
Student Senate 
November 16th, 2022 

Memorial Union, Small Ballroom 

Start Time 6 pm 

 

 

Minutes 

 

Members   Non-Voting Members   Visitors 

Isaiah Germolus                                  Faith Wahl               Cassie Gerhardt 

Eliza Schueneman                             Morgan Mastrud   Dr. Beth Hellwig 

Emma Rudolph             Nick Rocco    Connor Ferguson 

Luca Beretta              Madelyn House 

Sierra Johnson                 Danielle Korsmo 

Jordon Gyapong              Ibrahim Abdi* 

Collin Poolman             Ethan McGregor 

Kjerstin Drugan****             Haylee Bjork 

Maggie Weber              Victoria Wu 

Nicole Wu              Lauren Furbur 

Amanda Perez 

Payton Carter 

Olivia Taylor**** 

Jack Rieder 

Chloe Lord 

Ella Nelson 

Madison Schoenberg 

Lauren Diede 

Tanner Schaff 

Daniel Lilya** 

Lexi Purdy 

 
*     Arrived after call to order           

**   Absent      

*** Left before adjournment 

**** Excused Absence 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER    

     Vice President Morgan Mastrud called the November 9th, 

2022, meeting of the UND Student Senate to order at 

6:01PM. 
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 MOTION   Senator Rudolph moved to approve the consent agenda. 

Seconded by Senator Wu.  

 

 VOTE    Motion carries. 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

Dr. Beth Hellwig    Dr. Beth Hellwig, Vice President of Student Affairs. 

Hellwig stated that she has been an advisor for 25 years. 

She mentioned that student affairs are made up of many 

professionals who are dedicated to making your 

experience at UND a good one. She mentioned that the 

Memorial Union is also part of Student Affairs. She 

stated that she is very proud of the dining center for 

working through the pandemic and still providing meals 

for the students. Hellwig stated that there has been a 

small team working on leadership development 

enhancing our scholarship program. She stated that they 

also work with Greek Life and Clubs and Organizations. 

Hellwig mentioned the new Vice President of Student 

Affairs that will be starting in January, Dr. Art Malloy. 

She mentioned that he will be coming from North 

Carolina and has worked with many other universities. 

She also mentioned that he has an incredible singing 

voice and will rarely turn an invitation down to an event 

or program. She stated that her last day will be January 

10th, 2023.   

     

Connor Ferguson 

Connor Ferguson, UND Head Delegate for North 

Dakota Student Association. Ferguson stated that the 

North Dakota Student Association was founded in 1969 

and works to represent North Dakota’s 45,000 students 

in higher education. He stated that they lobby to both 

state legislators and the individual boards in order to 

have a statewide holistic approach to better the lives of 

students. He mentions that they meet one a month at one 

of the institutions across the state. Ferguson stated that 

they work with student affairs as well as legislative 

affairs to help each school get what they need. He 
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mentioned that one successful project they had in the 

past was getting Narcan on campus to help fight the 

opioid epidemic. He mentioned that in the student affairs 

level he has seen work done to better our math pathways 

for students.    

 

 

 

REPORTS 

 

 A. Executive Reports     

 

 President – F.Wahl   President Wahl reported that Student Fee Advisory 

Committee met and our student fees stayed the same 

moving into fiscal year 24 at $71.43 per credit up to 12 

credit hours. She stated that our budget was not approved 

at what we requested, however she stated that we will be 

talking about that later in meeting. President Wahl stated 

that V. President Mastrud, Governmental Affairs 

McGregor, and herself met with our district 42 legislators, 

Senator Kreun, Representative O’Brien, and 

Representative Cory and talked about what they want to 

see in the legislative session as well as some of our 

priorities. She also mentioned that there is a UND 

legislative meeting tomorrow with legislators from 17, 

18, 42, and 43, and 20. She stated that in this meeting 

President Armacost will be presenting UND’s priorities 

as a whole. She stated additionally student government 

will form a legislative group to talk about or legislative 

priorities as students. President Wahl stated that North 

Dakota Student Association had a meeting 2 weeks ago in 

Bismarck. She stated that resolutions passed surrounding 

pregnancies protections, data privacy, NDUS 

scholarships, student club funding, computer science, and 

some legislative priorities for higher education as a 

whole. She mentioned that if you are not that familiar with 

NDSA she thinks of it as a state student council, and it is 

how we advocate for higher education as a whole on a 

statewide level. She mentioned that the next meeting in 

December is virtual and if you are interested at all about 

learning more about NDSA anyone is welcome to join. 

President Wahl mentioned that she has been working with 

Katie Elliot our Campus City Liaison working on a 

welcoming packet for new students to the community. 

She mentioned that Elliot has also been working on some 
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funding for getting students out into local businesses 

using a voucher system. She stated that Elliot has also 

been working with Governmental Affairs McGregor and 

Senator Johnson on the University Corridor Project and 

helping off campus students know their rights and 

develop better relationships with tenants. President Wahl 

mentioned that Elliot testified at Committee of the Whole 

on Monday about some food delivery robots that are 

potentially coming to campus through GrubHub. She 

stated that the company is called Kiwi and once we get 

some better prototypes then we’ll have the director of 

dining come in and talk more about that. President Wahl 

stated that she met with Chris Seriano who is the director 

of the Wellness Center to talk about the parking issue on 

campus. She stated that education classes in the spring 

will have more in-person offerings. She mentioned that 

Holly Dazzle is this weekend which is an even that 

Downtown Development Association is putting on. She 

mentioned that there will be a parade of lights, fireworks, 

and a bunch of free activities. She stated that she does not 

have an update on Spring Fever yet. She mentioned that 

she is working with the marketing department to either 

use their podcast equipment or buy our own. 

 

     Senator Weber asked what legislative session means and 

how it impacts us. 

 

     President Wahl answered Senator Weber by stating that 

legislative session happens every other year and elected 

legislators come together and pass different bills that will 

impact policy for the state. She stated that some of those 

relate to higher education like scholarships, behavior 

health initiatives, and infrastructures.       

 

 Vice President – M. Mastrud   V. President Mastrud reported that there will be no 

meeting next week because of Thanksgiving. She stated 

that her and Public Relations Director Bjork have been 

working on some tabling products and merch. She stated 

that her and COS Korsmo have been following up on 

senator check-ins. V. President Mastrud stated that she 

has been trying to get athletics as a guest speaker at one 

of our meetings this semester. She mentioned that if you 

are staying in Grand Forks over Thanksgiving there is a 

voucher in the Student Involvement office for a free meal 

on the 24th of November at Wilkerson. Lastly, she 

mentioned that the Holly dazzle event will have the first 

ever tree lighting in the town square.   
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 Treasurer – N. Rocco   Treasurer Rocco reported that the student government 

budget wasn’t accepted due to the fact that our carry over 

is too large. He mentioned that while we can’t ask for a 

$33,000 increase in the budget because we have $376,000 

on reserves that we need to start using. 

 

     

 

 Chief of Staff – M. House           COS House reported that the two projects she has been 

heavily involved with are being heard tonight. She also 

mentioned that it is a very special day because it is also 

Senator Germolus’s birthday.   

    

 

 Chief of Staff – D. Korsmo   COF Korsmo reported that she has been working on part 

of the parking committee as well and there will be more 

updates on that in the future. She also mentioned that she 

has been reaching out to the senators and if they need any 

help, she is always willing to help.  

 

 Student Outreach Coordinator– I. Abdi   SOC Abdi reported that he got some emails back 

from some freshman this week about them getting 

involved in student government. He mentioned that he is 

also working on a student organization liaison program. 

 Governmental Affairs– E. McGregor Governmental Affairs McGregor reported that he 

met with our representatives and senators from 

district 42, and they are going to continue 

scheduling meetings with them. 

 

 Public Relations Director – H. Bjork Public Relations Director Bjork reported last 

week and this week’s Tuesday 2 results. She 

stated that last week’s question was regarding if 

students used the NoDak Nation app and the 

majority was no. She stated that the other 

question was regarding SOFA and if their 

organization has used it for funding and the 

majority was no. She stated that this week’s 

question was regarding on campus jobs and the 

majority either had an on-campus job or an off-

campus job. She stated the second question this 
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week which regarded the holly dazzle event and 

most students have not heard about it. Lastly, she 

stated that her and V. President Mastrud have 

been working on merch as well as tabling 

products and a giveaway.   

 

 SOFA Chair – V. Wu   SOFA Chair Wu reported that SOFA has made an 

Instagram to gain more involvement.  

 SG Advisor - C. Gerhardt    C. Gerhardt reported that the coat drive continues, and 41 

students have stopped by to pick up a coat. She stated that 

the Student Fee Advisory Committee, SFAC, voted to 

allocate resources to finish the Memorial Union rooftop 

terrace. She stated that the first meeting to start discussing 

this has been scheduled for Monday the 28th and the goal 

is to have it done by the start of the fall semester 2023. SG 

Advisor Gerhardt stated that we had our first snow closure 

of the year and if the senators had any feedback on that.  

 

COS House asked if it is allowed to have professors move 

online during snow days because lots of students were 

frustrated because of this.     

 

     SG Advisor Gerhardt answered COS house by stating that 

it is hard to move online in these situations because some 

of our students may not have WIFI access or may not have 

the equipment to be able to quickly pivot too online.  

  

 

B. Committees  

  

Judicial  No Report.  

 

Appropriations Senator Perez reported that appropriations met and 

discussed SB2223-06. The committee tabled this bill.  

SB2223-06 

 State & Local   Senator Schoenberg reported that state and local met and 

discussed SR2223-06. The committee gave it a do pass 
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recommendation. They also met and discussed SR2223-

07. The committee gave it a do pass recommendation.  

 SR2223-06 

 SR2223-07 

 C. Special Reports  

 

 Constituent Reports   No Constituent Reports.   

       

 

 Other Matters Arising   No Matters Arising. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

      No old business. 

NEW BUSINESS      

SB2223-06 COG House summarized SB2223-06 and explained that the 

University of North Dakota Student Government advocates 

for the rights of students and has been long committed to 

providing students with services that allow them to focus on 

their education. TAMPon Campus has been an initiative 

focused on making health and wellness a factor of increased 

importance on campus, with aim to spread its availability into 

additional buildings across campus. UND Student 

Government has engaged in continued conversations with 

other entities on campus, such as Student Health Services, to 

ensure the continuation, collaboration, and sustainability of 

TAMPon Campus initiative. The aforementioned contract 

specifies the following: one free-vend, wall mounted 

dispenser equated to $200, one acrylic display box equated to 

$20, one case of 500 tampons equated to $100, one case of 

500 sanitary napkins equated to $100. Be it further resolved 

that $3,800 be allocated towards the purchase of thirty-eight 

orders of a combination of 100% organic cotton pads and 

applicator tampons to fill these new dispensers, and extra 

$500 be allocated to associated fees, such as shipping and 

handling, set up, and signage, to make a grand total of $6,000 

allocated. Be it further resolved that this $6,000 be taken from 

the unallocated fund. 

 

 Senator Rudolph asked about the cost of both types of 

dispensers and how much does it cost in total to set one up. 
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Senator Poolman asked if we would be able to expand these 

to more buildings on campus other than the 8 buildings listed 

in the bill.  

 

 COS House answered Senator Rudolph by stating that the big 

dispensers are $200 each and the smaller ones are $20 each. 

She stated that the big dispensers hold 50 pads and 50 

tampons, and the set-up cost would be around $220 per 

dispenser. She stated that the smaller ones hold 15 pads and 

20 tampons, and the sent-up cost would be around $27 per 

dispenser. COS House answered Senator Poolman’s 

question by stating that these products will not be put up until 

the summer so if we were to put up a new bill before the 

semester over, we could add these to more buildings on 

campus if it is needed.     

  

 

 Discussion   Senator Perez stated that during the appropriations 

meeting they discussed added more dispersers to more 

buildings around campus. She stated that during the 

meeting they discussed having these in about 22 total 

buildings around campus. She also stated that they 

discussed adding these to the bathrooms at the airport as 

well. Senator Weber stated that she is excited that there 

will be a second one added to the nursing building. 

Senator Poolman wanted to asked the women of the body 

if this would be an effective use of the budget money. 

Senator Rudolph stated that she does think this would be 

a good use of our budget. Senator Perez stated that she 

found it interesting that some of these buildings that are 

getting new dispensers have students who study in them 

all day long and to have these available is very useful. VP 

COS Korsmo stated that she heard someone talk about 

another student who was visiting campus who made a 

comment about the available tampons in the bathroom 

and found it very cool that our campus does this. V. 

President Mastrud added to COS Korsmo and stated that 

that student DM’ed our Instagram stating that she is very 

excited to attend UND because she saw these products in 

the bathrooms.   

 

 Motion     V. President Mastrud moved to table SB2223-06 to 

next meeting. 
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 Vote     Motion carries. 

 

SR2223-06 Senator Johnson summarized SR2223-06 and explained that 

Student Government elections are conducted annually. 

Elections are traditionally held in mid-April, and Student 

Government would like to allow enough time for preparation 

and notice of the election date to the UND Student Body. Be 

it moved that the UND Student Government sets Wednesday, 

April 19, 2023, as the date of the Student Government 

elections. 

  

 

 Discussion   No discussion. 

 

 Motion     Senator Rudolph moved to approve SR2223-06. 

Seconded my Senator Wu. 

 Vote     Motion carries. 

 

SR2223-07 Senator Perez summarized SR2223-07 and explained that 

Student Government has consistently supported the Chester 

Fritz Library and Open Educational Resources (OERs) in the 

past. UND continues to be a leader of OER usage in the state 

of North Dakota. OERs have saved UND students 

$10,900,441.61 from the initial investment in 2015 to the Fall 

semester of 2022 by supporting OERs. The Chester Fritz 

Library plans to hire an OER Librarian in efforts to grow the 

OER Program. The OER Librarian position is detailed to 

include, focus on promoting OERs to professors and 

increasing awareness of the program across campus. Be it 

moved that UND Student Government is in full support of 

the Chester Fritz Library hiring a full-time OER librarian in 

order to field grant applications by professors and market the 

OER program to other UND faculty and staff, and be it 

further moved that UND Student Government is in support 

of partnering with the OER Librarian to promote and market 

the OER Program through a prospective committee, event(s), 

or educational material(s). Be it furthest moved that the UND 

Student Government continues to support the efforts taken by 

the Chester Fritz Library to expand OER use on campus. 
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 Discussion   No discussion. 

 

 Motion     Senator Weber moved to approve SR2223-07. 

Seconded by Senator Beretta. 

 Vote     Motion carries.  

 

Budget Discussion President Wahl summarized the budget and stated that the 

Student Fee Advisory Committee is in charge of all student 

fees and because student government is a fee funded 

organization, if we have carryover dollars beyond 7% of our 

budget from the previous year, Student Fee Advisory 

Committee can vote to bring that back to the Student Fee 

Advisory Pool and allocate it somewhere else or keep it. She 

stated that when it came to the rooftop terrace project it is 

roughly $700,000. She stated that Student Fee Advisory 

Committee had a discussion about if this a project that we 

want to continue with. President Wahl mentioned that we had 

some money left over from previous budget cycles where we 

were more conservative with our spending and the SFAC 

voted to take $550,000 from that pool of money and take 

$150,000 from student governments reserves to go towards 

this project. President Wahl stated that there were a couple 

funding sources with student government when she first gave 

us the numbers in the reserves. She stated that she first gave 

us $376,000 in reserves but they neglected to add the 

investment fund into that number. She stated that there was 

about $171,000 in that account so our new number in the 

reserves would be around $547,000. She mentions that this is 

a lot of money and encourages the senators to come up with 

bills because we will have the money to fund them. Treasurer 

Rocco stated that the reserves held $397,000 at the start of the 

semester because we had to take out $150,000 for the rooftop 

terrace project. President Wahl stated that if we let than 

money for years forward then the students that pay into that 

pool won’t see the befit of that money when they are students. 

She stated that students want to see their money being spent 

on things while they are still students. President Wahl stated 

that when they went in to increase their budget to add more 

money towards the busing system the SFAC asked them to 

take the money out of the reserves instead so that student fees 

don’t go up.  

 

 Senator Weber asked about the timeline of the rooftop 

terrace. Senator Germolus asked that if the project is less 

than $700,000 is their plan for where the excess money 
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will go. Senator Perez asked how much we are should 

spend.  

 

 President Wahl answered Senator Weber by stating that by 

August of 2023 it should be finished.  SG Advisor Gerhardt 

answered Senator Germolus by stating that they would 

use student government $150,000 first and the excess 

would just got back into the SFAC fees and then next 

year SFAC could allocate that money to different 

things. Treasurer Rocco answered Senator Perez by 

stating that the SFAC wants a 7% carry forward so we 

should spend a little less than $300,000. SG Advisor 

Gerhardt added to Treasurer Rocco by stating that if we 

have more than 7% carry forward SFAC could take 

back that money. She gave an example and said that 

Student involvement came in with a carry forward of 

more than 7% but she came in with a plan to use the 

extra money to make final weeks vouchers and SFAC 

approved but they could have taken that extra money 

back. President Wahl added to SG Advisor Gerhardt by 

stating that we are sitting on a lot more than 7% 

carryover but we went in with a plan so we could keep 

this money and spend it on bigger projects like spring 

fever in the future if that’s what students want. She 

stated that another project that is not cheap to fund 

would be the sustainability project which is money used 

from the carry forward from previous years. President 

Wahl stated that we have a lot of money so your projects 

don’t have to be limited by funding.  

 

Discussion Senator Perez mentioned that she would be interested in 

working on a project that involved each college. COS 

Korsmo mentioned that to get inspired about projects 

the senators should look at other colleges and 

universities and see what they have done for their 

campus. Senator Weber asked what are somethings that 

Student Government did in the past that was well liked? 

President Wahl stated that if the senators are looking for 

a place to start when it comes to projects some good 

ones in the past were the destress kits, spring fever, 

projects that directly give back to the students. COS 

Korsmo added onto President Wahl by stating that 

Student Government funded the hammock posts that 

are in the quad. She stated that we partnered and helped 
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fund ARHS’s casino night recently which was a big hit. 

Senator Poolman stated that the bus system could use 

more funding and he stated that he talked to his boss and 

came up with an idea to renegotiate that contract to add 

routes at night which go downtown. Senator Germolus 

asked if there is a sate to have this budget done so we 

can repropose it. Senator Wu stated that when she was 

first elected for on campus senator she went around and 

asked her friends what are somethings that could be 

changed and a few of them mentioned not having to pay 

for laundry in the apartments or make it cheaper. V. 

President Mastrud stated that if you go on the Student 

Government website you can see all the past resolutions 

and bills to find inspiration.   

 

Senator Perez answered Senator Weber by stating that 

adding more parking near the wellness center was a bill 

that was well liked in the past. President Wahl answered 

Senator Germolus by stated that we do not need to 

repropose our budget, this is the budget for all next year.     

 

PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Senator Weber stated that the College of Nursing and 

Professional Disciplines are currently in the process of 

hiring a new dean for the college. She stated that they are 

down to two finalist who are Doctor Margaret Moss and 

Doctor Maridee Shogren. She mentioned that Shogren is 

currently our intern dean for the college. Senator Johnson 

stated that she works on the University Corridor Project 

through her position at the City of Grand Forks and they 

are having a winter shovel supply drive on December 4th 

at The Salvation Army. She stated that there will be free 

shovel and ice melts available to the public. President 

Wahl stated that the UND vs. NDUS football game is this 

weekend.     

 

ADJOURNMENT    

 

     The November 9th, 2022, meeting of the Student Senate 

was adjourned at 7:02PM. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Morgan Mastrud, Student Body Vice President   Lauren Furbur, Recording Secretary 
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