
Student Senate 
May 6th, 2020 

Online Zoom Meeting 
6:00 pm 

 

Minutes 
 

Members   Non-Voting Members   Visitors 

Kajsa Anderson  Gracie Lian   Nathan Foster 
Cassidy Lizakowski Matthew Ternus   
Trevor Weiland  Alexander Anderson    
Jessica DeVillers  Casey Orvedal            
Zach Dabrowski  Kaelan Reedy    
Jacob Haugen  Lauren Cain 
Lindsay Walsh  Ian Stenerson   
Meaghan Wolfgram Angel Guarneros    

Julie Reichert Scheef Emily Loven   
Molly Hane  Cassie Gerhardt 

Amanda Thompson 
Dawson Dutchak 

Tiana Staudinger 

Noah Self** 

Kia Isherwood 
James Stratton 

Zachary Feece 

Aiden Halleen 

Erika Thorson 

Sheridan Allen-Opp  

Parker Wakefield 

 

        

*     Arrived after call to order           

**   Absent      

*** Left before adjournment 

**** Excused Absence 

        

CALL TO ORDER    

     Vice President Kaelan Reedy called the May 6th, 2021 

meeting of the UND Student Senate to order at 6:01 pm. 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 MOTION   Senator Hane moved to approve the consent agenda 

without dissent. 
 

 

 VOTE    Motion carries 

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS  
      

President Wynne   President Wynne thanked all of the students for their 

perseverance and dedication throughout the challenges 

that COVID-19 has brought. He thanked students for their 



leadership and stated that President Armacost was ready 

to start working. He shared his disappointment that the 

commencement ceremony was not able to be in person, 

but shared the logistics that would accompany the virtual 

commencement. He shared that the University was 

preparing for students and staff to safely return to campus. 

He touched on the financial issues that the university was 

experiencing, but reassured students that UND 

administration was working to mitigate these challenges 

and working to maintain the quality of education for 

students.  

 

     President Lian explained that during a normal year, 

Student Government awards would be presented during 

the end of the year banquet. She expressed her honor in 

presenting President Wynne with the Gordan Henry 

award for his continuous leadership, outstanding service, 

and selfless attitude. Student Government presented the 

award to President Wynne and thanked him for his 

leadership and service.  

 

President Wynne thanked President Lian for the award 

and expressed his gratitude for receiving the award.  

 
C. Gerhart announced that Dr. Henry would normally 

attend the awards ceremony and thanked President 

Wynne for all that he has done.   

REPORTS 
 

 A. Executive Reports     

 

 President – G. Lian   President Lian thanked all of the senators, executive 

members, technology support staff, and advisors that 

made this year possible. She thanked students for their 

dedication even after shifting to remote learning and 

work. President Lian expressed that UND had faced 

challenges and changes throughout the year, but that she 

believes the University will be stronger because of it. She 

extended a special thank you to Cassie Gerhardt and 

Andrew Frelich for all of their support and work with 

student government.  

 

 

 Vice President – M. Ternus   V. President Ternus thanked the student senate for all of 

their work throughout the year. He summarized some of 

Student Government’s greatest accomplishments, 

including President Lian’s work with selecting a new 

university president and the senate’s work with projects 

such as Coloring Grand Forks and expanding access to 

menstrual products on campus. He expressed his 

excitement for continuing work next year on campus.  



 

 Treasurer – A. Anderson   Treasurer Anderson thanked everyone for a great year and 

expressed his excitement to continue work in the fall.   
     
 

 Chief of Staff – C. Orvedal   COS Orvedal reported that he has been working with 

President Lian and Vice President Ternus to wrap up the 

year and that he has been a part of the transition process 

for the new executive team. He also thanked President 

Lian and Vice President Ternus for their work, as well as 

the executive team and the student senate.  
    
 

 Chief of Staff – K. Reedy   COS Reedy thanked all of the students who are not 

returning for their time and congratulated all of the 

students who would be returning to student government 

the following year.     
 

 External Affairs – I. Stenerson   External Affairs Stenerson thanked President Lian and 

Vice President Ternus for welcoming him to the team and 

expressed excitement to continue work in the fall.  

 

 

    

 Internal Affairs – L. Cain   Internal Affairs Cain thanked everyone for their hard 

work and wished students good luck on their finals.  

 

    

 

 Governmental Affairs – A. Guarneros Gov. Affairs Guarneros thanked everyone for a great year.  
   

  

 SOFA Chairman – E. Loven    SOFA Chair E. Loven thanked President Lian and Vice 

President Ternus for their service and all of  SOFA 

members for their hard work.  
 

 SG Advisor - C. Gerhardt    SG Advisor Gerhardt shared that the best part of her job 

was working with students in student government. She 

thanked students for their dedication and for being so 

versatile and adapting to the Zoom format of meetings. 

She also shared that she is looking forward to being back 

in person with students. Finally, she thanked graduating 

seniors for their time at UND. 

 

     Senator Hane asked if there were cords available for 

seniors that were graduating.  

 

     C. Gerhardt answered that there were cords available for 

seniors in the Student Government office.  

 



     Senator Haugen asked what the federal CARES act 

funding would be used for at UND and what criteria the 

university would be using to determine which students 

received funding. 

 

     C. Gerhardt answered that she did not have any updates 

on the funding and that she knew that some of the money 

was being distributed directly to students. She informed 

the senate that most of the funding was deployed to 

undergraduate students with preference for those who had 

a work study or campus job that was impacted by 

COVID-19. She also shared that the Angel Fund was still 

being used to aid students financially.  

 

     Senator Haugen added that a minimum of half of the 

CARES funding was required to go to students.  

 

     C. Gerhardt answered that over 1,000 students received 

grants and that the maximum grant tier was $1,500. 

    
. 
 

 B. Committees  

  

Judicial  No report.  

  
Appropriations No report.   

    

 State & Local 

  

  SR1920-16   Senator Staudinger reported that State and Local 

committee met and discussed SR1920-16. It received a do 

pass recommendation.                

  
 

 C. Special Reports  

 

Constituent Reports Senator Dutchak reported that a group of students 

involved with on-campus housing met with UND 

administration and discussed potential options for safely 

allowing students to reside at UND. He added that a 

current option was having one student per room and 

shared a few services that were being modified as a 

result.  

 

 

 Other Matters Arising   No matters arising.  
 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 



       

 

 

NEW BUSINESS      

 

SR1920-16     Senator Dabrowski yielded to Nathan Foster.   

  

Nathan Foster, a student at UND, summarized the 

resolution and explained that UND’s Chinese program 

was recently indefinitely suspended. He added that 

several students had concerns about communication, 

timeliness of changes, and reevaluating the decision. He 

stated that one of the largest issues was the lack of a 

“grandfather” program for students that had started the 

program. He is asking Student Government to support 

student concerns and pass the resolution.  

 

Senator Dutchak asked if UND administration contacted 

students that were near completion with the program.  

 

N. Foster answered that students that had completed the 

202 level class had been contacted, but all students in 

classes before this level had not been contacted.  

 

 

Discussion Senator Anderson stated that she believes language is 

extremely important in any career and makes the student 

more desirable. She believes that students who have 

dedicated their time, energy, and money towards 

beginning the program should have an option to 

complete it.     

       
Senator Dutchak agreed with Senator Anderson on the 

intent of the resolution. He also proposed several 

amendments to the resolution to add clarity.  

 

 Motion     Senator Dutchak motioned to amend SR1920-16 as 

follows:  

 

      Remove “grandfather existing students in a manner 

that would allow” from line 5 and “them” from line 6. 

  

      Add “existing students” to line 6. 

 

      Remove “in the event that” from line 11 and 

“implementation of a grandfather clause to” from 

lines 12-13. 

 

      Add “if” to line 11 and “allowance” to line 13.  

 

      Seconded by Senator Hane. 



  

 

 Discussion   No discussion. 

 

 Motion     Senator Dabrowski moved to approve the 

amendments.  

 

      Seconded by Senator Anderson.  

 

 Vote     Motion to approve the proposed amendments carries. 

 

 

Discussion     Senator Anderson added that the decision from the 

university had the potential to add political context 

surrounding the bias with China and COVID-19. 

 

 Motion     Senator Dutchak motioned to approve SR1920-16. 

 

      Seconded by Senator Staudinger. 

 

 Vote     Motion to approve SR1920-16 carries.  

        

 

 

 

Presentation of Student Government Awards 

 

President Lian, Vice President Ternus, and Cassie 

Gerhardt began presenting the Student Government 

awards. They gave an overview of the award descriptions 

and congratulated the following individuals.  

 

Robert Boyd Senator of the Year – Senator Dawson 

Dutchak 

 

Project of the Year – SB1920-09: Tampon Expansion and 

Resources Necessary to Utilize Services for Care 

 

Adam Baker Power of Positivity – Senator Dawson 

Dutchak 

 

Abi Nadeau Winsor Student Government Impact Award 

– President Gracie Lian 

 

Virginia Kaloupek SG Meritorious Service Award – 

Chief Justice John Opland 

 

Hanson Family Student Government Leadership Award – 

Chief of Staff Casey Orvedal 

 

 



 

Swearing in of 2020-2021 President, Vice President, and Senate 

 

 

Chief Justice John Opland led the swearing in of the 

newly elected executive officers and senators.  

 

Vice President Reedy presided over the senate and 

became chair of the meeting.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Gracie Lian congratulated all of the newly elected 

students and told President Ternus and Vice President 

Reedy that she had full confidence in their leadership. She 

wished the new student government luck in their future 

service. 

 

C. Gerhardt thanked G. Lian and M. Ternus for their 

service and leadership. She thanked G. Lian for her 

selfless giving of time to the university.  

 

President Ternus thanked the current senate for their work 

and for allowing him to lead. He thanked G. Lian for her 

mentorship and friendship throughout their term together. 

He expressed excitement for the newly inducted senate 

and their work in the future.  

 

D. Dutchak thanked the senate for the awards and for their 

support throughout the year.  
  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

     The May 6th, 2020 meeting of the Student Senate was 

adjourned at 7:31 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Kaelan Reedy, Student Body Vice President                   Faith Wahl, Recording Secretary 



 


