Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 1, 2025, 2:00 p.m. via Zoom video conference

Present: 
M. Bowles (ex-officio), M. Nilles (Chair), K. Adams, T. Rosenberger, M. Parvin,  M. Mehedi, M. Lee, S. Garrett, L. Ray (2:09 p.m.)
Absent:
J. Vaughan, C. Brissette, D. Bradley

A quorum was present, and the meeting began at 2:03 p.m.

The following matters are considered for all reviewed projects:

· Verification that the PI and staff performing the research have been appropriately trained in the safe conduct of research – all required IBC trainings must be completed before a protocol receives final approval.
· Agent characteristics (e.g., virulence, pathogenicity, environmental stability) – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Types of manipulations planned – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Source(s) of any inserted DNA sequences – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Nature of the inserted DNA sequences (e.g., structural gene, oncogene) – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Host(s) and vector(s) to be used – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Whether an attempt will be made to obtain expression of a foreign gene, and if so, the protein that will be produced – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Containment conditions to be implemented – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Applicable section of the NIH Guidelines – this information is included in the submitted application and noted in the minutes.
 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk211329340]Review of Minutes

The Chair asked the Members to review the minutes from the September 3, 2025, IBC meeting. Minutes were accepted as submitted.

2. Review of Proposals

The Chair asked members to review the research proposals that were sent out prior to the meeting. Only 2 proposals reviewed this month involved materials or processes subject to the NIH Guidelines.
a. Sergei Nechaev: The Role of RNA Polymerase II Pausing in Cell Differentiation. NIH Guidelines III-F-1, III-F-3, III-F-4, III-F-5.

Members discussed the protocol and requested a few minor changes. The PI should add standard or universal precautions since they will be using human cells. Also, the lab manual should be added.  

The committee moved and seconded to approve the proposal pending suggested changes. The motion passed with 6 Members voting approval, 0 Members voting disapproval, and 0 Members abstaining.

b. [bookmark: _Hlk198035644]Xuesong Chen: Role of endolysosomes in HIV associated neurocognitive disorders. NIH Guidelines III-D-1, III-D-3.

[bookmark: _Hlk212535142]Members discussed the protocol and requested minor changes. The activity field for the lab location needs to be completed. Members also requested clarification on the disposal of solid wastes. 

The committee moved and seconded to approve the proposal pending suggested changes. The motion passed with 6 Members voting approval, 0 Members voting disapproval, and 0 Members abstaining.

3. Matters Arising 

No matters arising.

Meeting adjourned at 2:18 p.m.

