
 

Economic Hardship Employment Authorization 

 
USCIS regulations permit eligible students to apply for off-campus work authorization based upon 
severe economic hardship.  The economic hardship must have been caused by unforeseen 
circumstances that were beyond the student’s control. 
 

Eligibility 
 

Unforeseen circumstances that can make a student eligible for hardship-based employment include: 
1. Loss of financial aid or on-campus employment without fault on the part of the student 
2. Substantial fluctuations in the value of currency or exchange rate 
3. Inordinate increases in tuition and/or living costs 
4. Unexpected changes in the financial condition of the student’s source of support 
5. Medical bills 
6. Other substantial and unexpected expenses 

 

F-1 students who can document that one of the above situations applies to them may apply for off-
campus work authorization under the terms of this regulation.  In order to be eligible, you must have 
been in F-1 status for one full academic year (9 months) and be in good academic standing. 
 

If the USCIS approves your application, you will be issued an Employment Authorization Document 
(EAD) which includes your photograph. The EAD will be valid for one year and is renewable. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application Procedure (forms are available from the International Student Advisor) 
 

The application can only be submitted through PAPER FILING.  Send all of the following materials to 
the USCIS: 
 

1. Form I-765 – Most items on the I-765 are self-explanatory. Click here for the form. Here are 
directions for those that might not be: 
▪ Where it says “I am applying for” check the box  Permission to accept employment. If you 

are applying for a renewal or replacement, tick the box above Item 1 to indicate whether you 
are applying for “Replacement” or “Renewal of my permission to accept employment”, and 
enclose a copy of your previous EAD card. 

▪ For Item 3, think carefully about the address you give.  The Postal Service cannot deliver your 
EAD card to you if your name is not on the mailbox at the address you give in Item 3, and there 
will be a lengthy delay if your EAD card is returned to the USCIS.  Ask the international student 
advisor about using the mailing address of the Office of International Programs as your 
address.

Note:  The application for off-campus employment authorization is burdensome to compile, and the 
USCIS can take up to three months to process the applications. For these reasons, few UND 
students apply for permission to work off campus for reasons of economic necessity. Most students 
who need employment find work on-campus, where no time-consuming permission is necessary 
and no application fee is required. 

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765


  

▪ Item 10 – only check yes if you have already secured a job offer but do not yet have a social security 
number 

▪ Item 11 – only check yes if you answered yes to item 10 
▪ Item 14 calls for the number on your form I-94 (the record of your most recent entry into the US, found 

here by clicking on “Get most recent I-94”). 
▪ Items 16, 17,& 18 look at the red stamp put in your passport by a USCIS official the last time you entered 

the US. 
▪ For Item 20, enter the code (c)(3)(iii)  

 
2. Form I-20 – A photocopy of your current SEVIS I-20 indicating recommendation for off-campus employment. 

You will need to request this from your International Student Advisor.    
 

3. Form I-94 – A printout of your most recent form I-94 (the record of your most recent entry into the US, found 
here by clicking on “Get most recent I-94) 

 

4. Passport Information – A photocopy of your passport photo page and your US visa. 
 

5. Documentation and a letter detailing your economic difficulties which have resulted from circumstances 
beyond your control. 

• Write a statement describing the unforeseen hardship situation 

• Attach backup documentation-for example, a letter from home telling of a change in family 
circumstances or proof of currency devaluation in the student’s country 

• Explain why other employment options are unavailable or insufficient 

• Please see below for examples 
 

6. Photographs – Two immigration regulation color photos with a white background taken no more than 30 
days before submission to USCIS. These are standard passport photographs and can be obtained at any 
location that takes passport photographs (e.g. Target, Kinko’s, Wal-Mart etc).   

 

7. Fee – there is a $520 fee for filing the application.  Personal checks or money orders must be for the exact 
amount and payable to “U.S. Department of Homeland Security” 

 
It is possible to apply for a waiver of the fee. Information about this process is available at 
http://www.uscis.gov/feewaiver. Please be advised that this will add significant processing time onto your 
application. If your request for a fee waiver for the application is denied, you will be required to begin the 
entire application for Economic Hardship from the beginning.    

 

Sending the Application 
 

Put the application together in this order: check or money order, photographs, Form I-765, supporting 
documentation as listed previously (photocopies of I-20, I-94, passport, and documentation of economic 
difficulty). Photocopy the entire package for your records. Mail the application through the US Postal Service 
using certified mail with a return receipt. If there is a delay with your application, the Office of International 
Programs cannot help you unless you have a copy of your application and proof of mailing.   

 
Mail to:  USPS 

USCIS 
  Attn: 1-765 C03 
  P.O. Box 805373 
  Chicago, IL 60680-5374 
   
  FedEx or UPS 

    USCIS 
Attn: I-765 C03 (Box 805373) 
131 South Dearborn - 3rd Floor 
Chicago, IL 60603-5517 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
http://www.uscis.gov/feewaiver


 

When your application is accepted for processing, you will be sent a Form I-797 Notice of Action which you 
should keep, so that you have a record of your application and its file number.  The Notice of Action includes a 
telephone number that you can call for recorded information about the status of your application. If you do not 
receive a Notice of Action within five weeks, please contact the International Student Advisor. 
 

Normally if an EAD has been approved, it is mailed to the address you provided within 90 days.  If you do not 
receive your EAD card within 90 days of the date your Notice of Action given as the “Received Date”, contact the 
International Student Advisor. 
 

 



  



 

 


