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University Senate 

May 1, 2014 Pre-Meeting Email 

Compiled by Ryan Zerr 

Dear Members of the University Senate, 

The last University Senate meeting of the year is almost upon us (Thursday, May 1 at 4:05 in Education 

113).  I encourage you to come as early as 3:30 that day to enjoy refreshments and a time for 

conversation before the meeting begins. 

Before going any further, I want to remind everyone of another Campus Conversation on Shared 

Governance & Leadership, this time featuring a Q&A between Professors Margi Healy and Julia Ernst, 

which will be held from 3:00 to 4:00 on Tuesday, April 29, in the East Asia Room of the Chester Fritz 

Library.  This event is an outgrowth of the work of the Senate’s ad hoc Committee on Shared 

Governance, and will be this academic year’s final installment of a campus-wide discussion about shared 

governance that began early last fall. 

A second aspect to the Committee on Shared Governance’s work concerns a proposal for a faculty 

senate.  In this case it’s that group’s Subcommittee on Governance Structures that deserves our 

gratitude (Kathy Smart – chair, Margi Healy, Sharley Kurtz, Linda Ray, and Jeff Sun).  The proposal and an 

opportunity to comment are currently available on the University Senate website (see the link in the 

banner on the left-hand side).  The intention is not to act on the proposal at this time, but rather to give 

people a chance to read it and provide input.  An open campus forum to discuss the proposal will be 

held on Monday, May 12, at 3:00 pm in the Lecture Bowl of the Union.  By taking the input collected 

online and in person, the intention is for the proposal to be refined early in the fall, with the University 

Senate possibly taking it up as early as October or November.  I will mention all of this again at Senate 

next week. 

The business calendar for the upcoming meeting is a bit fuller than normal.  As usual at the May 

meeting, we will be asked to approve the list of candidates for degrees at Spring Commencement.  In 

addition there are proposed changes to the charge of the Continuing Education Committee, and 

recommendations to dissolve three Senate standing committees: the ROTC Committee, the Student 

Policy Committee, and the Summer Sessions Committee.  Although not on the agenda, there has been 

some concern recently about the North Dakota statute that involves an “Oath for Teachers,” and I 

expect there may be some discussion of this as well. 

As always, I strongly urge everyone to be in attendance at the upcoming Senate meeting.  Although 

much attention will be placed over the next months on the idea of creating a faculty senate, and thereby 

strengthening the governance system on campus, we can all accomplish a similar goal right now in a 

very basic way – by being active participants in the current system.  So, in that spirit, I hope you will join 

me and our colleagues at the final University Senate meeting of the year. 
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With anticipation of seeing you there, 

Ryan 


