
  Carbon Monoxide (CO)

  Hot Water Boiler

The licensing file does require the foster care provider provide verification of purchase
(receipts) for any extinguishers, detectors/alarms, completion of required inspections, etc.

Almost 3 out of 5 home fire deaths were caused by fires in
properties with no smoke alarms (41%) or smoke alarms that
failed to operate (16%).
Every year, at least 430 people die in the U.S. from accidental
CO poisoning.
Approximately 50,000 people in the U.S. visit the emergency
department each year due to accidental CO poisoning.

If the home has a source for carbon monoxide through an attached garage, gas furnace, or gas appliances then
the home must have at least one carbon monoxide detector/alarm on each floor per recommendation from the
North Dakota State Fire Marshal. 

What about combined smoke/carbon monoxide detectors?
Combined smoke and carbon monoxide alarms are allowed and do meet fire code.

Hot water boilers in apartment buildings separate
from living spaces must be inspected every 3 years .
Foster care providers must work with their property
manager to receive and submit to their l icensing
specialist verification of boiler inspection               .

Change batteries at least once per year .  If hard wired
with battery backup, the batteries stil l need to be
changed. Smoke alarms expire and need to be
replaced every 10 years per ND Fire Code. 

Why do we have to change batteries 
and/or replace units? 

 Like all devices with electronic components, smoke
alarms have a limited service life. As electronic
devices, smoke alarms are subject to random failures.
Replacing alarms after 10 years protects against the
risk of failure. One way to mitigate risk is to test
alarms quarterly to ensure the unit is in proper
working condition. 

ONGOING MAINTENANCE

NDCC 50-11 mandates a course of instruction on fire prevention and safety, and the
completion of a fire safety self-declaration (found in the SFN 1037 licensing packet), must be
signed by each foster care provider. The home must comply with the requirements of NDAC
75-03-14-03 related to checking and maintaining fire extinguishers, smoke and carbon
monoxide detector/alarms, furnace inspections, etc.

Must be accessible and maintained with a minimum
of one 2A-10BC fire extinguisher on each level of the
home. Kitchen and laundry rooms are priority areas.
Fire extinguishers must be serviced annually or
purchased every 3 years .  

Why do we have to service or replace? 
To be in compliance with OSHA, all portable fire
extinguishers are required to have an annual
inspection performed to ensure proper functionality.
Inspections are also a requirement of ND Fire Code
compliance. It is highly recommended when
purchasing a fire extinguisher to purchase a unit that
can be "serviced". This will be a cost savings long-
term.

Licensed Foster Care
Fire Safety

  Fire Extinguisher   Smoke Alarm

 Heating Systems
Furnace (gas, propane, or coal), chimneys, and
boilers must be maintained in proper operating and
in a safe and sanitary condition. Heating systems
must have an inspection every 2 years .  Electric
heating systems do not require any inspection,
however special attention must be made to keep
items from touching the electric heater and panels to
minimize risk of fire. 

**Know the Risks**

In 2020, a home structure fire was reported every 89 seconds.
From 2015–2019, cooking was the leading cause of home fires.
The risk of dying in reported home structure fires is 55 percent
lower in homes with working smoke alarms.

Sources: NFPA (2021), CDC (2021)
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