
 

 1 

University Senate 

March 6, 2014 Pre-Meeting Email 

Compiled by Ryan Zerr 

Dear Members of the University Senate, 

I hope all is well as we approach the mid-point of the spring semester.  Our next Senate meeting is on 

March 6, and as with the last meeting, there will be cookies and coffee available starting at 3:30 in 

Education 113.  If you can, please plan to come early to spend time in conversation with Senate 

colleagues. 

Announcements at the March 6 meeting will include an update on the work of the Staff Senate from 

Staff Senate President Diane Hillebrand, and Vice President Alice Brekke will provide an update on 

UND’s budget – a topic I know many have inquired about in recent weeks.  I will provide a summary of 

the input received by the Committee on Committees regarding actions our colleagues think the Senate 

should be undertaking.  Finally, I will mention a change to the procedures in the Complaints of 

Discrimination or Harassment Policy and Procedures that is based on a request by the Department of 

Energy after a random Title IX audit. 

The primary business item for the meeting will be the election for membership on Senate standing 

committees for the 2014-15 academic year.  The agenda you will receive in campus mail includes a copy 

of the ballot, so please take a look in advance to help you decide for whom you will cast your votes.  At 

the Senate meeting itself, please take an official ballot when you sign in with Lori.  Before you leave the 

meeting you’ll need to submit your completed ballot, after which Lori will tabulate the results.  They will 

be available no later than at our April Senate meeting. 

Of course, aside from our March 6 Senate meeting, there are many important issues currently being 

discussed on campus – from budget model redesign, to program prioritization, to efforts at enhancing 

the shared governance culture at UND, to….  I’ve been seeing this year the ways in which Senate 

committees have been integral to these and many other discussions – collaborative governance in 

action.  In fact, the level of activity across all of the Senate’s committees is truly impressive, with many 

people demonstrating an admirable devotion to the betterment of our institution.  I thank all who have 

been engaged in this work, and know that through it faculty, staff, and students are having major 

impacts on the direction UND is headed.  These impacts may not always be immediately perceptible, but 

I can say with confidence that they are occurring, and I hope others can feel as optimistic as I do about 

the future. 

As always, I look forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming Senate meeting.  The discussions that 

we’ll have there are enhanced by having as many of us engaged as possible, so please take advantage of 

your chance to be a part of the conversation. 

Until then, 
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Ryan 


