Gas Fermentation for 
Ethanol Production

Advisor: Ali Saleh Alshami

Jerjes Washington Porlles Hurtado

Katy, TX

Energy Engineering

Dissertation: Hydraulic Fracturing and  
Reservoir Simulation Modeling of Enhanced 
Geothermal System Optimization for Economical 
Energy Production

Advisor: William Gosnold

Mitchell Erik Olstad Sueker

Marshall, MN

Biomedical Engineering

Dissertation: Handheld Multimodal Point 
Spectroscopy, RGB Imaging, and Fusion Artificial 
Intelligence to Determine the Species and Freshness 
of Fish Fillets

Advisor: Hossein Kashani Zadeh

Doctor of Philosophy, 

continued

Medicine &  
Health Sciences

Marjorie Jenkins, Dean

Doctor of Philosophy

Mikhala Cooper-Robinson

Grand Forks, ND

Biomedical Sciences

Dissertation: PARP1 Modulates GATA3-Mediated 
Gene Regulation in Breast Cancer

Advisor: Motoki Takaku

Wendie Ann Hasler

East Grand Forks, 

Biomedical Sciences

Dissertation: Endolysosmal Mechanisms of SARS-
COV-2 Spiked-Induced Inflammatory Response and 
Senescence in Human Astrocytes

Advisor: Xuesong Chen

Lynn Marie Mad Plume

Browning, MT

Indigenous Health

Dissertation: Applied Indigenous Knowledge 
Translation: Naatookyookaasii

Advisor: Nicole Redvers

Neda Rezagholizadeh

Grand Forks, ND

Biomedical Sciences

Dissertation: The Role of Endolysosomes in  
HIV-1 Tat-induced Senescence-like Phenotype  
in Astrocytes

Advisor: Xuesong Chen

Jacob Nelson Taylor

Thunder Bay, ON

Indigenous Health

Dissertation: Indigenous Innovation: Exploring 
Substance Use and Drone Applications in  
Indigenous Contexts Across Canada

Advisor: Shawnda Schroeder

Kemi Taiwo

Grand Forks, ND

Energy Engineering

Dissertation: Evaluation of Hydrogen Storage 
Potential in Depleted Hydrocarbon Formations: A 
Case Study of the Middle Bakken Member in the 
Antelope Field, Williston Basin, North Dakota

Advisor: Olusegun Stanley Tomomewo

Jin Zhao

Grand Forks, ND

Petroleum Engineering

Dissertation: Investigation of Gas Injection EOR in 
Conventional and Unconventional Reservoirs Based 
on Laboratory Experiments and Field Pilot Tests

Advisor: Kegang Ling

Scan to learn more about the strategic plan
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Master of Science

School of Graduate Studies: Master’s Degrees
Chris Nelson, Dean

Eric Michael Buteau
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation

Ning Li
Grand Forks, ND
Earth System Science & Policy

Elliot Quinn Peltier
Belcourt, ND
Earth System Science & Policy

Lynnlee Storm Rosolino
Grand Forks, ND
Atmospheric Sciences

Kristin Shahady
Arvada, CO
Space Studies

Virpaul Uppal
Windsor Locks, CT
Space Studies

Claiborne Brooks Wooton
Grand Forks, ND
Atmospheric Sciences

Michael Dean Wussow
Hesperus, CO
Aviation

Michael Yeosock
White Plains, NY
Space Studies

Master of Arts

Nicholas Luis Chirichigno
Palmetto, FL
Forensic Psychology

Mackenzie Conrad
Anderson, IN
Forensic Psychology

Courtney Crowl
Ocala, FL
Forensic Psychology

Allison Lane Dickerson
Minot, ND
Forensic Psychology

Brieana Haley Fell
Spokane, WA
Forensic Psychology

Hailey M. George
Blaine, MN
Forensic Psychology

Steena Larsen
Lincoln, NE
Forensic Psychology

Master of Fine Arts

Henry W Borysewicz
Larimore, ND
Visual Arts

Aerospace Sciences
Robert Kraus, Dean

Arts & Sciences
Brad Rundquist, Dean

Master of Science

Solmaz Asadi
Grand Forks, ND
Chemistry

Sarah Elizabeth Daman
Grand Forks, ND  
Biology

Brittany Mancha
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Eugene Agbor Oga
Grand Forks, ND
Chemistry

Amanda Nichole Schwartz
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

FNU Sumaiya
Grand forks, ND
Mathematics

Jordan Christina Lauher
Davidson, NC
Forensic Psychology

Julia Michelle Meadows
Springfield, IL
Forensic Psychology

Brooke Michelle Meyer
Fargo, ND
Forensic Psychology

Alicia K Mortimer
St. Adolphe, MB
Forensic Psychology

Shannyn Emerald Osborn
South Bruce Peninsula, ON
Forensic Psychology

Courtney Faith Reister
Grand Forks, ND
Forensic Psychology

Karly Nicole Schadt
Osceola, WI
Forensic Psychology

Samantha Brooke Shoulders
Dallas, TX
Forensic Psychology

Madisyn L’Shay Sloman
Williamsville, IL
Forensic Psychology

Halle Louise Stichler
Omaha, NE
Forensic Psychology

Emily Sue Thiel
Chesaning, MI
Forensic Psychology

Marisol Villagran-Murillo
Mesa, AZ
Forensic Psychology

Heather Weimer
Woodbury, MN
Forensic Psychology

Master of Accountancy

Grace Alice Adelman
Minnetonka, MN
Accountancy

Lori Aleman 
Fargo, ND
Accountancy

Pedro Aleman
Fargo, ND
Accountancy

Allison Bard
Bismarck, ND
Accountancy

Mallory Taryn Bergthold
Oslo, NO
Accountancy

Amelia Ann Blahut
Maple Lake, MN
Accountancy

Derrick Allen Buck
Queen Creek, AZ
Accountancy

Ashley Evans
Mankato, MN
Accountancy

Emily Catherine Gonzalez
Forney, TX
Accountancy

Teri Jean Hales
Castle Rock, CO
Accountancy

Ashley T. Heide
West Fargo, ND
Accountancy

Anna Ursula Masseth 
Mandan, ND
Accountancy

Benjamin McKinsey
Lakewood, OH
Accountancy

Rajesh Nepal
Grand Forks, ND
Accountancy

Emma Marie Oberg
Grand Forks, ND
Accountancy

Cassandra Lee Ramey
Elmira, OR
Accountancy

Tyler Rolfe
Yorkville, IL
Accountancy

Justin Sadowski
Franklin Park, NJ
Accountancy

Business & Public  
Administration

Amy Henley, Dean

Sonia Tudjeu Chendjou
Grand Forks, ND
Chemistry
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School of Graduate Studies: Master’s Degrees

Master of  
Business Administration

Luke Allan Fedukowski
East Grand Forks, MN
Business Administration

Mack Charles Goodrich
Elk River, MN
Business Administration

Becka Hanson
Rogers, MN
Business Administration

Jacob Douglas Lyon
Germantown, WI
Business Administration

Shiny Mathews
Fargo, ND
Business Administration

Kaia McCoy
Grand Forks, ND
Business Administration

Cody Steven Schuler
Grand Forks, ND
Business Administration

Taylor Mae Shaffer
Tecumseh, MI
Business Administration

Tyler Francis Sterner
Monticello, MN
Business Administration

Brady Christian Stevens
Highlands Ranch, CO
Business Administration

Andrea Velaris
Grand Forks, ND
Business Administration

Steven Ambrose Wesel
Grove City, OH
Business Administration

Steve Xanthoudakis
Albuquerque, NM
Business Administration

Master of  
Public Administration

Master of Science in 
Applied Economics

Frank Escobedo
Fargo, ND
Public Administration

Megan K. Huffman
Fargo, ND
Public Administration

Deanna Rey Moen
Fargo, ND
Public Administration

Charles Bom
Grand Forks, ND
Applied Economics & Predictive Analytics

Blanche Brinda Yougang
Grand Forks, ND
Applied Economics & Predictive Analytics

Grace Nite Siang
Indianapolis, IN
Accountancy

Amanda Steffes
Cleveland, TN
Accountancy

Connie Taracena
Sioux City, IA
Accountancy

Xi Tie
Christiansburg, VA
Accountancy

Megan Ashley Waleff
Harrisburg, PA
Accountancy

Master of Accountancy, 

continued

Education &  
Human Development

Shelbie Witte, Dean

Master of Arts

Julia N Barlow
Minot, ND
Counseling

Mandy Bucklin
Sisseton, SD
Counseling

Dodi Michelle Greeley
Paynesville, MN
Counseling

Amber Augusta Sorum
Oakes, ND
Counseling

Tricia Van Berkom
Fargo, ND
Counseling

Hannah Jane Wentland
Hibbing, MN
Counseling

Nikki Lynn Sandau Wolf
Hazen, ND
Counseling

Alyssa Zacharias
Glenwood, MN
Counseling

Master of Education

Chaya Mushka Aben-Athar
Brooklyn, NY
Special Education

Michelle Marie Andersen
Fargo, ND
Special Education

Sydney Augusta Dale
Fargo, ND
Special Education

Megan Christine Edwardson
Fargo, ND
Special Education

Alea Rose Eslinger
 Fargo, ND
Special Education

Nicole Hunsicker
Fargo, ND
Special Education

Brianna M Lagasse
Devils Lake, ND
Special Education

Elizabeth Lee Wilke
Cando, ND
Special Education

Isidro David Lopez
Moorhead, MN
Special Education

Molly Metzger
Fargo, ND
Elementary Education

Hannah Leslie Nelson
Minot, ND
Reading Education

Katie Marie Patrie
Bismarck, ND
Special Education

Nikki Paulson
Webster, ND
Special Education

Jane Priess
Minot, ND
Special Education

Kenzie Stahl
Columbus, MT
Reading Education

Michelle Ann Tucker
El Dorado Hills, CA
Reading Education
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School of Graduate Studies: Master’s Degrees

Master of Science

Rachel Ann Anderson
Grand Forks, ND
Reading Education

Tyneal Caitlyn Burke
Bowman, ND
Teaching and Leadership

Amber DeMorrett
Bowman, ND
Teaching and Leadership

Austin Englerth
Grand Forks, ND
Teaching and Leadership

Pamela Dawn Froelich 
Bismarck, ND
Teaching and Leadership

Allie A Gerhardson
Walcott, ND
Special Education

Shawn Holweger
Grand Forks, ND
Kinesiology

Abbigail Horner
West Fargo, ND
Special Education

Shane Edward Hylton
Reynolds, ND
Kinesiology

Robert Lynn Lawrence
Bismarck, ND
Teaching and Leadership

Sophia Lee 
Waterloo, IA
Kinesiology

Emily Amanda Long
Minot, ND
Special Education

Kristina Marie Luedtke
Cross Plains, WI
Teaching and Leadership

Mikhaela Hope Miller
Norwalk, CT
Special Education

Beth Zadoff Mistriel
Danbury, CT
Special Education

Spencer Reinke
Hankinson, ND
Special Education

Zachary Mark Schultz
East Grand Forks, MN
Educational Studies

Ally Smith
Goodhue, MN
Kinesiology

Jerica Lee Smith
South Heart, ND
Teaching and Leadership

Nina Stott
Fargo, ND
Teaching and Leadership

Anna Mies Webber
Fargo, ND
Special Education

Sasha Elizabeth Willardson
Williston, ND
Special Education

Master of Engineering

Mohammad Affan
Delhi, DL
Civil Engineering

Rockson Aluah
Grand Forks, ND
Petroleum Engineering

John Alan Brunner
Grand Forks, ND
Electrical Engineering

Savannah Cheek
Albuquerque, NM
Chemical Engineering

Daniel Carl Thomas Clements
Wylie, TX
Petroleum Engineering

Christine Beth Durbin
Lewistown, MT
Civil Engineering

Luc Yvan Nkok
Grand Forks, ND
Petroleum Engineering

Engineering & Mines
Brian Tande, Dean

Master of Science

Mohammed Almarzoogi
Springfield Gardens, NY
Mechanical Engineering

Randy Bethke
Buffalo, MN
Cyber Security

Alessandro Dos Santos
Rockford, IL
Computer Science

Connor Chez Dymerski
Lincoln, ND
Cyber Security

Ricardo Adrian Espin
Dallas, TX
Mechanical Engineering

Ahmed Essam
Grand Forks, ND
Chemical Engineering

Md Hasib Fakir
Grand Forks, ND
Biomedical Engineering

David Murimi Gikungi
Eastvale, CA
Cyber Security

Taylor Brooke Guffey
Seabrook, TX
Cyber Security

Danika Marie Hannon 
Dacono, CO
Cyber Security

Jack Heichel
Jamestown, ND
Electrical Engineering

Marco Samuel Hernandez
Grand Forks, ND
Chemical Engineering

Curtis Dale Huot
Thief River Falls, MN
Computer Science

Lucas Jerylo
Anoka, MN
Mechanical Engineering

Shahmeer S Kanwar
Seabrook, TX
Biomedical Engineering

Abraham Jordan Kazala
Sugar Land, TX
Petroleum Engineering

Vedant Kharche
Cincinnati, OH
Data Science

Tyler B Midas
Maple Grove, MN
Electrical Engineering

Ali Akber Mollick
Grand Forks, ND
Mechanical Engineering

Michaela London Neal
El Dorado Hills, CA
Geological Engineering

Victor Oyebamiji Ojo
Grand Forks, ND
Mechanical Engineering

Oluwaseyi Emmanuel Olorunfemi
Grand Forks, ND
Environmental Engr

Toluwase Testimony Omojiba
Grand Forks, ND
Energy Engineering

Imteaz Osmani
Grand Forks, ND
Mechanical Engineering

Ian Isaac Picklo
Grand Forks, ND
Electrical Engineering

Saisri Pogalla
Grand forks, ND
Computer Science

Farishta Rahman
Grand Forks, ND
Electrical Engineering

Andrew Taylor
Parker, CO
Electrical Engineering

Glavic Bih Tikeri
Grand Forks, ND
Chemical Engineering

Korey Vu
San Jose, CA
Biomedical Engineering
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School of Graduate Studies: Master’s Degrees

Master of Public Health

Master of Science

Nicole Denise Benson
East Grand Forks, MN
Public Health

Emily Possis
South Saint Paul, MN
Public Health

Daniel Wayne Gaines-Lewis
Breckenridge, MO
Medical Laboratory Science

Alaba Thomas Oladunjoye
Zephyrhills, FL
Medical Laboratory Science

Danielle Marie Wells
Pueblo West, CO
Medical Laboratory Science

Medicine &  
Health Sciences

Marjorie Jenkins, Dean

Master of Social Work

Bethany Rachel Abramson
Cook, MN
Social Work

Nursing &  
Professional  

Disciplines
Maridee D. Shogren, Dean

Taylor Sue Back
Spring Valley, MN
Social Work

Whitley Begger
Clancy, MT
Social Work

Taylor Marie Beiswenger
Perham, MN
Social Work

Ivie Brooks
Duluth, MN
Social Work

Amber Renee Bruer
Pettibone, ND
Social Work

Mollie Leann Butcher
Kissimmee, FL
Social Work

Anna Charboneau 
Elk River, MN
Social Work

Carly L Collings
Williston, ND
Social Work

Cedar Rain Dancing Bull
New Town, ND
Social Work

Mandy Jean Davis 
Dunseith, ND
Social Work

Eric Roy Decoteau 
Dunseith, ND
Social Work

McCallister C Gayle 
Verdi, NV
Social Work

Claudine Gojar
Richfield, MN
Social Work

Cassady Green
Grand Forks, ND
Social Work

Liv Haugen
Boston, MA
Social Work

Alexander Cole Hurlebaus
Rochester, MN
Social Work

Amanda Joy
Vallejo, CA
Social Work

Patrick M Kenneh
Grand Forks, ND
Social Work

Jenna Marie Lund
Henning, MN
Social Work

Candace Meyer
West Fargo, ND
Social Work

Jakob Nelson
Sacramento, CA
Social Work

Haley Mae Palmer 
Bismarck, ND
Social Work

Rebecca Rose-Edwards
Minot, ND
Social Work

Olivea Sehrt 
Grand Forks, ND
Social Work

Erica Joy Derheim Shoults
Moorhead, MN
Social Work

Ashlei Nicole Inez Stanczyk
Grand Forks, ND
Social Work

Tasha Steffens
Plains, MT
Social Work

Alexia J Thompson
Fargo, ND
Social Work

Marnie Thompson
Fargo, ND
Social Work

Isreal D Willis
Eden Prairie, MN
Social Work

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 

Today, the University of North Dakota rests on the ancestral lands of the Pembina and Red Lake 

Bands of Ojibwe and the Dakota Oyate - presently existing as composite parts of the Red Lake, 

Turtle Mountain, White Earth Bands, and the Dakota Tribes of Minnesota and North Dakota.

We acknowledge the people who resided here for generations and recognize that the spirit of the 

Ojibwe and Oyate people permeates this land. As a university community, we will continue to build 

upon our relations with the First Nations of the State of North Dakota - the Mandan, Hidatsa, and 

Arikara Nation, Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Nation, Spirit Lake Nation, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, 

and Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians.
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Nicole Poolman

Nicole Poolman grew up in Farmington, Minnesota, 
and graduated from the University of North Dakota 
with a degree in English and Secondary Education. 
She has spent the last 27 years in the classroom, 
teaching at Grand Forks Red River, Mandan, and 
Bismarck Century High Schools. 

After many years of volunteering for political 
campaigns, in 2012 she became a candidate herself 
and was elected to the North Dakota State Senate 
representing North Bismarck, serving in that office 
for a decade.

Her work in the ND State Senate included 
sponsorship of bills to assist victims of domestic 
violence and human trafficking, increase government 
efficiency, provide major infrastructure to the West, 
and reduce personal and corporate income taxes. 

Commencement Speaker

She has also been a champion for children and public 
education with bills to provide safety grants to local 
school districts, help young people consolidate their 
student loans with the creation of the DEAL program, 
and provide early childhood education funding for at-
risk children. She also worked to provide greater access 
to post-secondary educational programs for young 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Nicole retired from the senate in 2022.

She has served on many boards and commissions, and 
recently served as chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Anne Carlsen organization. She and her husband, 
Jim, are small business owners and have three adult 
children: Collin, Grace, and Nick.

W EL COME T O  T HE

UND ALUMNI FAMILY! 
Congratulations! You’re joining more than 
150,000 UND alumni living around the globe.
One of the great things about UND is that, while you may embark on future 
careers, further studies, and new adventures, UND never leaves you.  
You are – and always will be – a Fighting Hawk. And as such, you have a place 
with the UND Alumni Association & Foundation.

to get exclusive 
access to programs and events in your area, the UND Alumni Magazine and more.

P.S. We’re on social media! Follow us @UNDalumni for the latest updates.

Update now
Use your phone’s 
camera to scan this 
code to update your 
info. It will take you less 
than two minutes.
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Special Notices

Social Media
Send a virtual message to your graduate by posting to Twitter or Instagram 
using #UNDproud. Your post may appear on UND.edu!

Webcast
UND provides a live stream video of the commencement ceremonies to 
allow family and friends to participate, even if they cannot attend  
in person. 

The ceremonies will be streamed live on UND’s website (UND.edu) and 
UND Facebook page. Free video downloads of the ceremonies will be 
available on UND’s Vimeo channel at vimeo.com/uofnorthdakota a few 
days after the ceremonies.

Whether the individual is the first or last to receive a degree in the 
graduation ceremony, the conferring of that degree is a very special event 
for every graduate and family. To this end, it is requested that everyone 
remain seated until the conclusion of the commencement ceremony.

Photography
The University has contracted the services of The Grad Team for all 
commencement ceremonies. The service will provide each graduate 
access to a photo taken when accepting congratulations on stage and a 
posed photo. Graduates will see their proofs via email a few days after  
the ceremony.

View and order portraits at thegradteam.com/UND.

Customer Service: call 1.800.482.0321 or email help@thegradteam.com

Student Honor Medallions

Honor Medallions are earned by candidates for the bachelor’s degree who have at least 50 graded hours from the University of North Dakota and achieve a 
scholastic average of 3.50 (cum laude), 3.70 (magna cum laude), and 3.90 (summa cum laude) in courses completed at the University of North Dakota. For 
the purpose of the commencement program and publication, honors are based on the UND grade point average at the end of the previously completed term. 
Once final semester grades are recorded and the degree has been cleared by the college, grade point averages are recalculated and final graduation honors 
are recorded to the transcript and diploma.

Breaking University News   ·   Student & Alumni Successes
Research Achievements 

Subscribe: blogs.UND.edu/und-today/subscribe

SUBSCRIBE  HERE



13

University Marshals

Honorary Faculty Flag Marshal  
9 A.M. 

Dr. Chih Ming Tan 
Professor of Biomedical Sciences

Dr. Chih Ming Tan is a Chester Fritz 
Distinguished Professor and the Page 
Endowed Chair in Applied Economics at the 
Department of Economics & Finance, Nistler 
College of Business & Public Administration 
(NCoBPA). He is the first Associate Dean 
for Research at NCoBPA and has been in that 
role since October 2019. From 2016 to 2022, 
he served as the director of the Master of 
Science in Applied Economics and Predictive 
Analytics (MSAEPA) program.

Since joining UND in 2013, Tan has taught macroeconomics and 
econometrics courses at the undergraduate and graduate levels. Tan’s 
research in applied econometrics examines income inequality and mobility, 
economic growth, and global health. Regarded as a seminal expert in his 
field, Tan was an early proponent of applying machine learning methods to 
uncovering endogenous social groupings in preferences for redistribution 
policies in the US, convergence clubs in economic growth across countries, 
and, more recently, poverty traps in mobility processes in the US. He was  
one of the first to investigate the impact of early exposure to famine on later 
life cognitive development in Sub-Saharan Africa (Ghana). He has since 
studied the long-run impact of early health shocks on later life cognitive and 
mental health outcomes in a variety of other settings (China, India, Indonesia, 
and Mexico).

Tan is a prolific scholar and had authored over 20 peer-reviewed journal 
articles during his time at UND. His work has appeared in both leading 
general interest journals and top field journals in the discipline of economics, 
including the Annual Review of Economics, Economic Journal, the European 
Economic Review, the Journal of Business & Economic Statistics, the Journal of 
Population Economics, the Journal of Public Economics, the Journal of Health 
Economics, Econometric Theory, the Journal of Applied Econometrics, the 
Oxford Bulletin of Economics & Statistics, and more. His citations from these 
and other journal publications number in the thousands.

Since 2018, Tan has served as associate editor for the China Economic 
Review. He is an affiliate scholar of the James M. and Cathleen D. Stone 
Center for Research on Wealth Inequality and Mobility at the University 
of Chicago, a network member of the Human Capital and Economic 
Opportunity Global Working Group at the University of Chicago, and a senior 
fellow of the Rimini Center for Economic Analysis in Italy.

Tan has been a principal investigator on several grants and received a 
Meritorious Research Award from the NCoBPA in 2016. Tan is a referee for 
numerous journals and has evaluated proposals for grant agencies including 
the National Science Foundation, the Economic and Social Research Council 
(UK), and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Canada).

Honorary Faculty Flag Marshal  
1 P.M. 

Dr. Daphne Pedersen 
Professor of Sociology

Dr. Daphne Pedersen joined the UND 
faculty in 2004 and was named Chester Fritz 
Distinguished Professor in 2021. An engaged 
researcher and teacher, she received the 
UND Foundation/Bertin C. Gamble Award 
for Individual Excellence in Teaching in 
2007 and the Faculty Award for Excellence 
in Teaching, Research or Creative Activity, 
and Service in 2018. She served as President 
of Alpha Kappa Delta, the international 
sociology honor society, and was Co-Editor of The Social Science Journal. 
She currently serves on the editorial board of Teaching Sociology, the 
premier journal in her discipline devoted to teaching, and helps organize 
and lead an annual teaching and learning workshop for sociologists.  Dr. 
Pedersen’s research interests include the sociology of health, and how 
work and stress processes shape individual well-being. 

A first-generation college student, Dr. Pedersen earned her undergraduate 
and doctoral degrees in Utah, and master’s degree in Minnesota.  She 
currently serves as Associate Dean in the College of Arts & Sciences.

Honorary Faculty Flag Marshal  
4 P.M. 

Dr. Sean Valentine 
Professor of Entrepreneurship  

& Management

Dr. Sean Valentine is a Chester Fritz 
Distinguished Professor, the Eugene Dahl 
Innovation & Character Endowed Chair, 
and Professor of Management and Chair of 
the Middleton School of Entrepreneurship 
& Management in the Nistler College of 
Business & Public Administration. He 
joined the UND faculty in 2008 and was 
named a UND Chester Fritz Distinguished 
Professor in 2020. His research interests include business ethics, 
workplace misconduct, human resource management, and organizational 
behavior, and his work has appeared in journals such as Human Resource 
Management, Human Relations, Journal of Business Ethics, Journal of 
Business Research, Business & Society, Contemporary Accounting Research, 
and Behavioral Research in Accounting. 

A UND faculty member, chosen from the ranks of the Chester Fritz Distinguished Professors,  
carries the University flag and leads the commencement procession.

A tradition since the early years of the University of North Dakota, students serve as 
the honorary marshals and ushers for commencement exercises.

University Student Marshals

Mohammad Alam  

Jalynn Bauer  

Achouak Benarbia  

Trinity Blair  

Jonathan  Blankenship  

Herbert Che Mughe  

Bryn Hanson  

Faith Johannes  

Sarah Kempel  

Isabelle Kimball  

Graham Kitchin  

Michael Mickey  

Trina Neugebauer  

Grant Odegard  

Samantha Peterson  

Alanna Pritchard  

Andrew Seneker  

Lorraine Toumou  

Nicole Wu
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The Mace of the University

The ceremonial mace was first a practical weapon intended 

to protect the king and borne by the Sergeants-at-Arms, a 

royal bodyguard. The history of the civic mace begins about 

the middle of the 13th century. Since about the 15th century, 

universities have displayed a mace as a symbol of both internal 

authority and the independence of the scholarly tradition.

The mace of the University of North Dakota came into being 

at the direction of George W. Starcher, president from 1954 

to 1971. In 1963 he approached Alvin Rudisill, chairman of 

the Industrial Arts Department, with the idea of creating a 

mace with materials from “Old Main,” UND’s first building. 

Condemned for decades for its severe structural deficiencies, 

Old Main was being demolished as administrative offices had 

moved to the newly completed Twamley Hall.

Rudisill turned to one of his students, Dennis Kulas, who was 

also pursuing a minor in art. Kulas crafted a mace in wood and 

then a second, when some thought the first might be too heavy 

for ceremonial use. The first one is the mace that has been 

carried at the front of all commencement ceremonies since.

Kulas explained the artistic ideas he incorporated into his 

design:

“The theme used for making the mace was like a 

drop of water falling into a body of water, its effects 

sending out ripples throughout the water. Likewise, 

a little learning affects everyone by sending out 

knowledge to all four corners of the Earth, hence the 

design. The globe: symbolizing the Earth. The rings: 

symbolizing a drop of knowledge ever spreading 

throughout the Earth. The four spikes: emphasizing 

the four corners of the Earth.”

The second mace used the same theme, but the globe was 

hollowed out to make it lighter by using recessed rings.

“Old Main,” 1958
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 * Denotes cum laude
 ** Denotes magna cum laude
 *** Denotes summa cum laude
  See description on page 12

Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing

Ceremony for Undergraduate Degrees
Friday, December 20 — 1 p.m. & 4 p.m.

Aylissa Jeanne Adamson 
Lincoln, ND
Nursing

Emma Elisa Alexander 
Bemidji, MN
Nursing

Shawna Lynn Anderson 
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Emmaline Benson 
Ramsey, MN
Nursing

Aubre Lynne Elizabeth Bergum **
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Macyn Paige Bloom *
East Grand Forks, MN
Nursing

Caleb Michael Bonness 
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Jaycee Nicole Bonness 
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Paige Allie Brandner *
East Grand Forks, MN
Nursing

Emily Burgess 
Bemidji, MN
Nursing

Ella Eggers ***
East Grand Forks, MN
Nursing

Maggie Eng 
Underwood, ND
Nursing

Aniston Nicole Eslinger **
Williston, ND
Nursing

Caden M. Franks 
Fargo, ND
Nursing

Tanner Gourde **
West Fargo, ND
Nursing

Abby Rose Greenberg 
Lakeville, MN
Nursing

Madeline Harris *
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Katelyn Jean Hawkins *
Waconia, MN
Nursing

Gena Juane Hellerstedt **
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

College of Nursing & Professional Disciplines
Maridee D. Shogren, Dean

Bachelor of Science 
in Social Work

Ashley Pearl Anderson 
Bismarck, ND
Social Work

Mikayla H. Bercier 
Dunseith, ND
Social Work

Nichole Beston 
Dunseith, ND
Social Work

Amanda Brevda ***
Rochester, MN
Social Work

Shayla Mariea Counts 
Devils Lake, ND
Social Work

Nataly Davila 
Joliet, IL
Social Work

Willanette Bernice DuBois 
Sheyenne, ND
Social Work

Faith Durham ***
Fargo, ND
Social Work

Tray Edwards 
East Grand Forks, MN
Social Work

Shelby Ell 
Wilton, ND
Social Work

Chelsa Faber 
Fargo, ND
Social Work

Ivie Frederick 
St. John, ND
Social Work

Caleb John Hupp 
Plymouth, MN
Nursing

Meagan Jentzsch **
Zimmerman, MN
Nursing

Natalie Ann Johnson *
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Shaylin Hope Kangas **
Arthur, ND
Nursing

Megan Elizabeth Knieling 
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Mikayla Leach ***
Deer Creek, MN
Nursing

Katelyn Longerbone 
Newfolden, MN
Nursing

Holden Miller 
North Branch, MN
Nursing

Sidney Brooke Moen *
Lynchburg, VA
Nursing

Lindsey Nelson *
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Solange Nezeza 
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Laken Novak 
West Fargo, ND
Nursing

McKenna Marie O’brien ***
Vergas, MN
Nursing

Brynna Elizabeth Olson **
Morris, MN
Nursing

Joseph Leon Parsons 
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Kipton Edward Pintok *
Big Lake, MN
Nursing

Blake Keith Polejewski 
Detroit Lakes, MN
Nursing

Anika Rietschel 
Reiles Acres, ND
Nursing

Amanda Saxerud **
Horace, ND
Nursing

Jessica Schmid *
Burnsville, MN
Nursing

Chloe Solvik 
Argyle, MN
Nursing

Chase Garber
Grand Forks, ND
Social Work

Micah Marie Guerrero 
Burlington, ND
Social Work

Leah Ann Johnson 
Argyle, MN
Social Work

Mary Elizabeth Kuske 
Thief River Falls, MN
Social Work

Shodiah L. Lavallie 
Belcourt, ND
Social Work

Marie Darlene Martin 
St. Michael, ND
Social Work

Tatiana Reyes Otero 
Racine, WI
Social Work

Brittany Elizabeth Sharp 
Ponca City, OK
Social Work

Alicia Meagan Sheehan
Glen Allen, VA
Social Work

Melissa Mary Siwgart Lourens 
St. Michael, ND
Social Work

Bailey Elizabeth Soupir 
Courtenay, ND
Social Work

Elizabeth A. Stevens 
Drayton, ND
Social Work

Lex Zhorela **
Bismarck, ND
Social Work

Kathryn Jean Stenberg ***
Williston, ND
Nursing

Alexis Janet Thomas 
Devils Lake, ND
Nursing

Mason Urlacher 
West Fargo, ND
Nursing

Emma Elizabeth Vandekieft **
Champlin, MN
Nursing

Paige Wickum 
Grand Forks, ND
Nursing

Anika Dawn Wilhelmi 
Devils Lake, ND
Nursing
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Bachelor of Science 
in Medical 
Laboratory Science

School of Medicine & Health Sciences
Marjorie Jenkins, Dean

Angelica Lynette Mora 
Hibbing, MN
Medical Laboratory Science

Johanna Nichole Rodriguez 
Long Beach, CA
Medical Laboratory Science

Maya Ann Wilson ***
Rochester, MN
Medical Laboratory Science

College of Engineering & Mines
Brian Tande, Dean

Jennifer Rose Bowser
Chino Hills, CA
Chemical Engineering

Jared Poorman 
North Lawrence, OH
Chemical Engineering

John M. Schoder
Grand Forks, ND
Chemical Engineering

Blake Dean Speidel **
Forest Lake, MN
Chemical Engineering

Bachelor of Science 
in Chemical 
Engineering

Bachelor of Science 
in Data Science

Bachelor of Science 
in Civil Engineering

Lucas Horace Nelson **
Grand Forks, ND
Data Science

Dylan Boecker *
Menomonie, WI
Civil Engineering

Ryan Owen Davies 
Pearland, TX
Civil Engineering

Ronald Edhaya 
Tacoma, WA
Civil Engineering

Romano Gredicek 
Rotterdam, AL
Civil Engineering

Palash Kamlesh Patel
St. Petersburg, FL
Civil Engineering

Bachelor of Science 
in Computer Science

Chaiwat Carlson 
Grand Forks, ND
Computer Science

Greyson Gutzmer *
Fargo, ND
Computer Science

Heather Suzanne Lentz
Thompson, ND
Computer Science

William Meyer *
Lester Prairie, MN
Computer Science

Luke Garrard Moberg 
St. Paul, MN
Computer Science

Karl Victor Muller ***
Tarrytown, NY
Computer Science

Jordan Austin Torres 
Prior Lake, MN
Computer Science

Bashir Ahmed Abdulahi 
Grand Forks, ND
Electrical Engineering

Kenneth William Coker **
Mallorytown, ON
Electrical Engineering

Dustin Keith Grund
Grand Forks, ND
Electrical Engineering

Charles Leslie Rieger
Fargo, ND
Electrical Engineering

Rhett Vail Castro *
Beaverton, OR
Electrical Engineering

Cole J. Brenner
Hudson, WI
Environmental Geoscience

Griffin Walter Bush 
Waconia, MN
Environmental Geoscience

Bachelor of Science 
in Electrical  
Engineering

Bachelor of Science 
in Environmental 
Geoscience

Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical 
Engineering

Laina Jayne Behrenbrinker *
Blaine, MN
Mechanical Engineering

Michele Elizabeth Berner *
Stafford Springs, CT
Mechanical Engineering

Nicholas A. Carrillo 
Norco, CA
Mechanical Engineering

Emily Daugherty 
Chicago, IL
Mechanical Engineering

Eleanore Marie Dzija 
Astoria, NY
Mechanical Engineering

Caden Elijah Knutsvig **
Grand Forks, ND
Mechanical Engineering

Joshua Millage 
Arlington, WA
Mechanical Engineering

Carson Schlenk 
East Grand Forks, MN
Mechanical Engineering

Samuel R. Shockman 
Rochester, MN
Mechanical Engineering
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* Denotes cum laude
** Denotes magna cum laude

*** Denotes summa cum laude
See description on page 12

College of Arts & Sciences
Brad Rundquist, Dean

Bachelor of Arts

Sydney J. Bauer
Highlands Ranch, CO
Psychology

Trinity Lynn Bauer ***
Freeport, MN
Communication

Thomas Frederick Biebel 
Tønsberg Barkåker, Norway
Communication

Jacob Borgen 
Las Vegas, NV
Psychology

Charlotte Ann Bowles 
Prior Lake, MN
Communication

Madeline H. Brazas ***
Middleton, WI
Social Science

MiKyla N. Brix ***
West Fargo, ND
Psychology

Jennifer Chughtai Burris 
Lutz, FL
Social Science

Derek William Chaves 
Grand Forks, ND
Communication

Vanessa Jo Cooper *
Fordville, ND
Psychology

Madison Louise Cullen *
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Kristina Raquel DeWeerd 
Grand Rapids, MI
Psychology

Samuel Robert Erickson 
Spring Park, MN 
Psychology

Sarah J. Fillmore 
Middle River, MN
Psychology

Finley Froslee 
Vining, MN
Theatre Arts

Tatiyanna Nayelli Garcia 
East Grand Forks, MN
Psychology

Rochelle Marie Heinze 
Mandan, ND
Social Science

Grace Alyssa Heron 
Valrico, FL
Sociology

Matthew E. Herrud 
West Fargo, ND
Communication

Caitlyn J. Hickey 
Fifty Lakes, MN
Visual Arts

Mercedes Marrie Jirak 
Breckenridge, MN
Communication

Amanda Johnson 
Carlos, MN
Communication

Zoe Fay-Loken Johnson
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Alexander James Jones 
Grand Forks, ND
History

Hyunsik Joo **
Grand Forks, ND
Global Studies

Miah K. Kettner ***
Mahnomen, MN
Psychology

Haley Marie Kim **
Grand Forks, ND
Sociology

Austin B. King 
Washburn, ND
German

Ella Mae Kline **
Brainerd, MN
Communication

Jonathan Lafleur ***
Grand Forks, ND
Classical Studies

Hannah Lalim ***
St. Stephen, MN
Psychology

Brandy Furr Lanier 
Eagle Springs, NC
Communication

Jared Anthony Lemieux 
Bismarck, ND
Psychology

Leanna Michelle Massie 
Dickinson, ND
Communication

Haley Grace Mcdermott **
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Brandon Thomas Mcgarry 
Grand Forks, ND
Communication

Ingrid Bertina Meberg
Grand Forks, ND
Global Studies

Jonathon Knox Melander 
Grand Forks, ND
Philosophy & Ethics

Elizabeth Morrison 
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Molly Katherine Nies 
Bottineau, ND
Psychology

Hailee Rose Orhn
Coleraine, MN
Communication

Noah W. Pieper 
Woodbury, MN
Psychology

Brayden Joseph Porter 
Sacramento, CA
Psychology

Robert Posten 
Broken Arrow, OK
Psychology

Dylan D. Quick *
Valley City, ND
Spanish

Miah Rauhauser 
Bismarck, ND
Psychology

Lyvia Roark 
Minot, ND
Psychology

Joseph Lee Rombold 
Sharpsville, PA
Psychology

Maren Schettler ***
Menoken, ND
English

Mikayla L. Schweigert
Oakdale, MN
Sociology

Tia Sipma 
Mandan, ND
Social Science

Laura Standen ***
Yankton, SD
French

David Mattias Trnka **
West Fargo, ND
Communication

Baileyann Vincent-Cortes **
Spokane, WA
Psychology

Evan Andres Vinole *
Temecula, CA
Spanish

Garrett Webber ***
Thompson, ND
Communication

Julia Marie Westin 
Carver, MN
Spanish

Ashanti Deasia Wright 
Horn Lake, MS
Communication

Bachelor of  
General Studies

Riley Ahrndt 
Sartell, MN
General Studies

Darci Lynae Baumann-Fern 
Mabel, MN
General Studies

Keyan Farahmand 
West Fargo, ND
General Studies

Julia H. Gaifus **
Clarksville, TN
General Studies

Jalen Decoteau 
Belcourt, ND
Visual Arts

Anissa Oveson 
Cloquet, MN
Musical Theatre

Bachelor Fine Arts

Hans Kristian Hauge 
Virginia Beach, VA
General Studies

Spencer Emerson Lynn Hruska 
Thompson, ND
General Studies

Abby Lynn Huotari
Casselton, ND
General Studies

Amanda Kane 
Worcester, MA
General Studies

Ben Frank Kolesar
Snohomish, WA
General Studies

Molly Frances Lamb
Fargo, ND
General Studies

Nicole Taylor Louthain 
Grand Forks AFB, ND
General Studies

Aloria D. Nelson 
Park River, ND
General Studies

Amy Nelson 
Minneapolis, MN
General Studies

Sarah Jean Ochsner 
Hazen, ND
General Studies

Lucy Jacqueline Paschke *
Medford, MN
General Studies

Logan Aaron Petznick **
Pelican Rapids, MN
General Studies

Elian Radoi
Grand Forks, ND
General Studies

Krysta Ronning 
West Fargo, ND
General Studies

Caleb Mikal Allan Schon 
Minot, ND
General Studies

Taylor Renae Aakre **
Moorhead, MN
Biology / Professional Health

Mackenzie Marie Amerman 
Kindred, ND
Psychology

Kayla Renae Becker **
Inkster, ND
Psychology

Dayen Knight Bell 
Crookston, MN
Physics 
Mathematics

Bachelor of Science
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Bachelor of 
Science, continued

Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice 
Studies

MiKyla N. Brix ***
West Fargo, ND
Criminal Justice Studies

Harley R. Clemensen *
Grand Forks, ND
Criminal Justice Studies

Jacob Dorion 
Carver, MN
Criminal Justice Studies

Katie Ann Kelsch 
Bismarck, ND
Criminal Justice Studies

Miah K. Kettner ***
Mahnomen, MN
Criminal Justice Studies

Alexander Alfonso Ossorio 
Lafayette, CO
Criminal Justice Studies

Haleigh Peters 
Grand Forks, ND
Criminal Justice Studies

Noah W. Pieper 
Woodbury, MN
Criminal Justice Studies

Victoria Danielle Ruch 
Lakeville, MN
Criminal Justice Studies

Jacob Ruotsinoja 
Hugo, MN
Criminal Justice Studies

Alexander Shannon 
Honolulu, HI
Criminal Justice Studies

Edward Yang Wang 
Grand Forks, ND
Criminal Justice Studies

Lily Rose Williams 
Pelican Rapids, MN
Criminal Justice Studies

Bachelor of Science 
in Fisheries & 
Wildlife Biology

Colin Borgen 
Grand Forks, ND
Fisheries & Wildlife Biology

Tanner Jacob Hall *
Mantorville, MN
Fisheries & Wildlife Biology

William Johnson **
Grand Forks, ND
Fisheries & Wildlife Biology

College of arts & Sciences

Gracie Grabe ***
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Charles Lee Hatcher 
Arvilla, ND
Psychology

Zachary A. Henry 
Akeley, MN
Health Studies

Kaydee J. High 
Duluth, MN
Health Studies

Elias Hugh *
Grand Forks, ND
Biology

Hiep Minh Huynh
Seattle, WA
Mathematics

Melissa Iantaffi-Wright **
Grand Forks, ND
Mathematics

Ethan Derrek Johnson *
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Sylvie Kramer ***
Minot, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Amy Kringlie **
Fargo, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Alayna M. Martinez
Grand Forks, ND
Biology

Walker L. Matthew 
Grand Forks, ND
Biology

Sarah Grace McBurnett 
Rincon, GA
Health Studies

Tristan Michael Mccoy 
Gonvick, MN
Psychology

Brooklyn Marit Melcher 
Middle River, MN
Psychology

Nevada Thomas Murphy 
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Jordan Naslund *
Thief River Falls, MN
Forensic Science

Vu Xuan Nguyen 
Grand Forks, ND
Mathematics

Tanner Royce Nielsen **
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Livia R. Obrigewitch 
Mandan, ND
Psychology

Brandi Pacovsky **
Bainville, MT
Psychology

Micah Jon Penn ***
Bismarck, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Haleigh Peters 
Grand Forks, ND
Forensic Science

Lexi Powers 
Hudson, WI
Mathematics

Mansib Rahman ***
West Fargo, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Andrew Davis Rilometo 
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Chloe Elizabeth Schaefer **
Oakes, ND
Psychology

Elizabeth Schanilec *
Forest River, ND
Health Studies

Grace Lynn Schirrick ***
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Mia Irene Shelden 
Alexandria, MN
Biology / Professional Health

Chase T. Spicer **
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Vicente Alonso Torres ***
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Abigail Marie Triplett ***
Fargo, ND
Health Studies

Maggie Elizabeth Trites ***
Perham, MN
Biology / Professional Health

Priscella Trottier 
Belcourt, ND
Psychology

Taryn Trueblood ***
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Jenna Wehausen ***
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Claire Wehri
Grand Forks, ND
Environmental Studies

Jaxon Wetzel *
Bismarck, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Rowdy James Berger 
Chapel Hill, NC
Psychology

Holly Marian Bergquist *
Pelican Rapids, MN
Health Studies

Luke Addison Bigelow 
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Leokadia L. Bring **
Strandquist, MN
Biology / Professional Health

Bruce C. Buckle Jr. 
Lakeland, FL
Geography

Tiffany Campbell *
Grand Forks, ND
Biology / Professional Health

Lauren M. Casavant
Rugby, ND
Biology

Jace William Catalan **
Fargo, ND
Psychology

Sri Charakuru *
Maple Grove, MN
Biology / Professional Health

Harley R. Clemensen *
Grand Forks, ND
Forensic Science

Lauren Paige Collins
New Prague, MN
Environmental Studies

Jake Frederick Doll 
Finley, ND
Environmental Studies

Amanda M. Donnelly 
Manteca, CA
Biology / Professional Health

Kenzie Edland **
Carrington, ND
Forensic Science

Martin Louis Epstein 
Arlington, MA
Mathematics

Sydney Rae Fearing 
Grand Forks, ND
Psychology

Miah Christina Gellerstedt *
Grand Forks, ND
Health Studies

Isaak Stewart Geroy 
Pequot Lakes, MN
Biology / Professional Health
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College of Education & Human Development
Shelbie Witte, Dean

Bachelor of Science 
in Education

Brooke Natalie Anderson *
Strandquist, MN
Elementary Education

Alex Bennett *
Phoenix, AZ
Elementary Education

Chloe Joyce Benson 
Grand Forks, ND
Elementary Education

Maggie Leigh Beuning ***
Big Lake, MN
Elementary Education 
Early Childhood

Montgomery Brown 
Grand Forks, ND
Elementary Education

Haley Alexandra Curry 
Grand Forks, ND
Science

Ian Karl Evavold 
East Grand Forks, MN
Elementary Education

Jerzie Marie Finstad **
Thief River Falls, MN
Elementary Education

Ella D. Fosse ***
Grand Forks, ND
Elementary Education

Madeline Godwin **
Elbow Lake, MN
Composite Social Studies Education

Blake A. Hanson
Tolna, ND
Elementary Education  
awarded posthumously

Sullivan Patrick Igo 
Grand Forks, ND
Composite Social Studies Education

Hallie Selene Jones
Grand Forks, ND
Elementary Education

Ellie Clair Kraft **
Grand Forks, ND
Elementary Education

Abigail Lana Larson 
Grand Forks, ND
Early Childhood Education

Arian E. Mackner *
Grand Forks, ND
Elementary Education

Abigail Peichel **
St. Cloud, MN
Elementary Education

Torey Nicole Peterson ***
Lancaster, MN
Elementary Education

Emma Kathryn Rudolph ***
Fargo, ND
Elementary Education

Senna Maria Schaffhausen
Rosemount, MN
Elementary Education

Allison Elise Schley **
Le Center, MN
Elementary Education

Jacqueline Jordan Smith 
Bloomington, MN
Elementary Education

Anna Jo Spokely 
Hillsboro, ND
Elementary Education

Eleanor Theis ***
Eagan, MN
Elementary Education

Bachelor of Science 
in Kinesiology

Savannah Ruth Alderman **
Yakima, WA
Kinesiology

Brittany M. Bailey 
Pittsburgh, PA
Kinesiology

Ashlynn Birst **
Bismarck, ND
Kinesiology

Cathryn Ann Bloom 
Alexandria, MN
Kinesiology

Jaydin Josephine Decker ***
Dickinson, ND
Kinesiology

Bailey Dillinger
Beecher, IL
Kinesiology

Bachelor of Science 
in Esports

Andrew Nicholas Carlson 
Grand Forks, ND
Esports

Alexandra Mary Gasparini **
Grand Forks, ND
Kinesiology

Madison Emma Grimes
Little River, CA
Kinesiology

Brandon L. Henry
Grand Forks, ND
Kinesiology

Sasha Belle Lyons ***
Woodbury, MN
Kinesiology

Lily Marie Obert 
Stanley, ND
Kinesiology

Craig Michael Orlando **
Verndale, MN
Kinesiology

Kate Spencer Osowski 
Fargo, ND
Kinesiology

Wyatt Pedigo 
Hoisington, KS
Kinesiology

Britney Cecilia Rodriguez 
Horizon City, TX
Kinesiology

Bachelor of Science 
in Public Health 
Education

Melissa Hayes 
East Grand Forks, MN
Public Health Education

Kirah Snow Morsette 
New Town, ND
Public Health Education

Zachary T. Wald
Anoka, MN
Composite Social Studies Education

Sydney Corinne Wood **
Rogers, MN
Elementary Education

Brooke Leigh Workman **
West Fargo, ND
Elementary Education

Nistler College of Business &  
Public Administration

Amy Henley, Dean

Bachelor of 
Accountancy

Sean C. Davidson ***
St. Cloud, MN
Accountancy

Caleb Dockter *
Bismarck, ND
Accountancy

Anya Penelope Gangl 
Grand Forks, ND
Accountancy

Ashley Guthmiller ***
Bismarck, ND
Accountancy

Kailey Jean Hemmah 
Fertile, MN
Accountancy

Elliana Lizabeth Lindberg 
Mentor, MN
Accountancy

Kia Marie Mcglynn
Red Lake Falls, MN
Accountancy

Cortney Marie Newton **
Manvel, ND
Accountancy

Zachary Brian Pastir **
Hallock, MN
Accountancy

Kacy Jo Philpot *
Grand Forks, ND
Accountancy

Cole Vincent Pomarleau 
Grand Forks, ND
Accountancy

Grace Kendall Marie Weiss *
Fargo, ND
Accountancy

Nicholas J. Kupfer *
Bismarck, ND
Economics

Mark D. Van Wart
Grand Forks, ND
Economics

Bachelor of Arts  
in Economics
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Trinity Lynn Bauer ***
Freeport, MN
Political Science

Jessica Marie Buck
Manvel, ND
Political Science

McCartney Joy Jundt 
Fargo, ND
Political Science

Isaac Lawrence King 
Grand Forks, ND
Political Science

Jonathan Lafleur ***
Grand Forks, ND
Political Science

Brandon Stockwell 
Beach, ND
Political Science

Julia Marie Westin 
Carver, MN
Political Science

Mitchell Eldon Willis 
Grand Forks, ND
Political Science

Bachelor of Arts  
in Political Science

Bachelor of 
Business 
Administration

Chloe Louise Aamodt 
Arvilla, ND
Managerial Finance & Accounting 
Marketing

Blaze R. Ackerland
Fargo, ND
Management

Zead Alharbi 
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Management

Muhammed Abdullah M. Alnaqib 
Makkah, ND
Airport Management

Coral Alt 
Carson, ND
Management

Zachary Babb 
Mound, MN
Management

Faith Beauclair 
Davenport, ND
Operations & Supply Chain

Heidi Nicole Bell 
Crookston, MN
Management

Wyatt Leo Bell 
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Jackson Lee Bellerud 
Fargo, ND
Business Economics

Bo David Belquist 
New Rockford, ND
Marketing

Nistler College of Business &  
Public Administration

Sarah Bickford
Anoka, MN
Management

Landen Laurel Blanchfield 
Devils Lake, ND
Entrepreneurship

Ethan Blotske 
Dickinson, ND
Finance

Jordyn Lee Bohlman **
Thompson, ND
Marketing

Tyler Allen Buss 
Morris, MN
Finance

Reis Daniel Calderon 
Lakeville, MN
Management

Thomas Chirpich 
Minneapolis, MN
Marketing

Avianna J. Christensen-Moen 
Mandan, ND
Management

Kristy Dawn Coleman **
Bottineau, ND
Finance

Nicholas K. Dale 
East Grand Forks, MN
Management

Sean C. Davidson ***
St. Cloud, MN
Finance

Cole Davis 
Marengo, IL
Finance

Cierra Rose Dody *
Walker, MN
Marketing

Joshua Allen Drady 
Minot, ND
Finance

Edens Dumervil *
Williston, ND
Entrepreneurship 
Marketing

Abigail Jacqueline Eckstrom 
Prior Lake, MN
Marketing

Greyson Skeie Farnsworth 
Bismarck, ND
Management 
Finance

Leecia Flaten 
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Grace Emelia Gallagher 
Chanhassen, MN
Marketing

Jonan Garcia 
Grand Forks, ND
Finance

Victoria Dawn Glowatski ***
Estevan, SK
Information Systems

Alison A. Haag 
New Brighton, MN
Marketing

Ryan A. Haghighi 
Savage, MN
Finance 
Management

Drew Halden *
Bemidji, MN
Finance

Jack Richard Hanson 
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Mariah Grace Hapka 
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Jauslynn Harstad 
Monticello, MN
Human Resource Management

Olivia Hasbargen *
Wheaton, MN
Marketing

Christopher Hendrickson 
Lakota, ND
Marketing

Benjamin Arthur Henrickson 
Two Harbors, MN
Finance

Greta Jacqueline Hentges *
Morris, MN
Marketing

Rylee Levay Hoppe 
Horace, ND
Management

Alyssa Hovde 
East Grand Forks, MN
Marketing

Morgan XiaoFen Hungness 
Alexandria, MN
Management 
Marketing

Tanner Nicholas Kochevar 
Lakeville, MN
Management

Zachary Wilfred Koetz 
Mapleton, ND
Finance

McClain Kramer 
Fergus Falls, MN
Operations & Supply Chain

Morgan Lynn Larock ***
Grand Forks, ND
Operations & Supply Chain

Zachary Lavigne 
Prior Lake, MN
Marketing 
Management

Zachary Leaf 
Wauconda, IL
Finance

Jack Patrick Lee *
Moorhead, MN
Information Systems

Dominik Ladislav Lettovsky **
Avon, CO
Aviation Management 
Operations & Supply Chain Management

Jaxon Palmer Lian 
Grand Forks, ND
Finance

John Joseph Lloyd 
Jordan, MN
Aviation Management

Callie Veronica Maszk 
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Alexander Lynn Mcarthur
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Evan Miller 
Fargo, ND
Marketing

Alexandra Mudrick *
Loretto, MN
Marketing

Benton John Murray 
Grand Forks, ND
Finance

Matthew Nathe ***
Bismarck, ND
Managerial Finance & Accounting

Tucker Nielsen 
Minot, ND
Finance

Zachary Brian Pastir **
Hallock, MN
Finance

Madison Peterson 
Grand Rapids, MN
Marketing

Corey Michael Phillips 
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Management

Charles Possis 
Lakeville, MN
Entrepreneurship

Colin Michael Rennard *
Santa Rosa, CA
Aviation Management

Nicholas Rocco 
Hartland, WI
Finance

Emma Roff **
Big Lake, MN
Marketing

Rakieta Sawadogo 
Grand Forks, ND
Finance

Isaiah James Schuster
Edina, MN
Finance 
Marketing

Payton Ashley Scott 
Rogers, MN
Marketing

Mallory Sheldon **
Grand Forks, ND
Human Resource Management

Jayden Layne Sherrard *
Cooperstown, ND
Management

Owen Skroch **
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Management

Isaiah Q. Smith 
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Joseph Steen 
Aurora, CO
Airport Management

Simon Orion Sveum **
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

Evan Tapp *
Grand Forks, ND
Finance 
Marketing

Mexx Houston Thom 
Kelliher, MN
Entrepreneurship
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Bachelor of 
Business 
Administration, 

continued Bachelor of 
Science in Public 
Administration

Nistler College of Business &  
Public Administration

Alecia Chapin 
Bismarck, ND
Public Affairs

Hannah Catherine Thompson **
Grand Forks, ND
Finance

Megan Kay Thune **
Dilworth, MN
Management

Owen Warrey 
Casselton, ND
Marketing

Garrett Webber ***
Thompson, ND
Marketing

Claire Wharam 
Park River, ND
Marketing

Kelsey Ann Wick 
Prior Lake, MN
Marketing

Jack Porter Wilhelmi 
Grand Forks, ND
Business Economics

Evan Wocken *
Grand Forks, ND
Marketing

John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences
Robert Kraus, Dean

Bachelor of Science 
in Aeronautics

Andie Marie Akenson ***
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Safety & Operations

Thomas Michael Amundson ***
St. Cloud, MN
Commercial Aviation

Mackenzie Joy Anderson-Caldwell **
Anchorage, AK
Aviation Studies 
Aviation Safety & Operations

Parker B. Arai
Cheshire, CT
Commercial Aviation

Jacob Ash
Broken Arrow, OK
Commercial Aviation

Andrew J. Bailey **
Hamilton, OH
Aviation Studies

Ian Bauer
Prior Lake, MN
Aviation Safety & Operations

Hayden Quinn Bavis *
Lewiston, ME
Commercial Aviation

Landon B. Beck 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Dylan Michael Bennett 
St. Michael, MN
Commercial Aviation

Nicole Janece Beyer 
Zimmerman, MN
Aviation Safety & Operations

Micah Bradley Blake ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Gavin Layne Brandon *
South Weber, UT
Commercial Aviation

Hunter Brashear 
Chesapeake, VA
Commercial Aviation

Gabriel Jackson Brisbois ***
Wyoming, MN
Commercial Aviation

Nehemiah Broten 
Grand Forks, ND
Air Traffic Management

Taliah Brown 
Grand Forks, ND
Air Traffic Management

Jessica Tylea Bruender 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Chase Isaac Buchholz **
Bemidji, MN
Commercial Aviation

Carson Deen Calhoun ***
Garrison, ND
Commercial Aviation

Thomas A. Callaway
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Safety and Operations

Jimena Carreon
The Woodlands, TX
Aviation Safety and Operations

Junho Cha ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Vivian Chang **
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Adam Sean Chapman *
Andover, MN
Commercial Aviation

Yian Cho *
Osseo, MN
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Mohamad Chouman 
Rosemount, MN
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

James Christie *
Grand Forks, ND
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Fiona Clot **
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation 

Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Connor Cooper ***
Tomahawk, WI
Commercial Aviation

Brady Robert Demers 
Big Lake, MN
Aviation Studies

Gracie Clair Dexter *
Farmington, MN
Aviation Safety and Operations

Jamaila Joy Doreza **
Fall City, WA
Commercial Aviation

Jacob William Drake *
Orrington, ME
Commercial Aviation

Joshua Dresow 
Lonsdale, MN
Commercial Aviation

Daniel Diedrich Drevlow 
Faribault, MN
Aviation Studies

Patrick Duffy ***
Joliet, IL
Commercial Aviation

Justin Edinger 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Kolby James Elseth ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Calvin Liu Yi Faust 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Taylor Flaata ***
Garfield, MN
Commercial Aviation

Nicholas Fosse 
White Bear Lake, MN
Commercial Aviation

Conner Rikuto Gailfus 
Clarksville, TN
Aviation Studies

Arun P. Gandikota 
Lakeville, MN
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Tyler James Ganse *
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Lauren Elizabeth Glennon ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Tyler Mark Gohmann ***
St. Cloud, MN
Commercial Aviation

Trenton David Hanseder
Grand Forks, ND
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

John Mark Anthony Hartlaub 
Monument, CO
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Jackson Thomas Heim *
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Danielle P. Heinl 
Palatine, IL
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Max Anthony Peter Hergel 
Grand Forks, ND
Air Traffic Management

Sarah Hines **
Brooklyn Park, MN
Commercial Aviation

Michael Brian Huber ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Anthony Robert Hulke *
Courtland, MN
Commercial Aviation

Jack C. Ihry 
Hope, ND
Aviation Studies

Arjun Jagada **
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Safety & Operations 
Commercial Aviation

Isaac Lawrence King 
Grand Forks, ND
Public Affairs

Mitchell Eldon Willis 
Grand Forks, ND
Public Affairs
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John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences

Bachelor of Science 
in Aeronautics, 

continued

Shelby Ebertowski 
Fulshear, TX
Atmospheric Sciences

Marisa Elise Perez 
Grand Forks, ND
Atmospheric Sciences

Hogyu Jeon ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Amanda Louise Johnson 
New Richmond, WI
Commercial Aviation

John Christopher Jones **
Venice, FL
Aviation Safety & Operations

Hyunsik Joo **
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Ethan Robert Kilmartin ***
Marengo, IL
Commercial Aviation

Sungjong Kim *
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Andrew Lloyd Kimmel
Davis, CA
Commercial Aviation

Munseong Koo **
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Emma Korte *
Centennial, CO
Aviation Safety and Operations

Matthew Kuehlwein ***
Woodbury, MN
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Michael Frederic Kurtz 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Jocelyn Alexi Ledin-Bruening **
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Safety & Operations 
Commercial Aviation

Christian John Lee 
Urbandale, IA
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Hojun Lee *
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Joo Young Lee *
Bellevue, WA
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Sanghyun Lee ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Dominik Ladislav Lettovsky **
Avon, CO
Commercial Aviation

Immanuel Lim **
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Avery M. Llanas
Milwaukee, WI
Commercial Aviation

John Joseph Lloyd 
Jordan, MN
Commercial Aviation

Alexander Tienhow Lo 
Gilbert, AZ
Aviation Studies

Julianne Lore **
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Abbos Mamanazarov
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Chase P. McDermott 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Johann Loren Meyer ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Gun Hong Min ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Tracy Mitchell **
Billings, MT
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Parker Dean Mock *
Hopkins, MN
Commercial Aviation

Sean Patrick Monahan 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Gracia Mulinda Mulinga **
Grand Forks, ND
Air Traffic Management

Sean P. Murphy 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Studies

Matthew Ryan Murrietta
Ramsey, MN
Commercial Aviation

Andrew Gunther Neumann *
Audubon, MN
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Dominic Thomas Neutgens 
Otsego, MN
Commercial Aviation

Levi T. Nguyen *
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

John Edward Nulty **
West St. Paul, MN
Commercial Aviation

Dylan James Olive ***
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Maximilian Michael Ortiz 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Will Jeffry Paredes
Fall City, WA
Aviation Studies

Ju Hwan Park 
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Studies

Gavin Michael Parris 
Minnetrista, MN
Commercial Aviation

Genrick Matthew Paulino 
Dublin, CA
Aviation Studies 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Evan Payette *
Kenosha, WI
Air Traffic Management

Marisa Elise Perez 
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Studies 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Connor Vaughn Phillips 
Lake Orion, MI
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Michael Henry Prahin *
Novi, MI
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Anjali Rai 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Julia Elaine Raker *
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Grace Rames **
Glyndon, MN
Commercial Aviation 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations

Caden Roach *
Woodbury, MN
Commercial Aviation

Samuel O. Rollings-Dehaven
Luck, WI
Aviation Studies

Austin K. Ruhland
Sioux Falls, SD
Commercial Aviation

Thomas Anthony Tai Ruvo *
Augusta, NJ
Commercial Aviation

Danielle Sayles **
Lakewood Ranch, FL
Air Traffic Management

Andrew David Schelonka
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Rachel Katherine Schiltz ***
Horace, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Courtney K. Schultz 
Ridgecrest, CA
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations 
Air Traffic Management

Donald Selmer 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Rasam Aly Shaaeli ***
Rochester, MN
Commercial Aviation

Casey Michael Sheppard 
Joliet, IL
Commercial Aviation

Riley Shimatsu *
Aiea, HI
Commercial Aviation

Kayla Marie Sobolik **
Devils Lake, ND
Commercial Aviation 
Aviation Safety and Operations

Tyler Michael Sperry *
Renton, WA
Commercial Aviation

Laura Standen ***
Yankton, SD
Commercial Aviation

Noah Alexander Stevens **
Portland, OR
Aviation Studies

David Anthony Stobierski 
Dunwoody, GA
Aviation Studies

Ryan George Sullivan 
Corte Madera, CA
Commercial Aviation

Dylan Eli Taillac **
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Studies

Christopher Thorpe 
Santa Maria, CA
Flight Education

Ava Marie Thrawl *
St. Paul, MN
Commercial Aviation

Sarah Marie Tobin *
Grand Forks, ND
Aviation Safety & Operations

Dylan Darrin Tonsfeldt 
West Fargo, ND
Commercial Aviation

Lex Dave Torgerson 
Kindred, ND
Commercial Aviation

Matthew Sean Truax ***
Grand Forks, ND
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Operations 
Commercial Aviation

Maho Tsukamoto 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Harison Van Siclen **
West St. Paul, MN
Commercial Aviation

Eian J. VanGenderen 
Rugby, ND
Commercial Aviation

Juan Daniel Villalpando-Lopez 
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Evan Andres Vinole *
Temecula, CA
Commercial Aviation

Jay Robert Wiseman **
Grand Forks, ND
Commercial Aviation

Alexis Wollum ***
Canby, MN
Aviation Safety & Operations

Mark Joseph Yerbich *
Bemidji, MN
Commercial Aviation

Suk Jin Yoon 
Torrance, CA
Commercial Aviation

Dylan Chad Zenner 
Stratford, WI
Commercial Aviation

Bachelor of Science 
in Atmospheric 
Sciences



23

Lt Col. Aaron McCurdy 
Professor of Aerospace 
Science

Commission as  
Second Lieutenant  
United States  
Air Fource

Michael Frederic Kurtz 

Space Force

William Meyer

Cyberspace Operations

Sarah Marie Tobin

Missileer

Major Jared Budenski 
Professor of Military 
Science

Commission as  
Second Lieutenant  
United States Army

Anjali Rai

National Guard

Matthew Sean Truax 

National Guard

Candidates for Commission

Graduates in the Honors Program
Merie Kirby, Honors Program Director

The following students have fulfilled the objectives of the University of North Dakota’s Honors Program, a program designed to 
broaden and enrich the undergraduate curriculum. A substantial segment of their University training has been pursued in Honors 

courses, tutorials, and colloquia, and they have engaged in independent research. 

Jace Catalan

Alexandra Mary Gasparini

Tanner Jacob Hall

Each semester, a survey is sent to new graduates asking
them to reflect on their time at UND and to share 
post-graduation plans. 

Complete the survey to be included in a drawing for a $250 
Amazon gift card - winner drawn one month after graduation.  

To participate, watch for an email from UND Career Services with 
the link.

Questions? Contact us: 701.777.2117  |  UND.Pages@UND.edu

Plans After Graduation
& Experiences Survey

Kacy Jo Philpot

Mansib Rahman

Abigail Triplett
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William M. Blackburn

1884 — 1885

Henry Montgomery

1885 — 1887 (Acting)

Homer B. Sprague

1887 — 1891

Webster Merrifield

1891 — 1909

Frank L. McVey

1909 — 1917

John C. West

1933 — 1954

Thomas F. Kane

1918 — 1933

Earle J. Babcock

1917 — 1918 (Interim)

George W. Starcher

1954 — 1971

Thomas J. Clifford

1971 — 1992

Charles E. Kupchella

1999 — 2008

Kendall L. Baker

1992 — 1999

Robert O. Kelley

2008 — 2016

Edward T. Schafer

2016 (Interim)

Mark R. Kennedy

2016 — 2019

Joshua Wynne

2019 — 2020 (Interim)

Andrew Armacost

2020 — present

Presidents of the University

UND History

• UND was founded in 1883 by the Dakota 
Territorial Assembly — six years before 
North Dakota became a state.

• The cornerstone for Old Main — UND’s first 
building and where the Eternal Flame in the 
Old Main Memorial Plaza now stands — was 
laid in the fall of 1883.

• As part of its evolution into a full-fledged, 
multi-purpose University, UND added 
research and the instruction of graduate 
students (the first master’s degree was 
awarded in 1895) before the end of the  
19th century.

• Four faculty members met the 11 students 
who entered the University on opening day, 
September 8, 1884.

• Three U.S. Presidents have visited campus: 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and 
Ronald Reagan.

• The first class of eight students graduated on 
June 13, 1889.

• Unlike most state institutions of higher 
education west of the Mississippi, UND did 
not begin as an agricultural school or as a 
teachers college. It was organized initially as 
a College of Arts & Sciences, with a Normal 
School for the education of teachers.

With help from more than 150,000 proud alumni, UND’s traditions have endured for more than 
a century. Our history is colorful and diverse. From educators to political leaders and astronauts, 
our alumni credit UND for their successes. Here are some facts:

Ground Breaking Ceremony

Science Lab



The First Commencement

The following is excerpted from University of the Northern 

Plains, the history of the University of North Dakota written by 

Louis G. Geiger and published in 1958 as part of the University’s 

75th anniversary celebration.

A major milestone in student affairs, as well as in the 

University’s history, was the graduation of the first college 

class in 1889. A faculty committee was appointed in February 

to plan the exercises. In April the student body met and chose 

the school colors, the pink and green of the prairie rose, 

“suggestive of our green prairies and rosy prospects.”  On June 

13, a cool, fair day, the ceremony began at ten o’clock in the 

University assembly hall, which had been decorated with flags 

and flowers and a large “89” centerpiece. A capacity crowd 

of students and spectators (perhaps as many as 250) was on 

hand as the graduates — “the ladies … dressed in white” and 

“the gentlemen … neatly attired” — marched to their places 

on the stage to the accompaniment of music by [W. W.] Hall’s 

Cadet Band. Special guests were the Regents, H. M. Mellette, 

governor of the Territory, several other territorial officials 

[North Dakota did not attain statehood until November 2, 1889], 

and Nehemiah Ordway, who as governor had signed the 

organic act of the University. [President Homer B.] Sprague 

presided and introduced the speakers. Mellette observed that 

it was a “Red River letter day.”  Ordway spoke with pride 

and feeling on the University’s founding. One of the Regents 

relieved the occasion with a touch of unconscious humor 

when he explained:  “As to the faculty we have done the best 

we could with the money at hand.”  Following the official 

commemoration of the occasion, the main part of the program 

began; there were essays and orations presented by each of 

the eight graduates, six from the college and two from the 

four-year normal course; Frances M. Allen (B.A.), Clinton S. 

DeGroat (B.S.), Ben E. Ingwaldson (B.S.), Cora Smith (B.S.), 

Marie Teel (B.S.), May Travis (B.A.), and Genevieve Arnold 

and Irene Mares (normal certificates). The orations, on 

current as well as literary and moral subjects, were printed in 

full in the Grand Forks newspapers.

Three of the college graduates were from Grand Forks; none 

had come from farther than Hillsboro. Not one had been born 

in North Dakota; Ben Ingwaldson had been born in Norway. In 

the class of 1890, of seven college graduates, four were from 

Grand Forks, three were women, and six took the science 

degree. A considerable proportion of the early graduates 

entered medicine, law, or teaching. Cora Smith, a member of 

the first class, took a degree in medicine at Boston University; 

Mary Crans of the second class completed the course in 

dentistry at the University of Michigan. Ben Ingwaldson went 

on to the University of Minnesota law school. North Dakota’s 

first appointee to West Point, Joseph Travis, graduated in the 

class of 1890.

The University of North Dakota graduated its first class on June 

13, 1889. Seated:  Frances M. Allen, B.A.; May Travis, B.A.; 

Genevieve Arnold, Normal Certificate; and Marie Teel, B.S. 

Standing:  Irene Mares, Normal Certificate; Clinton S. DeGroat, 

B.S.; Cora Smith, B.S., and Ben E. Ingwaldson, B.S.

The Main Building and Ladies’ Hall (later Davis Hall)



Congratulations  
and Best Wishes

Share your UND graduation experience by  
tagging your social media posts with #UNDproud.

Your photo may appear on UND.edu!

The University of North Dakota is proud to recognize the accomplishments of 
its graduates and to extend best wishes to them, their families and loved ones.


