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Dear Faculty, 
 
Thank you to those who attended the University Council earlier this week. Your questions were thoughtful and we 
continue our commitment to working with you as we prepare for a successful fall semester. 
 
Conversations are occurring across campus on how to create a more COVID resistant campus for student, staff, and 
faculty safety. As noted at the University Council, a fall 2020 on-campus teaching workgroup led by incoming interim 
Provost Debbie Storrs is developing options for faculty to consider how they might adapt their on-campus classes to 
accommodate social distancing.  These options will be forthcoming.   
 
The team has recommended, and we have approved, a shift to increase times between Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
classes. Typically students only have a 10 minute passing period between sections these days.  To ensure faculty, staff, 
and students can safely enter and exit the rooms without congesting the hallway, we will extend the passing time to 15 
minutes starting fall 2020.  This change is very similar to our Tuesday and Thursday class schedule.  The chart below 
highlights the new standard start times for classes occurring on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday. 
 

Previous Start Time New Start Time 

8:00am 8:00am 

9:00am 9:05am 

10:00am 10:10am 

11:00am 11:15am 

12:00pm 12:20pm 

1:00pm 1:25pm 

2:00pm 2:30pm 

3:00pm 3:35pm 

4:00pm 4:40pm 

 
As the team continues their planning for on-campus fall teaching, feel free to contact them with ideas or questions you 
might have. The team includes Jeff VanLooy (UND Senate Chair), Liz Legerski (incoming UND Senate Chair), Ken Ruit 
(SMHS), Scott Correll (Registrar), Brad Parrish  (Law), Jeff Holm (UND Online), Madhavi Marasinghe (UIT), Karyn Plumm 
(Academic Affairs), Chris Nelson (School of Graduate Studies) and Mark Hoffman (A & S, for lab and studio 
considerations across colleges/schools) and Debbie Storrs (Academic Affairs). 
 
Be on the lookout for their fall planning document that will be shared with deans, chairs, and faculty. 
As you wind down the semester, we want to thank you again for your hard work, flexibility, and support of our 
students.   
  
Sincerely, 
 
Josh Wynne   Andy Armacost    Matt Ternus 
President   Incoming President   Student Body President 
 
 


