
Student Senate 
January 19th, 2022 

Zoom 
6:00 pm 

 
 

Minutes 

 

Members   Non-Voting Members   Visitors 
Faith Wahl  Kaelen Reedy   Cassie Gerhardt 
Heather Shea  Dawson Dutchak   Andrew Armacost 
Jordan Hufford**** Tiana Staudinger   Donnie Smith 
Taylor Borowicz  Morgan Mastrud   Ginny Rogers 
Gracie Lian  Mohamad Chouman   Jed Shivers 
Jack Chew****  Sadie Hanson   Matthew Ternus 
Casey Orvedal  Rylee Lindemann   Meloney Linder 
Dominique Menard**** Benjamin Striebel   Sherri Borrowicz 
Precious Dada  Victoria Wu   Taylon Haecker 
Odele Rajpathy      Zachary Miller 
Danielle Korsmo      Charlie B. 
Tyanne Crotty      Mark Erikson 
Gracie Grinsteiner**** 
Lily Grossbauer** 
Cassandra Olson**** 
Kale Stroup 
Ibrahim Abdi 
Skyler Strand 
Kaleb Wittke 
Jordon Gyapong 
Ethan McGregor 
 
 
*     Arrived after call to order           
**   Absent      
*** Left before adjournment 
**** Excused Absence 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER    

     Vice President Dawson Dutchak called the January 19th, 
2022, meeting of the UND Student Senate to order at 6:00 
pm. 

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 MOTION   Senator Stroup moved to approve the consent agenda. 
Seconded by Strand.  
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 VOTE    Motion carries. 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

No guest speakers. 
 
 
REPORTS 

 

 A. Executive Reports     

 

 President – K. Reedy   President Reedy reported that he and Governmental 
Affairs Hanson met last week with local leaders to bring 
back the Campus Community Enrichment Committee.  
President Reedy and Governmental Affairs Hanson plan 
to utilize the committee to stay in contact with the Grand 
Forks community in a more formalized setting.  President 
Reedy is also current working on a Student Portal Project, 
a project for an app for students to interact with their 
grades, events, campus activities, and more.  The app 
plans to go live next fall.  Anyone that is interested or 
would like to give to student feedback or give any 
assistance on the project, please reach out to President 
Reedy.  Lastly, Student Senate will be debating on a 
controversial topic tonight, President Reedy asks 
everyone attending Student Senate tonight to be 
empathetic and respectful when deliberating. 

 

 Vice President – D. Dutchak   V. President Dutchak reported that he and COS 
Staudinger will be going through the data collected from 
the survey on the SELFI process.  Furthermore, the search 
Committee for the Vice President of Student Affairs will 
be kicking off next week, and Vice President Dutchak will 
be involved on the process.   

 

 Treasurer – B. Striebel   No report.  
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 Chief of Staff – M. Mastrud    COS Mastrud reported that she will be creating a focus 
group to go over the Code of Student Life to get feedback 
and to review the document.  Secondly, COS Mastrud and 
SOC Coordinator Chouman are starting a project to make 
Student Government more accessible to the student body. 

 Chief of Staff – T. Staudinger   COS Staudinger reported that she will be working on the 
SELFI evaluation with VP Dutchak.  She is also on the 
search committee for the Vice President of Student 
Affairs and will keep Student Government updated. 

 
Student Outreach Coordinator M. Chouman  SOC Chouman reported he has been working 

with COS Mastrud on the Code of Student Life.  
He has also been staying in touch with 
international students, especially the Middle 
Eastern and Asian international students to create 
new projects.   

 Governmental Affairs – S. Hanson  Governmental Affairs Hanson reported that she 
has met with some local leaders with President 
Reedy and discussed on the bike share program, 
partnership with the DDA, and events and 
program for students.   

 

 Public Relations Director – G. Bauman No report.  

 

 SOFA Chairman – R. Lindemann No report. 

 SG Advisor - C. Gerhardt    C. Gerhardt reported that there will be a focus group for 
students on the search for the Vice President for Student 
Affairs.  The Memorial Union has adjusted and extended 
their hours for students this spring semester.  Also, there 
are workings on broadcasting the Winter Olympics at the 
Memorial Union.  Furthermore, movie voucher is 
available this week at the Student Involvement Office.  
Additionally, Sarah Heitkamp, our Achieve/ Museum/ 
Gallery Curator is working to bring more art pieces to the 
MU art museum.  COVID testing is available 5 days a 
week on campus at the Fritz Pollard Athletic Center from 
7am-11am, and at the Wilkerson Dining Center from 
12pm-4pm.  There are vouchers available for students that 
get tested. 
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B. Committees  

  

Judicial  Senator Gyaapong reported that judicial met and 
discussed the approval of Off-Campus Senator, Ethan 
McGregor.  

  

Appropriations No report. 

    

 State & Local   Senator Dada reported that state and local met and 
discussed SR2122-11 and SR2122-12. The committee 
gave both resolutions a do pass recommendation.  

 SR2122-11    Do pass recommendation. 

SR2122-12    Do pass recommendation. 

 

 

 C. Special Reports  

 

 Constituent Reports   Senator Korsmo reports that there have been problems 
with snow at the wellness parking lot for students that do 
not have S/A parking permits.  Students are also 
requesting for more parking spots that have S/A parking 
permits.  Furthermore, over the past month, students are 
requesting for more power outlets at the MU.   

       

 

 Other Matters Arising   Senator Wahl reports that NDSA will be via zoom this 
month in effort to stop COVID-19 from spreading. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

      No old business. 

NEW BUSINESS      

SR2122-11     Senator Gyapong yields to President Reedy. 
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      President Reedy summarized SR2122-11 and explained 
that this resolution will be solidifying the 2022 election 
date and electing an Elections Committee chair.  The 
Elections Committee will oversee the logistics behind the 
student body elections, including vote counting, holding 
events, and other behind the scenes work.  Student 
Government has recommended Sierra Dietrich to chair 
the committee as she has chaired last year and is interested 
this year.  Furthermore, Student Government sets 
Wednesday, April 13th, 2022, as the date of the Student 
Government Elections. 

 

 Discussion   Senator Wahl states that Sierra Dietrich did a phenomenal 
job last year chairing the committee and was very 
committed with the election process. 

 

 Motion     Senator Stroup moved to approve SR2122-11 without 
objection. 

 Vote     Motion carries.  

 

SR2122-12     Senator Gyapong summarized SR2122-12 and explained 
that this resolution refers to UND draft on a Gender 
Inclusion Policy, which states that this policy “ensures 
every member of the UND community is free from 
discrimination based upon their gender identity and/or 
other gender expression and has equal access to UND-
sponsored programs and activities”.  Student Government 
is in support of the policy to show equal opportunity all 
students no matter the gender, identity, or background.  
Student Government wants to promote an environment 
that is free from discrimination or harassment.  This 
resolution would give full support to UND’s Gender 
Inclusion Policy.   

      Student Outreach Coordinator Chouman added that the 
resolution further moves UND Student Government to 
support continued communication and revision of the 
policy with relevant stakeholders including but not 
limited to UND administration, UND students, local 
legislators, and other interested parties.  
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      Senator Borowicz asked how the UND Gender Inclusion 
Policy will affect campus groups, sororities, and 
fraternities. 

      President Armacost stated that there is a section in the 
policy that addresses student groups and expectations.  
The expectations states that students are to abide by 
university policies. 

      SG Advisor Gerhardt added that sororities and fraternities 
do not get a pass-through Title IX.  However, Universities 
get a pass-through Title IX to grant recognition that 
sororities and fraternities are gender specific 
organizations.   

      Asst. VP of Equal Opportunity & Title XI, Donna Smith, 
stated that the Code of Student Life allows organizations 
to be recognized and allows organizations to have three 
non-disclosure statements in their constitution.  One is a 
non-disclosure statement that goes along with the 
universities non-discrimination statement.  The second is 
a non-discrimination statement that allows members in 
the organization to align with their beliefs.  The third is 
ask for an exemption or waiver that is non-disclosure.   

      Senator Borowicsz asked President Armacost to clarify 
the “penalty” that President Armacost has stated.  

      President Armacost stated that the policy will protect 
students from discrimination and harassment as 
harassment can prevent one from a good education, and 
discrimination can prevent one from employment.  The 
“penalty” would be determined if a violation is found. 

      Asst. VP of Equal Opportunity & Title XI, Donna Smith, 
explained that there are policies in place for sexual 
harassment, which includes gender orientation and 
identity.  If a complaint is made, there will be a procedure 
that is followed, including an investigation, hearing, and 
a disciplinary sanction that follows.   

      Senator Borowiscz asked what is UND’s policy for 
transgendered individuals on what facilities they can use. 

      VP Smith addressed that UND policies stated broadly that 
individuals have equal access to educational facilities and 
environment regardless of their sex, sexual identity, and 
sexual orientation.  However, the policy does not 
specifically state who may use a locker room or rest room. 
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      Senator Borowiscz asked if the private rooms would be 
open to anyone to use. 

      VP Smith replies that, through federal law, an individual 
may use the restroom that aligns with their gender 
identity. 

      Senator Lian yield to Zachary Miller. 

      Constituent Zachary Miller asked if the new policy will 
be affecting any NCAA regulation or rules regarding team 
competition on campus 

      VP Smith stated that it will not affect any rules as the draft 
policy will be required to follow the NCAA guidelines.  

      Senator Orvedal asked what impact the policy will have 
for UND. 

      VP Smith stated that the policy will provide more 
clarification to our campus on how UND will be more 
inclusive and supportive of the specific group and 
population on campus. 

      President Armacost clarified the policy will include 
student, faculty, and staff members that is not covered by 
state board policy/procedure. 

      Senator Orvedal asked how the current policy and 
procedures affect one’s pronouns. 

      VP Smith stated that there would still be a violation in the 
current policy if there are disrespect in interaction within 
individuals that are affecting one’s education  

      Senator Orvedal yields to Senator Outreach Coordinator 
Chouman. 

      SOC Chouman stated that the policy is not a question 
misusing the wrong pronouns but addressing the 
discrimination and harassments students are receiving 
every day from other individuals where students are not 
receiving a concrete education. 

      Senator Orvedal asked how housing will be handled with 
the impact of the policy. 

      VP Smith stated that individuals will still have equal 
access of housing, and room placements are based on 
legal sex.  However, if a student would like to room with 
someone that has the same identified sex, they must go 
through housing for approval.  
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      Senator Borowiscz asked if a roommate does not want to 
live with a transgender, what is the process. 

      VP Smith stated that, in general, a student can ask for a 
roommate change for any reason. 

      Senator Borowiscz asked if a student refuses to live with 
an individual because they are transgender, would that 
harassment? 

      VP Smith stated that it would be not.  There is no denial 
of housing.  There would still be accessible housing for 
both students. 

      Senator Borowiscz states that students are not required to 
disclose personal information. However, would students 
have to disclose their gender identity to their roommates 
if they are a transgender? 

      VP Smith stated that students are not required to, it is 
information that is determined by the student(s) to share. 

      Senator Orvedal asked for clarification on penalties in the 
policy and does it expand the definition of discrimination 
and harassment. 

      VP Smith states that it does not. 

 

 Discussion   Senator Gyapong stated that he was at the city council 
meeting yesterday, and he believes that this resolution 
sets in the right direction as Student Government should 
support all students no matter the gender, background, or 
identity.   

      Senator Strand supports this resolution and the policy.  He 
indicated that there is a procedure side and a 
communication side to this policy.  He stated that he tried 
to be proactive than reactive as he had brought up this 
policy back in December, for he wanted to voice his 
concerns. 

      Senator Borowiscz believes that this resolution takes 
away free speech if Student Government supports this 
policy and resolution.  If a student disagrees with another 
student’s choice of pronouns because of their religious 
beliefs, would there be a penalty? Students and faculty 
would have to force against what they are conformed to.  
Furthermore, there are no formal complaint that have been 
reported.  Senator Borowiscz does not see a difference 
from the Student Code of Life and the new policy.  Also, 
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she believes that the Gender Inclusion Policy can create a 
rational fear of increasing assault.  In addition, it can 
cause housing and sports conflicts on campus.  When 
students seek medical advice or service on campus on 
transformation, will they be encouraged to start the 
transformation process or there will counseling available 
to decide what is best for them.  Also, where would the 
money come from.  Senator Borowiscz also wonders how 
UND enforce and oversee the policy, and what the legal 
implications are.  She is against the resolution, as 
students, staff, and faculties should not have to contradict 
their beliefs to stay in school or keep a job. 

      Senator Wahl would like to thank the administration at the 
meeting tonight.  She clarifies that this resolution is to 
support and follow federal and state policy. This 
resolution is adding gender identity and creating an equal 
opportunity for all students. 

      Senator Korsmo stated that this resolution is to fall in line 
with the federal and state policy.  This resolution is not 
debating on what is right and wrong.  Furthermore, 
Senator Korsmo has been working as a Residence 
Assistant for two years, and that data can be inaccurate, 
for students may not want to report because of ethical or 
personal matters. 

      Senator Abdi yields to SOC Chouman. 

      SOC Chouman stated that the draft policy is to create a 
home for all UND students and to create an inclusion 
environment where students feel accepted.  The policy is 
to reflect federal and state guidelines. 

      Senator Lian stated that Student Government along with 
UND wants to create an environment where students feel 
included and accepted without being insulted or attacked 
by other students or faculty for what sexual identity, they 
identify in.  This policy is asking other students to treat 
others with respect and protecting the right of each 
student. 

      Senator Borowiscz asked what is not protected in the 
current policy and in the Student Code of Life that would 
be different in the new drafted policy. 

      Senator Crotty stated that this policy would be 
misinterpreted. 
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      Senator Wahl stated that this resolution is to support the 
drafted Gender Inclusion Policy that is reflecting the state 
and federal guidelines. 

       

 Motion     Senator Wahl motioned to end discussion. 

      Senator Abdi seconds. 

 Vote     Motion carries.  

 

 Vote     Voting was conducted via Google Form.  Motion 
carries. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

President Armacost stated that the discussion and debates 
tonight mirrored the debates and emailed Armacost has 
been receiving.  The public is 2/3 against, and 1/3 for this 
policy.  President Armacost was impressed with the 
insights, examples, arguments, and counterarguments 
offered tonight with a sense of respect.  The committee 
that drafted the policy has already created a positive 
impact for the transgender community.  There will be 
political influences made in this policy.  There will be 
more information in the press conference as well.  
 
President Reedy would like to thank everyone for their 
thoughtful discussion.  It is important to talk to the people 
and constituents in which they represent as aspiring 
leaders and representatives.   

 

ADJOURNMENT    

 

     The January 19th, 2022, meeting of the Student Senate 
was adjourned at 7:33pm 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Dawson Dutchak, Student Body Vice President  Victoria Wu, Recording Secretary 
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