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Minutes 
 

Members   Non-Voting Members   Visitors  

Nathan Foster   Matthew Ternus   Andy Armacost 

Sadie Hanson  Kaelan Reedy   Mike Pieper 
Jordan Hufford  Cassie Gerhardt   Michael Nord 
Connor Propp  Rylee Lindemann            Cody Olski 
Jacob Haugen**  Ian Stenerson   Dr. Tamba-Kuii Bailey 
Casey Orvedal  Sheridan Allen-Opp   Dr. Cara Halgren 
Anne Domanus  Dawson Dutchak    

Aiden Halleen**  Zach Feece**  
Danielle Korsmo  Danielle Craig   

Lydia Kennelly**  Alex Anderson 
Dominique Menard  Tiana Staudinger 

Tyrell Schloesser** 

Gracie Grinsteiner 

Kia Isherwood 
Faith Wahl 

Amanda McDonald** 

Victoria Wu 

Kale Stroup 

Andrew Nelson*** 

Morgan Mastrud 

 

        

*     Arrived after call to order           

**   Absent      

*** Left before adjournment 

**** Excused Absence 

        

CALL TO ORDER    

     Vice President Kaelan Reedy called the December 2nd, 

2020 meeting of the UND Student Senate to order at 

6:31pm. 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 MOTION   Senator Stroup moved to approve the consent agenda. 

Seconded by Senator Foster.  
 

 

 VOTE    Motion carries 

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS  
      

  



 President Andy Armacost   President Armacost, Dr. Halgren, and Dr. Tamba-Kuii 

Bailey are here to report on the findings of the Taskforce 

on Diversity and Inclusion. He encourages everyone to 

read through the report that was emailed out today and 

look at the recommendations that were made. Based on 

these recommendations President Armacost and the 

Executive Council now need to identify resources and 

determine what recommended actions to take first.  

 

 Dr. Cara Halgren   Dr. Halgren wanted to relay that they are happy to answer 

questions and happy to return to a future meeting if there 

are more questions or if senate has any suggestions. One 

of the things that she is most proud of is that from a group 

of 27, faculty, staff, and students they had great 

conversations about how they can make UND better. By 

the end of the meetings there was commitment from the 

taskforce that they want to be involved in future 

conversations. There are things that they can do better, 

and the recommendations reflect that. How do they make 

UND better and provide a better experience for all 

students.  

 

 Dr. Tamba-Kuii Bailey   Dr. Bailey reported that the taskforce was a combination 

of faculty, staff, students, and alumni. Those who are 

influenced by and who influence UND and the campus 

environment. How do we look at the things that we are 

doing well and the gaps when looking at goals for the 

campus. How do we know how certain measures impact 

the campus community? 4 areas to explore: 1. Review of 

UND 2. How do we understand and assess climate? 3. 

What are other models that exist that speak to diversity, 

equity, and inclusion on campuses? 4. Best Practices, 

What does the landscape look like? These areas were all 

covered by a subgroup and came up with findings to bring 

back to the larger taskforce. They ended up with 31 

recommendations which are prioritized on steps that 

should be taken here at UND. Those recommendations in 

the top tier serve as foundational to other work that can be 

done on campus.  

 

     V. President Reedy asked about the recommendation 

about a VP of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and a 

department to go along with it. He asked if this is 

something that is being done at other campuses and if this 

is an attempt to measure up? 

 

     Dr. Bailey said that this is a newer measure in higher 

education, but there are many institutions that are 

instituting such a position that focus on the tasks that 

would go under a person in such a position. This is a 

national thing that is happening and institutions that are 



really trying to look at diversity and equity work are doing 

this.  

 

     Dr. Halgren said this came from the understanding as a 

group that what joins all of the colleges together and how 

do they ensure that the pockets of good work that are 

already being done are brought together and supported. 

This person would be responsible for that work and 

support it to ensure that it is being done.  

 

     Senator Wahl asked about how the doctorate program in 

Indigenous Health Studies relates to goals 6 and 8. And 

whether it was created prior to the creation of the 

taskforce or was somewhat a byproduct of the taskforce.  

 

     Dr. Halgren answered that it was created before the 

creation of the taskforce. It highlights the great 

opportunities that exist on the campus. It is a great 

example of the work that is already being done on 

campus.  

 

     Chief of Staff Dutchak mentioned that he is on the 

taskforce of the future of education at UND and he said 

that these recommendations are a good starting point for 

many of the conversations he anticipates having there.  

 

     Dr. Halgren congratulated Chief of Staff Dutchak on 

being selected to serve as the student representative on 

that committee. Dr. Bailey and herself had talked to Dr. 

VanLooy today about that very thing. They discussed 

ways in which they might be able to inform each other’s 

work.  

 

     Dr. Bailey said these taskforces really lend themselves to 

a synergistic connection and small group conversations 

that can lead to really good campus wide conversations. 

Can be helpful to bring people along who may not know 

about what is going on while infusing other perspectives. 

A wonderful opportunity to continue this dialogue and 

grow. Can lead to great work and include more of the 

campus community.  

 

 Mike Pieper and Michael Nord   Michael Nord is here to discuss recycling and has a 

PowerPoint to show where UND is at regarding 

sustainability. UND recycling continues to increase over 

time from 5.6% in 1992 to 18% in 2002 and 21.7% in 

2020. A note that the years are the UND fiscal year which 

begins July 1 of each year. Total waste generated per 

student is down over time. 88% of UND electricity comes 

from a carbon free source. In the last 10 years there has 

been a 1.4% reduction in energy consumption year over 



year. UND ranks very well when compared to peer 

universities and flagship universities when it comes to 

sustainability commitments and progress.  

 

     Mike Pieper added that as compared to the state of North 

Dakota UND is very independent. Which can be nice 

where UND is allowed to its own thing, but it can be 

difficult because there aren’t goals to reach. A big driver 

is the wants and needs of students.  They are glad to work 

with students who have ideas and what to do things that 

are related to sustainability. UND needs to set its own 

objectives and they are happy to let students be part of 

those conversations.  

 

     Chief of Staff Dutchak asked how it is working this year 

with dining and all of the required to go containers. Is 

there anything we can do to attempt to mitigate that excess 

waste that is being generated?  

 

     Michael Nord said that dining is doing its best trying to 

deal with COVID and food safety. It was a challenge to 

find the right products and meet with demand. The only 

thing he could really think of making sure you put your 

items in the correct bins so that items that can be recycled 

to get recycled.  

 

     Senator Korsmo asked if COVID continues if there will 

be opportunities to look into ways to mitigate waste to do 

with dining or if it is more to do with student education.  

 

     Michael Nord, said education would be very helpful. 

Some things may be hard to recycle being the appropriate 

containers are not available. This fiscal year he has been 

looking at where the waste is coming from. It is important 

to have more education and put rules in place to help with 

behaviors.  

 

     Mike Pieper said one of the most important things is 

behavior modification. It can be difficult to do from top 

to bottom in higher education. There are many behavior 

modifications programs in higher education that can be 

done such as competitions between halls or academic 

buildings to help increase the amount being recycled. This 

is something he would be happy to share with different 

leaders but students could also think about doing 

something on their own.  

 

     Chief of Staff Dutchak asked if they have any specific 

ideas that they would want to try or ideas for what student 

government can do?  

 



     Mike Pieper said that we registered as a tree campus USA 

which comes with a governance committee, it requires a 

student representative. Usually relates to earth day 

planning and activities. They can bring examples forward 

of activities to do on earth day. Other things would be 

challenges such as turn off your lights or garbage 

reduction. 

 

     Michael Nord said that there is a sustainability on campus 

that has done things like a coulee clean up and they don’t 

get much recognition. They do a very good job with that. 

Students supporting those organizations is a positive. The 

programs that do best are those that are student driven.   

 

     Mike Pieper said that for the coulee the city had received 

some funding for coulee restoration. UND is now meeting 

with the city and the country to create a plan for the coulee 

that could be implemented over the years. If any students 

want to be involved in those conversations, they would 

definitely welcome it.  

 
REPORTS 
 

 A. Executive Reports     

 

 President – M. Ternus   President Ternus reported that he hopes everyone had a 

safe and fun weekend. He has had a few meetings to 

discuss the taskforces that were mentioned today. They 

had a meeting with Aunt Flow he will let Chief of Staff 

Allen-Opp and Chief of Staff Dutchak speak on that. He 

wanted to share that he had a conversation with Bill 

Chaves and Jody Hodgson there are plans to have people 

in the Ralph when hockey returns to campus and students 

will be a part of that group. Many exciting conversations 

to come.  

 

 Vice President – K. Reedy   V. President Reedy reported that parking conversations 

have continued and a meeting is happening on Monday to 

communicate with the related parties. The provost search 

committee has started to take off and things are looking 

very promising.  
 

 Treasurer – I. Stenerson   Treasurer Stenerson said that he finished the budget today 

and met with appropriations to present it to them and it 

will be presented again next meeting.  
 

 Chief of Staff – S. Allen-Opp   Chief of Staff Allen-Opp reported that on Monday she 

talked to UCC about online scheduling and they got to 

walk through the process with them. They are watching 

that option to start on the first day of spring semester 

classes. They talked with Aunt Flow about where they 



wanted to go with dispensers, new dispensers and 

replacing old dispensers.  
 

 Chief of Staff – D. Dutchak   Chief of Staff Dutchak said that he will be starting work 

with the future of education taskforce on Friday. He will 

share what he can based on required confidentiality. As 

far as Aunt Flow if they wanted to increase the number of 

dispensers to order Aunt Flow would honor our original 

price.  
 

 External Affairs – Z. Feece   No report 

    

 Internal Affairs – D. Craig   No report 

 

 

 Governmental Affairs – A. Anderson No report 
 
 Public Relations Director – T. Staudinger V. President Reedy reported on behalf of PR 

Staudinger. Most of the information being shared 

with students is a continuation of information 

from previous conversations. Working with 

COVID vs. college safety to help promote safety 

 

 SOFA Chairman – R. Lindemann  No Report  
 

 SG Advisor – C. Gerhardt   Cassie reported that the union continues to be on budget 

and on time. Hopefully next summer COVID is in control 

and we can move into the union without having to worry 

about COVID mitigation. This spring she is trying to 

work out a tour for executives and senators. A reminder 

that there will be a town hall on the December 7th at 6pm. 

If you are aware of student questions please relay them to 

Cassie as she is the moderator for the panel. COVID 

testing continues. About 1,170 people attended on 

Tuesday about 45% were students. There is another 

testing event at the HPC on Saturday. Vouchers continue 

to be given at testing events. If you have ideas of small 

businesses that should be contacted about vouchers please 

let her know. . 
 

 B. Committees  

  

Judicial  

 

Recommendations  Senator Menard reported that Judicial met and provided a 

due pass recommendation for Cody Olski for the 

JDOSAS senate seat.  

  
Appropriations  

 

 



Senator Stroup reported that they got to review the 

budget and will have more to review next meeting.  

    

 State & Local 

   

  SR2021-11             Senator Wahl reported that State and local met and 

provided a due pass recommendation for the resolution. 

They did make a friendly amendment to correct the year 

noted in the resolution.  
 

 C. Special Reports  

 

 Constituent Reports   None 

       

 

 Other Matters Arising   Chief of Staff Dutchak brought up that there is an NDSA 

meeting on Friday if anyone is interesting in attending 

please contact Chief of Staff Dutchak or Senator 

Kennelly.  
 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 Election for the John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences Senate Seat 

 

      Cody Olski provided a statement introducing himself and 

providing the qualifications he has for this position.  

 

      Senator Menard brought up that the committee really 

liked his current involvement in NDSA and his 

involvement in aviation related organizations providing 

him good access to his constituents.  

 

      Vote on the candidate was conducted via Google 

Form.  

 

      Cody Olski was successfully elected to the JDOSAS 

senate seat.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS      

 

SR2021-11     Senator Mastrud yielded to President Ternus.  

 

President Ternus noted that every year this body chooses 

a chair for the elections committee as well as a date for 

student government elections. He spoke on the merits of 

Sierra Dietrich. He also noted that the proposed date for 

the student government election is April 14th, 2021.  
 

 



 Discussion   No Discussion 

 

 Vote     Voting was conducted via Google Form.  

      Motion carries.  
 

       

 

PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

      V. President Reedy reported that the senate meeting next 

week is the last meeting of the semester.  

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

 

     Senator Stroup moved to adjourn, seconded by 

Senator Foster. Motion carries. The December 2nd, 

2020 meeting of the Student Senate was adjourned at 7:43 

pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Kaelan Reedy, Student Body Vice President                   Miranda Petrich, Recording Secretary 
 


