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Sadie Hanson  Cassie Gerhardt   Taylor Wright 
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Maxwell Jenks  Dawson Dutchak   
Casey Orvedal  Zach Feece   
Anne Domanus  Danielle Craig   

Aiden Halleen  Alex Anderson  
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Gracie Grinsteiner 

Kia Isherwood 
Faith Wahl 

Amanda McDonald 

Victoria Wu 

Kale Stroup 

Andrew Nelson 

Morgan Mastrud 

 

        

*     Arrived after call to order           

**   Absent      

*** Left before adjournment 

**** Excused Absence 

        

CALL TO ORDER    

     Vice President Kaelan Reedy called the September 16th, 

2020 meeting of the UND Student Senate to order at 

6:34pm. 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 MOTION   Senator Mastrud moved to approve the consent agenda. 

Seconded by Senator Stroup. 
 

 

 VOTE    Motion carries (Unanimous)  

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS  
       

 Dance Marathon: Taylor Wright,  Dance Marathon is a new organization at UND. Dance 

 Mike Lilya, Courtney Hanson,    Marathon works through the Children’s Miracle Network. 
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 Audrey Skarr   They are a fundraising organization and the hospital that 

they work with is Sanford Children’s Hospital in Fargo. 

Their mission is to bring the campus together to help serve 

the next generation of children. Dance Marathon is a 

movement, a fundraiser, a leadership opportunity, a main 

event, and fighting for miracle families. Their main goal 

is to raise money for the children to the hospital and 100% 

of funds raised go directly to the hospital. The money 

specifically goes towards Education, Equipment, and 

Patient Services. Their program goal this year is to raise 

$18,980. Their main event will be occurring in Spring 

2021, in person or online depending on what’s possible. 

The main event will be 8 hours long and include miracle 

families, entertainment, activities, and in-event 

fundraising. This would be an opportunity for student 

organizations and local businesses to showcase 

themselves.  
      
REPORTS 
 

 A. Executive Reports     

 

 President – M. Ternus   President Ternus reported that him and several senators 

have been hard at work on the resolution for this meeting. 

He has also been working with meeting one on one with 

the new members of the executive team. He is happy to 

be a resource for any projects this year.  

 

 Vice President – K. Reedy   V. President Reedy reported that he is very excited to train 

in the new executive team and work on new projects.  
 

 Treasurer – I. Stenerson   No Report 
 

 Chief of Staff – S. Allen-Opp   No Report 
 

 Chief of Staff – D. Dutchak   No Report  
 

 External Affairs – Z. Feece   No Report 

 

 Internal Affairs – D. Craig   No Report  

 

 

 Governmental Affairs – A. Anderson A. Anderson introduced himself and is excited to be in 

this position this year and has lots of ideas for the 

legislative year. He is already working on hosting a debate 

at UND for this years’ candidates running in District 42. 

He is also working on some shortcuts for requesting 

ballots for students from every state.  
 
 Public Relations – T. Staudinger  T. Staudinger introduced herself and is working on a Safe 

September video with both students and local businesses. 
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This video will come out soon.    

 e was attacked by an eyelash.  

  

 SOFA Chairman – R. Lindemann  R. Lindemann introduced himself and reported that SOFA 

is working to make some bylaw adjustments to allow for 

the changes in what they can do this year due to COVID-

19.  
 

 SG Advisor – C. Gerhardt   Cassie reported that UND is starting the listening sessions 

for the new provost search. Their will be one more student 

listening session tomorrow Thursday September 17th. The 

sessions can be accessed via zoom. Student Involvement 

is working to find new ways to host events for students on 

campus. They are also working on partnerships with the 

Alerus Center to hold/host events there. Discounted 

tickets for students will be available for the Kane Brown 

concert. Students are working to establish 50 new student 

organizations; this is the highest number in a long while. 

Despite changes in campus events students are still very 

active. She also reminded everyone to keep getting tested. 

     Senator Haugen asked why the timeline for results has 

significantly changed and gotten longer. Cassie answered 

that they are working with a new company for test kits so 

that is the reason for the change. Students can still with a 

$500 gift card for attending a testing event.   
. B. Committees  
  

Judicial   

  
Appropriations  

    

 State & Local 

   

  SR2021-04    Discussed both the merits and downsides to the 

resolution. Voted to bring it to the senate floor without a 

committee recommendation.                
 

 C. Special Reports  

 

 Constituent Reports   No Reports 

       

 

 Other Matters Arising   No other matters arising 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS      
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SB2021-04     Senator Halleen summarized that the resolution is 

regarding the number of active COVID-19 cases in Grand 

Forks County. The county has the 3rd highest number in 

the state. On move in weekend the town’s population 

significantly increased. The students make up a high 

number of the positive cases. Positive tests and isolation 

policies have had significant impacts on those living 

within congregate housing. This resolution looks to do the 

best for those on campus and in the community and 

acknowledges what the campus has already done to 

mitigate virus spreading. The resolution includes student 

concerns regarding spreading of the virus. The resolution 

recommends that the City of Grand Forks institute a city-

wide mask mandate as the University of North Dakota has 

and encourages community businesses to implement 

mask requirements for customers in their stores. This 

resolution looks to keep everyone at UND and in the 

greater grand forks community healthy by mitigating the 

spread of COVID-19.     
 
 
 Discussion   Senator Kennelly asked if their was any specific item of 

business of the Grand Forks city council that this directly 

relates to.  

      

Senator Halleen answered that the city council is 

considering a mandatory closure of non-essential 

businesses that is related to the spread of COVID-19.  

 

Senator Halleen yielded to President Ternus.  

 

President Ternus said that the city council has discussed 

the possible merits of a city wide mandate. As campus has 

had a mask mandate for several weeks it seems to be 

working and effective. Consistency between campus and 

the city would be helpful for mitigating spread of the 

virus. He said that any efforts that can be made to stop 

students from getting COVID-19 are worth taking. Many 

people in the community try to say that students are the 

reason that COVID-19 is spreading here and this 

resolution would prove that students are willing to take 

steps to mitigate virus spread.  

 

Senator Stroup discussed a few amendments. He proposes 

adding the word “temporary” to line 5. He also proposed 

the addition of a clause stating our support for public 

health and following CDC guidelines.   

 

Senator Wahl discussed that the amendments mentioned 

by Senator Stroup would be good additions to the 

resolution.  
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 Motion     Senator Stroup moved to implement the amendments 

proposed previously. The first amendment is adding 

the word “temporary” to line 105. The second 

amendment is specifying that the resolution is asking 

for face coverings.  The third amendment is an 

addition of a therefore clause stating that, “UND 

Student Government supports following CDC 

guidelines and overall public health of the Grand 

Forks Community, and” The fourth amendment is the 

addition of the word “wearing” to line 96.  

  

      Chief of Staff Dutchak asked for a point of clarification 

on the verbiage of the therefore clause being proposed.  

 

      Senator Stroup clarified that the clause will be worded as 

mentioned above.    

 

      Senator Orvedal mentioned that regarding the issue of 

specifying that this resolution is asking for a mandate of 

mask and that those masks needing to be worn on the face 

is likely taken care of through the resolution’s title being: 

Face Coverings in the Greater Grand Forks Community.   

 

Senator Wahl made a point of clarification that the word, 

“wearing” could be added to line 96 to provide further 

clarification.  

 

Senator Stroup said that regardless of the specifics of how 

we do it we need to include wording about the mask 

needed to be worn on the face. When walking around 

town he has seen many people wearing masks around 

their necks rather than on their faces and a number of 

those wearing masks are wearing them incorrectly.  

  

       
 Discussion   Senator Haugen supports Senator Stroup’s 

recommendation to make the resolution very specific. 

Based on his own research, other countries are seeing that 

many individuals are not wearing their PPE correctly. 

These issues are also seen here in our community which 

increases virus transmission. He suggests that we be 

increasingly specific about mask wearing.  

 

      Senator Stroup yielded the floor. 

  

      Senator Kennelly yielded to Gov. Affairs Anderson.  

 

      Gov. Affairs Anderson yielded the floor.  
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      Senator Korsmo discussed that the resolution seems to be 

lacking any mention or means of enforcement.  

 

      Senator Korsmo yielded to Chief of Staff Dutchak.  

 

      Chief of Staff Dutchak yielded the floor in order to 

continue with the current motion.  

 

 Vote     Motion passes.  
 

 Discussion   Senator Korsmo yielded to Chief of Staff Dutchak.  

 

      Chief of Staff Dutchak discussed the lack of anything 

regarding enforcement in the policy. He presented the 

following proposed amendments. “Whereas, a policy 

requiring mask usage needs some mechanism of 

enforcement to ensure it can be effective, and”, 

“Whereas, the goal of such a policy would be to protect 

the citizens of Grand Forks and their well-being 

rather than to harshly punish those who do not wish 

to wear a mask, and”, “Therefore, be it further 

resolved that said policy include some form of 

enforcement mechanism similar to that employed by 

our neighbors in the state of Minnesota, which 

includes: Urging citizens to comply voluntarily, 

possible fines of up to $100 for failing to wear a mask 

in the required scenarios, possible fines of up to $1,000 

and misdemeanor charges for business owners and 

managers who fail to abide by the mandate, and other 

provisions not listed in this resolution.” “Therefore, be 

it further resolved that enforcement of the policy place 

great emphasis and strong preference on education 

and provision of masks to citizens, rather than 

widespread ticketing, and”  

        

 

 Motion     Senator Wahl moved to amend the resolution to 

include the changes proposed by Chief of Staff 

Dutchak. Senator Wahl proposed placing the 

amendments of whereas clauses at line 69 of the 

resolution and following. She proposed placing the 

therefore clause at line 109. Seconded by Senator 

Korsmo.  

 
 

 Discussion   Senator Domanus asked how reasonable and appropriate 

it is for us to ask the city to implement fines.  

 

      Senator Orvedal discussed that he does not agree with the 

therefore clause that includes suggested enforcement 
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mechanisms and possible fines. He suggests leaving it up 

to the city and the city attorney to decide what those 

should be if they decide to implement a mandate. 

 

 Motion     Senator Orvedal moved to amend the amendment to 

strike the additions found from line 112 and line 118. 

Seconded by Senator Stroup.  

  

 Discussion   Senator Wahl discussed that the she would prefer keeping 

line 112 and striking lines 114-118. She understand where 

others are coming from that we should consider not 

proposing enforcement ideas to the city.  

 

      Senator Halleen agrees with Senator Orvedal that we may 

be overstepping in trying to make these type of 

suggestions. She also said that it may be overstepping to 

make these kinds of recommendations in this resolution. 

  

 Vote     Motion passes without objection.  

 

 Discussion   No further discussion. 

 

 Vote     Motion passes without objection.  

 

 Discussion   Senator Halleen yielded to Gov. Affairs Anderson.  

 

      Gov. Affairs Anderson discussed that the city had already 

met to talk about a city-wide mask mandate, and the vote 

for it had failed. He mentioned that there was probably for 

a reason for that and that we should consider the reasons 

why that occurred. He is concerned that there are too 

many logistics in regards to a mandate that we should 

keep in mind when considering this resolution.  

 

      Senator Kennelly discussed that she appreciates the spirit 

behind the resolution but that it is a resolution for a call to 

action. Considering that this is not currently an item on 

the agenda for the city or the mayor, we are overstepping 

in asking for this. She is unsure of how much of an impact 

this would have. She doesn’t want us to exasperate the 

city in that we by trying to overstep actions that the city 

may already be undertaking. She does not feel that those 

in her constituency would be in support of this. She feels 

that this resolution is us trying to speak for the city rather 

than just our constituents. She also asks that we keep in 

mind the businesses that would be impacted by the 

implementation of what we are proposing.  

 

      Senator Wahl wanted to thank Senator Kennelly for the 

points she made. She said that this topic is on the Mayor’s 

and City Council’s plate regardless of any specific agenda 
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items. She said that the ideas in this resolution are nothing 

radical and many businesses already have mask policies 

in place so it shouldn’t change too much of what is already 

going on with area businesses.  

 

      Senator Hanson agrees with what Senator Kennelly said 

about how this impacts city policy. She said that she 

doesn’t know that this aligns with the positions of students 

in her constituency and that these students may not agree 

with a city mask mandate. She feels that most students 

would rather have a choice about mask wearing being 

there is already a mask mandate on campus. She feels that 

this resolution doesn’t represent all of campus and might 

only report the views of a small few.  

 

      Senator Stroup appreciates all of the ideas and points that 

have been brought up already. He said that as a body we 

support all different types of things through resolutions. 

He agrees with points made by President Ternus 

previously and that as Student Government we should 

support public health. We need to keep in mind how much 

students contribute to possible public health challenges. 

He said that this is important to show students willingness 

to have a part in supporting public health. He feels like 

this resolution represents well with where UND stands as 

a University. He hopes that even if this resolution doesn’t 

result in a city-wide mask mandate that it starts 

conversations between UND and the city at where we can 

meet in the middle. He feels that as a statement of support 

he doesn’t see how this will cause issue in the community. 

 

      Senator Menard discussed that Senator Stroup’s 

comments were very accurate. She agrees that students 

should support public health. After talking to constituents 

she has found that many students do not necessarily agree 

with the resolution and ideas found within. While she 

strongly agrees with this resolution she knows that many 

students don’t.  

 

      Senator Isherwood supports this and says that many of her 

constituents very much supports this. She wants Senators 

to consider asking their constituents how they actually 

feel to gather data on student opinions.  

 

      Senator Kennelly discussed that while local businesses 

may already have mask regulations. She can only see the 

negative impacts of a city-wide mask mandate. She feels 

like the limitations proposed in the resolution will not 

have an impact on COVID-19 but rather be detrimental to 

local businesses. She does not feel that it is appropriate to 

call for action in a resolution.  

DocuSign Envelope ID: 21F40BD3-3533-46A9-B62C-938FE08FD483



 

      Senator Halleen yields to Gov. Affairs Anderson.  

 

      Gov. Affairs Anderson agrees with Senator Kennelly that 

this could be simplified to a short resolution simply 

stating campus support for mask wearing. He discussed 

that lines 102-108 have a very similar idea to the lines 

previously struck that had specific enforcement 

considerations.  

 

      Senator Haugen yielded to Chief of Staff Dutchak.  

 

      Chief of Staff Dutchak said that many good points have 

been brought up with this resolution. He is really happy 

to see the senate debating something. He said that as 

representatives of the students whom have been elected 

by their constituents they do not always have to look to 

individual student opinions before voting on resolutions. 

Your constituents elected you because they trusted you 

and your judgement. He said that as a body we would 

never get anything done if we always went to the student 

body for a student wide vote. He brought up the vote and 

related policy regarding the New Memorial Union and 

how UND Student Government made decisions based on 

what then deemed to be best for the entire student body. 

This body as a collective has a greater voice than any one 

student on their own. He also mentioned that in State and 

Local Committee it was brought up how certain 

individuals boycott businesses due to business mask 

mandates. He said that a mask mandate would help all 

businesses as no businesses would be singled out and lose 

out on revenue directly due to the city-wide mask 

mandate.  

 

      Senator Haugen agreed with the points made by Chief of 

Staff Dutchak. He brought up that while many students 

are being tested many of those may be retests and that it 

takes time to see the impact of holidays on virus numbers. 

He said that every choice a person makes impacts the risk 

of increased positive tests. The risk of getting or 

transmitting the virus is far greater when not wearing a 

mask than when wearing a mask. He said that wearing a 

mask doesn’t really change much overall as far as ability 

to do things. He said wearing a mask can save lives, it can 

save money and overall saves people from the virus itself. 

Students should consider wearing mask for everyone and 

not just for themselves and to keep people healthy.  

 

      Senator Domanus discussed changing the instances of the 

work “urges” to “ask” or “recommends” to see if that 

would change anyone’s feelings on the resolution. 
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      Senator Halleen yielded the floor.   

 

      Senator Wahl discussed that she disagrees with the notion 

that a city-wide mask mandate would hurt businesses. A 

mask mandate would protect the community that we are 

all apart of. Grand Forks being the county with the 3rd 

highest number of cases and deaths from COVID-19 in 

the state is a big deal and something that should not be 

taken lightly. She said that those who are saying that the 

resolution is too harsh should look at the therefore 

clauses, as those clauses say that we are asking for the 

consideration of these policies. Many of these polices that 

are specifically stated are to keep a city-wide mandate 

consistent with the policy in place at the University. 

Without a city mask mandate someone could easily catch 

the virus while out and about in the city and bring it back 

to campus which would void the impact of the measures 

being taken on campus.  

 

      Senator Hanson discussed that as someone who works as 

a server in East Grand Forks she has seen the Minnesota 

mask mandate impact business there. She has seen many 

customers disagree with the mandate and try to evade it. 

She said that businesses could be negatively impacted 

because people may stay home if they do not wish to wear 

a mask. She believes that the city leaders have done 

everything that they can to protect the city. She feels that 

Student Government should believe in the ability of the 

city’s elected leaders to make the right decisions for the 

city. 

       

      Senator Orvedal discussed that he has done a lot of 

thinking in regard to this resolution. He believes in 

science and the science behind masks and their 

effectiveness. If we aren’t willing to use our knowledge 

of science to implement policy then what can we do with 

it. In regards to his duty as a senator to represent the 

students of the law school, if this measure would increase 

the amount of time that students can be on campus then it 

is something that would benefit students and something 

that we should strongly consider. He said that even while 

weighing it against other factors this is a good idea for 

students even while opposing too much government 

interference.  

 

      Senator Kennelly discussed that while she supports the 

health of the community and students she hasn’t gone 

anywhere in town where she hasn’t had to wear a mask 

into a place of business. She feels that the only purpose 

this resolution would serve is to interfere with businesses 
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and the workings of the city. She feel that this mandate 

would have no impact on the workings of businesses or 

students.  

 

 Motion     Senator Stroup motioned for a 2 minute recess. 

Seconded by Senator Domanus.  

 
 Vote     Motion passes.  

  

  Recess began at 8:12pm 

     

  Meeting reconvened at 8:16pm 

 

 Discussion   Senator Halleen yielded to PR Director Staudinger.  

 

      PR Director Staudinger mentioned that she has been in 

many businesses downtown that do not require masks. 

She said that businesses are concerned that they will have 

to shut down if the University closes. She has friends who 

did not come back to campus out of fear because Grand 

Forks does not have a mask mandate.  

 

      Senator Hanson motioned to table this resolution until 

next week. Seconded by Senator Propp.  

  

 Vote     Motion passes.  

 

 

SOFA Liaison Election    

  

 Discussion   R. Lindemann gave a brief synopsis of what SOFA is and 

the function it serves. SOFA meets weekly on Tuesdays 

at 4:30. Meetings may not happen every week dependent 

on the number of requests.   

 

 Motion     Senator Haugen moved to table the election until next 

meeting without dissent.  

   

 

 Vote     No Dissent, Motion Passes 
 
 
 

       

 

PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT    
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     Senator Kennelly moved to adjourn, seconded by 

Senator Menard. The September 16th, 2020 meeting of 

the Student Senate was adjourned at 8:23 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Kaelan Reedy, Student Body Vice President                   Miranda Petrich, Recording Secretary 
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	Senator Wahl wanted to thank Senator Kennelly for the points she made. She said that this topic is on the Mayor’s and City Council’s plate regardless of any specific agenda items. She said that the ideas in this resolution are nothing radical an...
	Senator Hanson agrees with what Senator Kennelly said about how this impacts city policy. She said that she doesn’t know that this aligns with the positions of students in her constituency and that these students may not agree with a city mask m...
	Senator Stroup appreciates all of the ideas and points that have been brought up already. He said that as a body we support all different types of things through resolutions. He agrees with points made by President Ternus previously and that as ...
	Senator Menard discussed that Senator Stroup’s comments were very accurate. She agrees that students should support public health. After talking to constituents she has found that many students do not necessarily agree with the resolution and id...
	Senator Isherwood supports this and says that many of her constituents very much supports this. She wants Senators to consider asking their constituents how they actually feel to gather data on student opinions.
	Senator Kennelly discussed that while local businesses may already have mask regulations. She can only see the negative impacts of a city-wide mask mandate. She feels like the limitations proposed in the resolution will not have an impact on COV...
	Senator Halleen yields to Gov. Affairs Anderson.
	Gov. Affairs Anderson agrees with Senator Kennelly that this could be simplified to a short resolution simply stating campus support for mask wearing. He discussed that lines 102-108 have a very similar idea to the lines previously struck that h...
	Senator Haugen yielded to Chief of Staff Dutchak.
	Chief of Staff Dutchak said that many good points have been brought up with this resolution. He is really happy to see the senate debating something. He said that as representatives of the students whom have been elected by their constituents th...
	Senator Haugen agreed with the points made by Chief of Staff Dutchak. He brought up that while many students are being tested many of those may be retests and that it takes time to see the impact of holidays on virus numbers. He said that every ...
	Senator Domanus discussed changing the instances of the work “urges” to “ask” or “recommends” to see if that would change anyone’s feelings on the resolution.
	Senator Halleen yielded the floor.
	Senator Wahl discussed that she disagrees with the notion that a city-wide mask mandate would hurt businesses. A mask mandate would protect the community that we are all apart of. Grand Forks being the county with the 3rd highest number of cases...
	Senator Hanson discussed that as someone who works as a server in East Grand Forks she has seen the Minnesota mask mandate impact business there. She has seen many customers disagree with the mandate and try to evade it. She said that businesses...
	Senator Orvedal discussed that he has done a lot of thinking in regard to this resolution. He believes in science and the science behind masks and their effectiveness. If we aren’t willing to use our knowledge of science to implement policy then...
	Senator Kennelly discussed that while she supports the health of the community and students she hasn’t gone anywhere in town where she hasn’t had to wear a mask into a place of business. She feels that the only purpose this resolution would serv...
	Motion     Senator Stroup motioned for a 2 minute recess. Seconded by Senator Domanus.
	Vote     Motion passes.
	Recess began at 8:12pm
	Meeting reconvened at 8:16pm
	Discussion   Senator Halleen yielded to PR Director Staudinger.
	PR Director Staudinger mentioned that she has been in many businesses downtown that do not require masks. She said that businesses are concerned that they will have to shut down if the University closes. She has friends who did not come back to ...
	Senator Hanson motioned to table this resolution until next week. Seconded by Senator Propp.
	Vote     Motion passes.
	SOFA Liaison Election
	Discussion   R. Lindemann gave a brief synopsis of what SOFA is and the function it serves. SOFA meets weekly on Tuesdays at 4:30. Meetings may not happen every week dependent on the number of requests.
	Motion     Senator Haugen moved to table the election until next meeting without dissent.
	Vote     No Dissent, Motion Passes
	ADJOURNMENT
	Senator Kennelly moved to adjourn, seconded by Senator Menard. The September 16th, 2020 meeting of the Student Senate was adjourned at 8:23 pm.
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