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Getting Ready for the Summer Semester 
The beginning of the semester involves many Blackboard activities related to your courses, so 
we would like to review some of the tips that you may find useful at this time. 

Welcome Students to your Course 
Create an announcement for students to see when they enter your Blackboard course. Check 
the Email Announcement setting to send a copy of the announcement as an email to students 
at the same time for double the impact.  Instructions on how to make an announcement can be 
found by clicking on the following link: Making an Announcement 

Copy Content from another Course 
Quickly copy the content and settings of an entire course into a new course, or selectively copy 
specific areas. The Course Copy option is one of the most convenient and useful features of 
Blackboard, and usually involves just a couple of clicks of your mouse and less than five minutes 
to complete.  As a best practice, once your course has been copied, check to make sure all your 
links are working properly.  Instructions on how to copy content from another course can be 
found by clicking on the following link: Copy Courses 
 
You can also fill out a Blackboard Request form to have your courses copied and merge 
sections.  Click the following link to fill out the request form: Blackboard Request Form Page 

Grade Center in Blackboard 
As you create graded items within your course, these are added to the Grade Center in the 
order that they are created.  You can manage the graded items and order them accordingly 
within the Grade Center by going to Manage > Column Organization.  You can then grab and 
move your items into the order you want and this will automatically reorder the items in the 
Grade Center view once you hit submit. 
 
If you are using weighted totals, we can help you set up your categories and weights once you 
have created your graded items.  By default, the Grade Center will calculate points by a total 
and this total will be displayed for students.  For more information on the Grade Center, please 
follow this link: Navigate Grading 
 
There is also a feature that will allow grades to be imported from Blackboard into Campus 
Connection.  You will see a CC Final Grade column in Blackboard Grade Center in each course, 
which is pre-configured for this.  To learn more, please follow this link: Blackboard/Campus 
Connection Grade Import 

Be a Student in Your Own Course 
Two features allow you to “see” your course as a student, and to “act” as a student. Now you 
can see and complete work, and also view the My Grades window using the Student Preview 
option. The Edit Mode indicator in the upper right of the screen is a toggle button to view 
content as your students do. The Student Preview “eye” icon in the upper right of the 
Blackboard screen is toggled to display an orange bar at the top as a reminder of your Student 
Preview User role (the Student Preview icon appears next to the Edit Mode indicator).  Using 
Student Preview mode, you can submit assignment/tests and save your activity as a student in 
your own course. Instructions on how to use student preview can be found by clicking on the 
following link: Student Preview 

YuJa 
YuJa is a video platform that allows users to host video content and record video lectures that 
can be used as part of curriculum deployment.  YuJa offers several accessibility features, such as 
captions, transcripts, audio descriptions, and keyboard shortcuts.  These features are not only 
important for meeting ADA requirements, but can also help all students to better understand 
the content.  With fully-integrated auto-captioning, captions are automatically generated for all 

https://help.blackboard.com/Learn/Instructor/Interact/Announcements
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videos created in YuJa.  The accuracy is around 80-90% and captions can be downloaded and 
edited.  Human captioning is also available. To learn more about this platform, please visit the 
following link: YuJa 

Zoom 
Zoom is a cloud-based videoconferencing and collaboration platform. With Zoom you have the 
flexibility to create virtual classrooms and invite students to join from their desktop computers, 
laptops, tablets, and smartphones. Students can also share content from their devices such as 
PowerPoint presentations, and YouTube videos.  To learn more about Zoom, click the following 
link: Zoom 

Use the UND Course Checklist 
Use the Hybrid or Online course checklist to make sure your course is ready for your students. 
Find the checklists at the following link: Course Checklists  

Student Evaluation of Teaching 
Include wording in your syllabus about the end of semester student evaluation of teaching 
(SELFI).  Sample wording: “Near the end of the semester, you will be asked to complete an 
online course evaluation form.  Your feedback on the course is extremely valuable to me.  I read 
my students’ comments carefully and use them to improve the course the next time I teach it”.  
Also, use the first couple of weeks to share examples of how feedback from previous students 
has helped to shape and improve the course. Follow this link for more information: SELFI 
Evaluations 

Student Resources 
Each semester, students are automatically enrolled in the Student Resource course in 
Blackboard and it is shown in their course list automatically. This course is not for credit but is a 
resource guiding students on how to use Blackboard, gives tips on study skills, and general UND 
information.  Within this course, there is also an Online Readiness Survey that the students can 
fill out to check their readiness to take an online course. 

University Information Technology (UIT) Tech Support Help Center is a resource for students to 
view help articles on issues they may be having with technology or with a course.  They can call 
in with their technical questions, chat with the help desk, or create a ticket. 

Instructional Design 
As you start planning for next semester, remember our team of instructional designers are here 
to help you develop new courses, redesign existing courses, provide course reviews, give 
recommendations for incorporating new technologies, and more. If you would like to work with 
an Instructional Designer, please submit a consultation request.  
 

https://und.edu/academics/ttada/academic-technologies/yuja.html
https://und.edu/academics/ttada/academic-technologies/online-collaboration.html#zoom
https://und.edu/academics/ttada/course-design.html#resources
https://und.edu/analytics-and-planning/selfi/index.html
https://und.edu/analytics-and-planning/selfi/index.html
https://campus.und.edu/campus-services/uit/tech-support-user.html
https://ndusnam.ndus.edu/nidp/saml2/sso?id=teamdynamix&sid=0&option=credential&sid=0
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