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The Senate University Assessment Committee (UAC) provides faculty guidance and oversight to the Oﬃce of the Vice President of Academic Aﬀairs and Provost in developing and implementing the University Assessment Plan. In addition, the committee analyzes and interprets assessment results, develops appropriate reports, and disseminates assessment results to the Oﬃce of Vice President of Academic Aﬀairs and Provost, the University Senate, and the community.
Committee members for the 2025-2026 academic year included:
· Andrew Leonard (JDOSAS), chair
· Frank Bowman (CEM)
· Allyssa Baumbach (VPAA)
· Akorede Teriba (EHD)
· Alex Pokornowski (VPSA)
· Assion Lawson-Body (NCoBPA)
· Heather Terrell (A&S)
· Sarah Sletten (SMHS)
· Michael Dodge (ES)
· Kimberly Dasse (Law)
· Samantha Peterson (Grad Designee)
· Drake Jacqus and Madi Lee (students)
UAC Charge
The UAC Charge was approved and distributed to University Senate with the following purpose, functions, and responsibilities:
Purpose: The Senate University Assessment Committee collaborates with the Oﬃce of Institutional Eﬀectiveness & Accreditation as champions of the assessment of student learning at UND. This is done by supporting, guiding, and encouraging faculty and staﬀ to utilize good practices, processes, and methodologies for assessment.
Functions and Responsibilities:
1. Serve as an advisory group to the Oﬃce of Institutional Eﬀectiveness & Accreditation
2. Serve as the liaison between the college and UAC regarding the assessment of student learning
3. Provide assessment-related expertise and support to college, as needed
4. Review assigned curricular and co-curricular assessment reports, provide feedback and suggestions for improvement, using a shared rubric
5. Identify and facilitate development and training on key issues in assessment practice

6. Review and discuss results of assessments administered by the Oﬃce of
Institutional Eﬀectiveness & Accreditation

Update Assessment Rubric
The University Assessment Committee worked to update the assessment rubric used to evaluate academic program and co-curricular assessment reports. This work focused on improving the clarity, consistency, and usefulness of the rubric by establishing more clearly defined performance expectations and standards for each assessment criterion. The updated rubric was intended to promote greater transparency for programs completing assessment reports, support consistent evaluations by committee members, and provide meaningful feedback to help programs strengthen their assessment practices. The revisions also supported alignment with the Higher Learning Commission’s expectations for assessing student learning.

Develop Institutional Outcomes
The University Assessment Committee worked to develop institutional outcomes that provide a university-wide framework for assessing student learning and achievement. This effort involved identifying and refining outcomes that reflect the knowledge, skills, and competencies students are expected to develop through their educational experiences at UND. Establishing institutional outcomes supports greater consistency in assessment across academic programs, helps connect program-level assessment activities to broader university priorities, and provides a foundation for evaluating how effectively UND prepares students to achieve its educational mission.

Review and approve updates to the University Assessment Plan
The University Assessment Committee reviewed proposed updates to the University Assessment Plan to ensure that the university’s assessment processes remained clear, effective, and aligned with institutional priorities. The committee considered how the plan guides academic programs and co-curricular units in establishing learning outcomes, measuring student achievement, analyzing assessment results, and using findings to inform continuous improvement. Through this review and approval process, the committee helped ensure that the University Assessment Plan provides a consistent framework for assessment across UND and supports institutional accountability and continuous improvement.
Review of Assessment Reports
The University Assessment Committee supports the university’s assessment efforts by reviewing assessment reports submitted by academic programs and co-curricular units. This process involves evaluating how effectively programs identify outcomes, select appropriate assessment methods, analyze results, and use findings to guide improvements. Committee members provide feedback and recommendations using a shared assessment rubric to encourage consistent practices and strengthen the quality of assessment across the institution. The review process also helps identify opportunities for additional guidance and training while supporting UND’s ongoing commitment to student learning, program effectiveness, and institutional accreditation.
