Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, August 6, 2025, 2:00 p.m. via Zoom video conference

Present: 
M. Nilles (Chair), C. Brissette, K. Adams, T. Rosenberger, M. Parvin, D. Bradley, M. Mehedi, L. Ray, M. Lee
Absent:
M. Bowles (ex-officio), S. Garrett, J. Vaughan

A quorum was present, and the meeting began at 2:02 p.m.

The following matters are considered for all reviewed projects:

· Verification that the PI and staff performing the research have been appropriately trained in the safe conduct of research – all required IBC trainings must be completed before a protocol receives final approval.
· Agent characteristics (e.g., virulence, pathogenicity, environmental stability) – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Types of manipulations planned – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Source(s) of any inserted DNA sequences – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Nature of the inserted DNA sequences (e.g., structural gene, oncogene) – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Host(s) and vector(s) to be used – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Whether an attempt will be made to obtain expression of a foreign gene, and if so, the protein that will be produced – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Containment conditions to be implemented – this information is included in the submitted application.
· Applicable section of the NIH Guidelines – this information is included in the submitted application and noted in the minutes.
 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk211329340]Review of Minutes

The Chair asked the Members to review the minutes from the July 9, 2025, IBC meeting. Minutes were accepted as submitted.

2. Review of Proposals

The Chair asked members to review the research proposals that were sent out prior to the meeting. Protocols reviewed this month did not involve materials or processes subject to the NIH Guidelines.

3. Executive Committee Approvals

The Chair informed the committee of all Executive Committee reviews of amendments or subject to NIH Guidelines that have occurred since the last meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk210901149]Catherine Brissette: Breeding/holding colonies of mice for Borrelia pathogenesis research (NIH III-E). 

Breeding/holding protocol determined to have exempt status and approved by Executive Committee. The full committee had no comments or concerns.

4. Review of updated biosafety manual 

The Chair asked the committee for comments on the revised manual. The Lab and Research Safety Officer pointed out that most of the updates involved updating info to match BMBL6 and updating links, references, and contacts. Discussion ensued, with members noting that they like the updated formatting and appreciated the organization of information. 

After discussion, the committee moved and seconded to adopt the updated Biosafety manual. The motion passed with 8 Members voting approval, 0 Members voting disapproval, and 1 Member abstaining

5. matters arising

No matters arising.

Meeting adjourned at 2:23 p.m.

