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Senate Resolution 
To:  The Student Senate of the University of North Dakota 

Authors:  Matthew Ternus – Student Body President, Kaelan Reedy – Student Body Vice President, 
Lydia Kennelly – Residence Hall Senator, Sadie Hanson – Nistler College of Business & Public 
Administration Senator, Dominique Menard – On Campus Apartments Senator, Faith Wahl – 
Off Campus Senator 

Sponsors:  Danielle Korsmo – Residence Hall Senator, Victoria Wu – Off Campus Senator,  
Brendan Muus – ARH President, Payton Wolf – ARH Vice President 

CC:  Matthew Ternus - Student Body President, Kaelan Reedy - Student Body Vice President, 
Cassie Gerhardt - Student Government Advisor, Andrew Frelich - Student Organization 
Funding Agency Advisor; Dr. Cara Halgren - Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Diversity, 

Date:  10/13/2021 

Re:  Support for Reinstituting Spring 2020’s Student Preference Grading System for the Fall 
2020 Semester

Whereas, in the Spring 2020 semester, the University of North Dakota transitioned to an online-only 
education model which allowed undergraduate students to choose classes to switch to the 2 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) system, which might be best described as a “Pass/Fail” system, and 

Whereas, while the S/U system currently exists in its pre-Spring 2020 form, following the transition to 4 
online-only caused by the COVID pandemic, leadership across the institution came together and 
successfully implemented temporary changes to the S/U system, of which included the following: 6 

 The deadline to switch to S/U grading was moved to 4:30 pm on reading and review day, 

 Restrictions on Freshmen electing to opt-in to S/U grading were waived, 8 

 Students were allowed to opt-in to more than 30 hours of total S/U grading, 

 Students were allowed to opt-in to S/U grading for courses in their major. 10 

Whereas, the switch to this form of S/U grading was made available to students in all programs, with 
exceptions to medical, law, and graduate students, and  12 

Whereas, students had to contact their academic advisor prior to switching from traditional grading to 
S/U grading, and were made aware that the change of grading style was irreversible, and  14 

Whereas, students were also required to fill out an online form, which asked students which of their 
classes they sought to switch to the S/U system of grading, and 16 

Whereas, for classes that are switched to S/U grading, the instructor sees no changes and continues to 
input grades as they would. The registrar office handles the translation of grades to S/U, and 18 
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Whereas, 1,503 students chose to switch to S/U grading for 2,432 classes during the Spring 2020 
semester, and 20 

Whereas, while students may have returned to campus, the wide variety of instruction models and 
circumstances out of the control of the students due to the ongoing pandemic have resulted in a wide 22 
variety of stressors for students, 

Whereas, courses switching to online-only after the Thanksgiving break may require students to once 24 
again adjust their educational schedules and affect their performance, and 

Whereas, the ongoing COVID pandemic may be taking students out of their classes, be it due to positive 26 
tests, close contact, the need to work, familial effects, lack of proper remote study materials, among other 
potential concerns, and 28 

Whereas, the added physical and emotional stressors on a student, be it caused by change in instruction 
model, financial concerns, or worry of COVID in regard to the individual or individual’s family may 30 
negatively impact the work of the students, and 

Whereas, students in any form of congregate housing, such as residence halls and Greek houses, face 32 
added stressors regarding contact of COVID and potentially having to relocate in order to complete their 
quarantine or isolation due to COVID, and 34 

Whereas, each and every student learns in a different fashion, and requires different levels of 
engagement. Classes that are solely online or are available via hybrid learning may not offer the best 36 
engagement for students, thus resulting in altered performance, and 

Whereas, in a survey conducted by UND Student Government via official Student Government social 38 
medias and constituent outreach, 1,393 responses were collected gauging student opinion on the topic 
of grading scales for the Fall 2020 semester, and 40 

Whereas, of those 1,393 responses, 4% of respondents replied “No preference” in terms of grading 
scales, 9% of respondents replied “All grading remain traditional” in terms of grading scales, 20% of 42 
respondents replied “All grading be done in the Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory model” in terms of grading 
scales, and 67% of respondents replied “You have the ability to individually choose between traditional 44 
and S/U” in terms of grading scales, and 

Whereas, this survey was made public around 2:00pm CST on Monday, October 12th, and results were 46 
exported and analyzed at 2:00pm CST on Tuesday, October 13th, and 

Whereas, within the survey, respondents were made aware of the meaning of traditional grading and 48 
S/U grading, and 

Whereas, UND Student Government has engaged in conversations with the University Senate and the 50 
Senate Executive Committee regarding the potential for the return of the Spring 2020 S/U grading 
system, and 52 

Whereas, the UND Association of Residence Halls (ARH) is discussing a similar resolution supporting 
the return of Spring 2020’s optional S/U grading format; 54 

Therefore, be it moved that UND Student Government supports reinstituting the student’s preference 
grading system which was utilized during the Spring 2020 semester for the Fall 2020 semester, where 56 
through reading and review day, December 11th, students will have the opportunity to submit a form if 
they wish to switch any or all of their classes to S/U grading, and 58 
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Therefore, be it further moved that, once again, UND Student Government only supports a grading 
system change for undergraduate students and believes grades for graduate students, medical school 60 
students, and law students should be left to the programs and deans of those schools, and 

Therefore, be it furthest moved UND Student Government thanks UND leadership for their continued 62 
work towards improving the student experience during the COVID pandemic and ensuring the student 
voice is still well represented on all levels at UND.  64 

 

_________________________________ 66 

Matthew Ternus, Student Body President 


